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The Y.M.C.A. and What Lt Stands For
By Thorleif Larsen

'£le Y.M.C.A. lias itot receîved (111e support'froîin the studfents of tAie Uiixersitv tlîjs ycar and
it is thoughit that possi>ly one rcasoît for tItis
state of affairs is that the real wvorth and iiean-
ing of the Association mnay flot be fully appreci-
atcd.

XX'e shial I endea\-or iii this article to toucli o a
fcw of its inany features that claiiii the hearty
support of every stulen t and( iieier of t lie
Iaculty.

'flic subjeut is too vast for anytlîing like a LýOli-
plete exp>ositio)n of it and s0 we shall try to con-
Iince ourselves to a few of tlîe' more salient phases
of the work.

It xviii le unnecessary for us to dwxell oi the
xvork thiat titis Association is doing iii the larger
centres of populiationi aîîd aînong the youtîg men
of iinig camps and railroads, grand and a lur-
ing thoughi this feature of the iniovemient nîlay lie.
\Xe, however, are more jarticularly, interested iii
the Y.M.C.A. iii so far as it lias to d10 with sti-
(lent actixitv, and accor(hingly we shall (eal xvithi
this p)art of the subject oflly.

The Student Y.M.C.A. Moveinient is one of the
iargest and oldest Christian student inoveinients
in the worl(l. It lias united the stll(ents of over
tltirty nations iii elexen niational an(i internation-
al mnoveinents, wvîth a iliembilers-h*p of ioo,000
students anI( I)rofess(>rs in 1,,500 institutions. In
North Am-erica it niow includes nearly every col-
lege and universitv, (lefoininationai andl other-
wvîse, and is inore'extensive thii any other inter-
coliegiate organization-athletic, literary, fra-
ternal, political, or religions. It eiblraces about
i,2oo student centres, with an enrolmient of near-
ly 200,000o. 0f these 51,000 are iiieniihers of tlhie
Association.

Thie iituediate objects of the mnoveient are
1'to lead students to becomne intelligent and
loyal disciples of Jesus Christ as their Saviour
and Lord; to hielp theie iii the battie with the
inany and subtie teilptations of student life; to
build up strong Christiant faitli and symmiietrical
Christian character; to train students in itidi-
Vidual and associated Christian wrr iii or(ler
that they inay be inost -nseful iii the Chiurcli; to
place upon tltei a l>urden of responsibility for
the extension and uphuilding of the Kingdomi of
Christ throughoiit the world, and to influence
then-1 to place thîcir lives whiere. they cati hest
serve their generation."'

- Every student lias three separate îîeeds-men-
tai, physical, and iùoral: 'flic~ flrst two are, of
course, 'well attended in every institution, of
learning, but, in the case 'of the last, there wvould
be a gap were it flot for the existence of the Y.

M\IC.A. A stîîdleît's mtoral needs, more cspecially
il, a îtott-dieinotîuinatioiial institution, can be at-
teîtded to oltly by a non-dexioinational organ-
ization and sucît the Y.MI.C.A. is. It is the prin-
cipal factor and, inii many cases, the only factor
wlticli stands for the cultivation of the mi-oral and
reigions in tîte institutions of higlier learning.

Tlhese institutions are assuning an increasingly
itmportant pilace in niational life. Witlh their rapid
growth iii equipmient and prestige the probleni
of the dcvelopmleîît of those îmoral aî'd spiritual
forces Nvlicl will deepen and strengthien charac-
ter lias becomne more comiplex. Students need di-
rcctiont an(l motive for the iltiesù life service as
itînceli as tluey need teclînical and cultural
training. Most institution,,s have commiiitted the
cultivatiomt of thtese higlier etnds to tue students
theiitselves, an(l the answer of the students hias
beeni the organization and developînient of the
Studenit Youtng Meii's Christian Association in
l)ractically every ittstitution iii the country.
Xlen wve consider what a very impihortant part
those wvho are now stîîd(nts are (lestiW(l to take
iii national life, we caît understand low great
and liow serious is tîte work of the Y.M.C.A.
ailnong thein. Thanks to thieii Christian man-
l1<ol is becoining more and more in evidence in
the hiiguer positions of life.

lIt the institutions of highier education the As-
sociation is largely reîîderiîîg the service whicli
the Clînrch reîîde-s, to the whole éonunity, but
whiclt it alone col not perforiin for these cen-
tres of leariîing because of their undeioina-
tional character. 'fhe Citurdi eas, of course,
clone inunch good work even here, but it is gener-
ally recogtîized *tlîat Associations, mianaged by
tîte stn(lents theiselves, have constituted the
chief influence for the promotion of the Kingdonu
of Christ in the lives of the students. Tfhe Presi-
deunts of eveli distinctively denomninational insti-
tutions testify tlîat the Y.M.C.A. lias been of
great value in proinoting the religions life of the
colleges. Because of dhatiging, conditions niany
Çltristiaii professors are tiot taking so active a
part iii proînoting tue religioxîs and1 moral life of
the students as formerly. Th'lis gap lias been fill-
cd by the Association and it is now indispens-
able. Ex-Presidetît Patton, of Princeton, says:
"The Y.M.C.A. lias well niglh the iionopoly of
the religions culture of mir universities and col-
leges. "

Forinerly tbe religions forces of the students
were narro-v iii influence, scattered, aîîd loosely
organized into independent societies. Now these
forces have been organized by the V.M.C.A. into
one powerful body. The societies. worked largely


