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METHODO FOR TRACHING FRACTIONS

In thc following mnethods for te.iching fractions 1
amn attempting to show lîow liv sinifle nieans p)upils
may be led to deduce the various priticipies ana ruh's
used in applying fractions.

Many teachers may believ'e that to give the rules
withoezt seekting for reasons %%ill save limie and give the
same results.

From a long exprence ini teaching and inspecting
schools, 1 arn convinced that tirne spent in finding rcasons
for thc various fundamnental principles and operations
in arithinetie saves time in the more advanced grades.

Too many of us are satisfied to lake on faith the
rules we use without trobling ourseh'cs about the rra.%ons 1(
for thefiL

Even young children take delight in being led to
discover reasons for theemselveS.

As attention depends 90 largely on interest, the time
thus spent is not wasted if it helps ta cultivate Uie habit
of attention.

In Uic following outlines the questions and answers
given are 0111Y SUggestive as ecd teacher must vary Uic
questions ta suit the class. A great many examples
should be used before any principle or rule is given.
Frequent reviews of thc principles and ruies should be
givezi as Uic woek prooSds.

Before applying Uiec mies la written work give an
abundance of oral or mental work using small numbers.

Most childreft when Uic>' reach.Uic grade la which
the teadiigof fractions is required know what is meanit
by &ec temn one-halff, can get the half of objects such as

app es, trlg crayons of chalk, etc., and can express
on-afifailgures thmsY2.

Take goabject that is casily broken, say a c r
OfdiiaàaM aïk Uiceclass ta tel you what you must do
in aider ta geM one-haif of the abject.

The answer,, as I have heard it froin hundreds of
d Mse sd even frein teachers at a Teachers' Institute,
wili be: Bzcak itln two.

Break it ita a short and a long pieoe and thus
tes&di teinta, be mom exact in their expression. They
wifBoa ei eyu tabreak it la two m inchemidçDe. Lead
than to use «M such expression as: Divide Uic chatk,
or whtevr it may be, ito two equal parts.

Place both pieces on the table and tel Uiem you
unit oe-haif of Uic abject They, wil ten you ta take

me um Byquestio iem you ma>' secure smre
umjc exPreWMoe as the folowing: To get one-haif of
Mry abject, divide Uic abject lato two equal parts and
*te.me purt. Ak morn pupil ta pl c h fraction one-
hf oS tle board: thus Y2. Question Uiern until Uic>'
M, that tii.âpre below tUic Une tella iuta how mai>'

ctqtal pa.rts tue olîject as divided, asu" à
the liw et(Il% îowiiany lparts are takM . Hon t.
tvw of tuev ternis numerator anddeialan

p at 1 i11i1r of fractions such as g ,*
ve., on iie w hrd. Question untl duel «a bftI
get any of those fractions of an object, ce in t
fraction of an abject. Thus taki 0 > q o~
able to tell you to divide the abject Intoeight o
ali t take iluce of the parts.

'l'O îeawh the reading of fractions tab may fM
sav i, l'ontt o the denaminatoran sd MU b
pairts arrc allkd sevenths. They shauld b be
naine the parts in any fraction, thus in *ths
calu the parts eighths, in 1 they woiciiun t
ninths. Use a variet'y of abjects, a"l as »bS,1
lines on the, board, etc, and have duud4~
pupils into such parts as fouillis, oîlztbs *.

stick, say eight inchet long, snd aak a puepIo m js
eight equal parts. Hold up one part s&M a*
tion of the stick you have. Thesaum woi $o
eighth. Have it written thus 4. Promd la
way %ith two, three or mom pieces, have 6use&W
the board tius * ,etc, and resd& Dm
way mith other fractions until say fnd
place on the board can be ead. la Oie
and thirds the nanes of the partesmm t Wî
known at the beginning

In the beginning if )-ou use l"ndsuOm6
sticks for the pupls ta divide, use a nuta
that is a multiple of thc enoinar.I
of a hine use a line that is S ini., 10 jn&, 15 ""
nunber of inches that is a multiple of Sv&.

Ask thecldmshow to gct #of a à" iq
14 inches long and have itin onepie=.

Some may bable to tellyMu
For those who cannet tel!, quosa 1Ci

follows. Q. How longzs the sck? A
Q. Into how many equal parts 9hwld 1t6
A. 7 equal parts.

Q.How long should ecd pat be? .,
Q.How mnysuch parts are b

Q. How long woul he ie1pb t 1-
left in one pieoe? A. 10 in.

In thesammway find Sof 24
oents, etc., until Uic whole dam ca O
of any number not invalving fractios

To teacli thc use of Uic, ternis
proper fraction and mixed nunme:T"
sticks ecd 12 in. long. -Divide cadi
Tell thcm that the mcaning of th e .
thing is one or nmr equal pima cesÈ
thing, but not the wholc. A&k M
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