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O N the briny waters wbch skrt our Island coatt
and indent our gently undulating land with)

numerous bays, and send far inland the smoothly
fiowing streams fornîting our rivers, may be seen many
species of the alert and suspicious duok. Aiter Winter
lias withdrawn bis icy shackles, but particularly during
the seasons of migration, they float on the water, niove
with ease and grace through it, or in rapid flight pass
froro one place to another over its surface. Some seek
the openl waters of the bays, and the more expansive
though more turbulent, guif ; others prefer the quieter
ar.d less exposed rivers, with their sheltered coves and
Iimpid streains.

Some species are abundant, others are rare. Of
the latter we see but few, and them, perbaps, at distant
întervals, and there are some species which, at no timne
visit our shores. Rarely is one seen during the Winter,
and then oniy on the sea where a rift in the encireling
icy expanse gives it an opportunity to obtain its food.

The bill of a duck ia Jamellate, which means that
the inandibles are fumnished with a series of plates or
saw..toothed projections and these projections fit into
one another. By ineans of them àa duck eau hold the
smail crustaceans, tishes, and other marine animais and
vegetables which largely constîtute its food.

The Mergaiisers have narrow, almost round, bis
and the lamelle are pointed and reenrved or bent
back, a structure which aida themn in holding securely
the fishes which they seize under water. They are
expert divers and can with eaee swim a great distance


