
News briefs

The Canadien Plasma Exchange Study
Group, a national organization of physi-
clans representing ail major medical
centres in the country has received
$561,000 f rom Health and Welfare
Canada. These funds will be used to
undertake two clinical studies designed to
evaluate the effectiveness of plasma ex-
change as a new treatment for certain
d iseases.

Canadîan Pacifie Consulting Services
Limited has been awarded a $45-million,
five-year contract to assist in the design
and supervision of the upgrading of a
railway and telecommunications network
in South Sumatra, Indonesia. The net-
work wilI serve as the transportation in-
frastructure for the giant Bu kit Asam coal
mining project, scheduled for completion
in 1985. A resident teamn of 25 senior
Canadian railway, telecommunications
and training specialists wilI be assigned to
Indonesia for periods of one to five years.

Electronio data procesuing services in
Canada have passed the $1-billion mark in
annuel revenue for the f irst time to stand
at $1.12 billion in 1980, according to a
study released by Evans Research Corpo-
ration of Mississaugo. The report said that
the services sector is growing et a rate of
21 per cent annually, compared with 17
per cent for the hardware sector. It added
that the services sector is almost 80 per
cent Canadian-owned, compared with 8.6
per cent for the hardware sector.

The federai governmont announced re-
cently that it wilI provide more than $2
million in assistance to Canadien industry
to develop gallium arsenide microelec-
tronics. In the future, this technology will
be applied to advanced radar systems,
satellite communications and very high-
speed data processing. The project in-
volves the. development of miniature elec-
tronic circuits ("chips") mode from the
compound gallium arsenide, wthich con
operate more efficiently at very high f re-
quencies than their silicon chip counter-
parts.

Throe-hundrod delegates from around
the world gothered reoently in Thunder
Bay, Ontario to discuss the merits of
using peat as on alternative energy source.
The delegotes, attending the three-doy
symposium, heard speakers frain as for
away as Ireland and Finland detoil the
modern applications of peat as o fuel.
The. International Peot Society co-
sponsored the event along with the pro-
vince of Ontario.

A reunion marking the retirement of the CF-1 00 (Canuck) was held recently in Nor
Bay, Ontario drawving guests from around the world. The reunion was attended by bo
military members and civîlians who have been associated wiîth the CF- 100 over the pe
30 years. The CF -100 was the on/y Canadian-designed fighter which was mass produce
The pro to type C F- 100 made its maiden fligh t in 1950 and in total, 692 Canucks we
manufactured. The CF-i 00, which was retired as a fighter in 1963 was regarded infl
nationally as one of the best fighters of the 1950s& It served in fine squadrons in Cana
and in 1956, a CF -100 squadron was assigned ta each of the four European wings, pi
viding NA TO with its first all-weather fighter.

Inco Metals Company, a unit of Inco
Limited of Toronto, seid it is proceeding
with the $72-million first phase of a new
open-pit nickel mine at its Thompson,
Manitoba operations. The new mine is to
start producing in 1984 end will replace
current open-pit operetions, which will b.
depleted et thet time. The company plans
a second phase, a $64-million devel'op-
ment of the rest of the orebody, to begin
in 1988 with production in 1991.

Agriculture Minuster Eugene Whelan
has announced that Agriculture Canada
will spend $2.8 million on contracts for
energy research and development in tuis
fiscal vear. About $1.8 million of the

tion in Colifomnia.

Canada will contribute $100,000 i
response to an appeal by Gambie f(
emergency assistance. The grant will É:
provided through the World Food Pr,
gram and will permit the United Natior
organizetion to contribute food aid i
addition to its pledge of 850 metric tor
of rice. The funds, being provided t
the Canadian International Developmei
Agency, will purchase epproximately 2<
metric tons.

The Export Devolopment Corporatic
(EDC) has announced the signing of eigt
recent financing agreements totallir
(Cdn.) $1 0,993,733 to support Canadiý
export sales to Australie, Chile, Colombi
Czechoslovakia, Israel, Mexico and Swi
zerland.
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