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good deal of the increase is due to advancing prices, but it
is gratifying to note that the output in nearly every case
has increased. :

‘“Water-borne shipments of lumber inereased 20,000,000
feet, with a total of 108 millions as against 88 millions, while
the output of newsprint paper has grown from 112,206 in
1918, to 123,607 tons. Shingles also show a record year,
both in quantity and value.

““The total log scale for the year is 1,758,329,995 feet,
as against 1,761,184,406 feet the previous year. The slight
decrease is partially due to labor difficulties in the woods
and partly to the fact that the output of aeroplane spruce
swelled the total in 1918. :

Fire-fighting costs last year were $330,000, as against
$229,000 in 1918, the increase being due to the fact that
owing to a very dry season, with high winds prevailing in
many districts, fire risks were abnormal. The Department
plans to maintain a still closer fire patrol during 1920, and
is also preparing to go very fully into the question of con-
serving British Columbia’s forest resources.

¢““While the estimated production of the mining indus-
try in British Columbia for the year 1919, put in terms of
monetary value, is considerably less than it was in 1918,
there is every reason for looking forward to the future with
confidence. Preliminary compilations put the value of the
1919 output at $33,421,333, as against $41,782,474 for 1918,
a reduction of $8,361,141, or equivalent to a decline of about
20 per cent. ;

“In consideration of these figures, however, it is im-
portant that some points should be remembered. One is
that the value of the mineral production for the past yeal,
although not as great as in the years 1916, 1917 and 1918,
is greater than in any previous year for which we have any
record. Another is that 1919 was the first year of peace
since 1914. The stimulation created by the unusual de
mands of the war was withdrawn suddenly. The industry;
one day faced with an insatiable market, the next found
itself confronted by a world struggling to readjust itself t0
conditions of peace and re-establishment. Under these i
cumstances it must be a matter of congratulation that our
mining industry was able to maintain an output consider-
ably in excess of any previous normal year.

¢““What has been said as to our reasons for feelings of
satisfaction in this respect is illuminatingly illustrated bY
sections of the United States. We find that in the State
of Arizona the reduction in mineral output, in compariso?
with 1918, amounted to 46 per cent.; that in the case ©
Montana it amounted to the same; that Utah suffered 2
decline of 47 per cent.; Nevada a decline of 52 per cent.;
California one of 36 per cent.; Colorado one of 35 per cent.
Idaho one of 47 per cent., and New Mexico one of 60 per
cent. And so it ig clear that those of the United States %
which mineral production is a substantial industry, suffere
a more considerable decrease in production than in Briti
Columbia.

“Those who are interested in the mining industry—
and all residents of the Provinee should be, as it relat
to the development of one of our most notable resources”
will have noted, perhaps, that the 1919 decrease is d
almost entirely to copper- Two factors are responsible’
namely, the lesser quantity produced and the lower mar 4
price obtained from that produced. Here let me say tha
the output of copper ecannot be curtailed without affectin®
the production of gold and silver, as these minerals
found to a considerable extent in most of our ecopper 0r%

“The cause of the decline of copper production is t0 ;
found in nothing that was peculiar only to British Columb’z’
but in eonditions that affected equally the whole wrol
During the war the nations accumulated a surplus sﬂf.ﬂ,
cient to provide for war needs should transportation facil

ties be unduly interfered With._ Thus when war ceased ,th;
great nations were supplied with enough copper, accord:;; ¢

to estimates, to meet the requirements of two years ubd
(Continued on Page Twenty.)



