
THE GLEE CLUB TOUR.

Towards noon on Tuestiay, December i 5 tb, a number
of betiragghcd students mighit bave been seen hurrying
thrau gh the sluslb anti slop, bedeoketi witb cap andi gawn,
each bearing on biis shoulders or luggiug witb weary arm
a valise of partentaus look and unutterable weigbt, andi
when at hast tbey reacli the IlUnion " and board their
special car, a large-sized siglb of relief goes up as the
valise cames tiown with a dm11 thuti on tbe floor. Soon
the beils clang ont their warning note and with snail-like
pace we pull out of tbe station. The mucb taîkeci of tour
bas begun.

Two enthusiasts bave painted us a sign bearing the
legenti, IlVarsity Gice Club, Toronto," anti it proves an
abject of admiration and no littie awe ta the rustics, as we
fly along at the rate of ten miles an hour.

After a stop at Hamilton, St. Catharines is reached
anti witb a yell of exultation w/e proceed ta tatce possession
of the towr. A reli-arsal, a supper, anti an i-our sperît ini
struggiug with refractory collar buttons, cravats bounti ta
get raundi an ane side, and pumfps whale sizes too small
and we are ready for tbe fray. As we sally out, tbe ramn
cames dawn in torrents tbrough tbe pitcby tiarkness of
unligbteti streets, but witbin the churcb ail is warn and
briglit, an(1 a good-sizcti crowd greets us as we step uipon
tbe platform for aur first concert.

Ahl went Ilmerry as a marriage bell," anti aur exertions
were rewarded a liberal meed of applause. The Il sweet
strains " aver, a descent was nmade on the Il lower regioris,"
where a pleasant-looking supper table, surrountîct by
pleasanter looking faces, was laid, andi midst the clatter af
cups and plates, arîd the gleani of brigbit eyes, ail] aur woes
were forgotten anti spirits bubbleti o'er in merry jest and
sang.

The next marning sees us an aur way again, anti soon
that place of world-wide fame, Niagara Falls, is reacheti.
Our luggage safely stowed away, we cross the bridge,
and, with Meinherr Scbiuch in comnmand, proceeti ta view
tbe sigbts. After walking for an hour or more, and sceing
nothing but a numiber of buildings, bearng the mystic
words SAMPLE Roam, in large yellaw letters, we take pas
session of a wayside inni, and demolisb aysters and beef-
steak ta the strains of Trovatare, rendered by a remark-
able combination caileti an Orchestrion, in au atijoining
room. Then after an bour's rest anti recreatian, we go
tiown anti have a critical lonk at tbe Falls, anti b aving
pronounceti theni genuine, hie us again ta tbe Canadian
share.

A first-class bouse greeted us in tbe evening, anti with
the confidence of aid bauds, ve titi ourselves ample
justice, anti tue rafters fairly rang xvitb applause.

A royal spreaci fallowed, tiuring which one unblusbing
freshman was seen ta pass bis plate five times far trifle,
anti was accardingly rebuketi. Supper was followed by
promeuading anti tiancinîg, and it was in the Ilwee sma'
haurs " when we returned ta rest with the cbeering know-
letige that dawniung day mnust sce us on aur way again. Is
it any wonder, theni, that twa of us were left ? Nay, verily;
tbe wonder is that nat two, but tbirty were nat left bebinti
ta maurn.

Slawest of tbe slow was the train, anti innumerable the
stops next day, anti it was witb glati heart we hearti the
brakesman caîl out IlBrantfard," andi felt the jarring of
the brakes as the train came slowly ta a stantistill. B3rant-
ford is a delightful place, anti wbo of us woulci nat have
liketi ta settie tiown there, anti that without delay, espccially
near the Ladies' College.

After a very sociable tume spent at the Callege in the
afternoan, we were nlot in the best of trîim for oîîr concert
in the evening, but nevertbeless succeetiet in charming the
large audience assembleti in Wycliffe Hall. Unstinteti
applause rewartiet aur efforts, anti we retireti from tue
hall a satisfied thougl somewhat sleepy crawd of students,
the mare fortiuate ta wvent their way ta the home of one

of Brantford's fair ones, to, sperit a short time ini social
converse, the rest to console themselves witb slumber deep.

On thç follawing afternoon we arriveti at Chathanm.
Chathamn is a town on the Thames, and boasts among other
wonderful things a IlStreet Railway Systeiii." Sonie 0f
the freslimen had never seen a street railway systemi before,
and gazed witb no littie wonder at the car as it stood in
the mniddle of the roat, N\hile horse andi driver took a quiet
siesta in the shade of a spreading maple. We were stili
pondcring over these things when we took our places on the
stage of the Opera Ho use in the evening, but they soOl,
gave way ta subjects of mare grave import. An entliusi
astic drauglit mratie vigorous and frequeut dlaims on Our
attention. It seemeti to corne frorn everywbere at once,
anti several times threateueti ta sweep the whole club, con-
ductor andi ail, bodily off the stage. The audience too waS
differeut franii the general ruîi of audiences. A caini digD
nity characterized it througbout, and gave way only befare
the classic strains of IlKemo-Kimo." Il God save the
Q ueeni" put an cuti ta the concert, an(1 we retireti witb a
sense of tiuty dane, glati anti yet sorry that it was ail over.

The uext morning saw us on aur bomeward journey, a
wiser but nat sadder crowd. Ahl taa soon we reacheti the
city again, and the tour of 'çïr was a tbing of the past.

The tour was in every way a complete su, ,cess, anti is
tioubtless but a fore-runuer of greater things ta came. P

O B ITU ARY.

JOHN ALFRED SPARLING, B.A.. '88.

It is aur painful duty this week ta record the death 01
one of Taronto's most distinguishea graduates, Mr. Johnl
A. Sparling.

While attending tbe University hie took a brilliant stand
flot only in the class-lists but iu ail cîepartrnents connecteti
with aur college. He accupieti the mast distinguisbed
positions in the gift of bis fellow-stutients.

He was Presitient of the University Y. M. C. A. duriilg
bis last year, aud tbroughout bis wbole course taak an
active part in its work. He was the ackuowledged leader
of the affirmative party, whicb gaineti such a signal victory
in 1 888. These are the mast conspidilous evidences of bis
extreme popularity and wide-spread influence.

Tbe followinig is a clipping fromi one of the newspahiers
of Stratbroy, where lie laboreti ever since graduation. The
paragrapli speaks for itsclf:

DEATH'S SAD WORK.

It is aur sati duty ta-day ta announce the tieath of Mlr.
Johin A. Sparling, mathemnatical master of the StratbraY
Collegiate Institute After a very short anti distresslng
illness bie passed away tbis morniug at eight o'clack. OnlY
hast Thursday lie wvas at bis place in the schoal, appareutlX
in gaod health, to-day bis relatives and friends mauru his
death, and tbe cessation of wark at the Callegiate Institt 5t
indicates the keenness of the regret of bis fellaw-workers
ai-i of thet whole bodiy of students for wbose welfare lie
bas toileti so bard. Mr. Sparlinig was a yaung man of uf"
usual ability and promise. His early taking off is larnelt'
able indeed. If is sterling character anti rnly warth were
well known ta ail. The old proverb says, IlNothing bot
goati of the dead," but here was a man about wham, wbell
alive, no aone coulti say or even tbink anything but go0d'
Mr. Sparling's connection with Strathroy dates back to
1884. He came here as a pupil in January of that yeef
with Mr. Wetberell, who had been bis teacher in St. Mary 5'
Last Thursday, the day bie was stricken tiown, was the
eiglitb auniversary of bis coming ta this town. In the
stimmer of 1884 lie matriculateti at Toronto University
After a brilliant course of study in Toronto lie retUrne.
aft er four years ta Strathray ta attend tbe Training In0 5 l'
tute. As the most distinguisbed teachier in bis class,. i
was chosen in Dec., 1888, ta fihi a vacancy in the Collegiatef
Institute staff. He was soan promoted ta the positiOO 0


