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pictuire on the xvall or iii the book is
flot to be despiscd; indeed it is deplor-
ab)le that the l)ictures ni our reading-
books are SO wretched, and the walls
of our school-roorns s0 bare. Proper-
ly selected pictures work very power-
fully, thonlgh insensibhy on the child's
mini. Bnt in literature, prose and

l)octryV, especiallvr if snipplenîented by1
roond pictures, the chiil is hroughit inito

contact with the wvorld of nature, and
always in a way to draw ont its sym-
p)athies. Nursery rhvmnes are an in-
dispensable bcginning, T arn persuaded,
ernbodvîig,- as rlîey (Io, a profonn<1i ani

etsimlple c)nlook oil tii worl( of lia-
ttiral things, and indýirectlv, leacliiig a

child to love these izhiligýs and treat
tbem in the right wav. Evenl sad
rhyrnes, like Cock Robini. pnirifv ami
enflarge the child'ls feelings. Nursery
jingles, thien, begin the process of edul-
cation by which the ciilid passes ont
of the smaller into the larger world.
Foolish as tbcv scrni to he, their folly
is the folly of love and joy, not the foi-
lv of ignorance, and they make a goocl
foundation for subsequent scientific
study. 0f couirse in these rnerry
verses animnais are macle to speak like
human beings, and E-1rnest Sefon-
TJhompson bas rejectecl that plan of
portraving the animaIs' mm1ild. But il.
dcs not rnaterially concerni tis here as
to the lnietllo(l employeci, whcther it be
that of Seton Thornpsofl or that of
Kipling, thic great tlîing is that by dif-
ferent roads diff'eflnt writers arrive at
the saine goal, namel>CIv to awaken, ini
the Younig a co rdial a"i il iîmate inter-
est ini ail living fluings'.

(2') Now very sqoofi. indcccl, litera-
turc iii the stricter selisc of the w ord eau
coric to the assistance of tlie' nulrscry
tale. L ong he fore the chiil (I cal] read for
biîîîsei f, or reýadI olv 'vith lal)ollr, it

shoilci be farniliar witb snich a 1)eauti-
fui poern as iBlake's "Little Lamb, who
made thee ?" and maniy other sîmilar
wn\11derful object lessoiis, 50 that its
hecart rnay be right before it needs ex-
pressly to think and kn-owv. This pro-
cess of building up the pupil's syfl-
pathy really neyer stops and is of the
iiest application. The Uower of true

poetry here is of the mnost ct1rioti andl
far-reacliug kind even for adults. Wc
arc ail able, for example, to enjoy to
sorne degree, the delightful scenery of
'lcri-' olcl Eugland, its hedge-rows anci
spring flowers, although we May neyer
biave secil the land with our bodily
cv~es. The claffodil, iii full bloom at
the presenit moment ini our hot-bouses,
has already puit on ail its gloriotis ar-
ray in flic opeii air in the home of oir
fathers, daffodils, says Shakespeare,

That corne hefore the swallow dares,
and take

The winds of March with beauty.
(Winters Tale, IV., 3.)

Talk of the magie Eastern carpet which
uvas able to transport you in a trice to
distanit shiores ; there is no rnagic to
equal tbat of the poet's wan(l, which
is able in the txvinkliiig of an cye to
unlloacl the spoils of these shores at
otir very feet. Suirely it is a great
niatter, even fromi this sinmple point of
vicxv, to bave the littie mies grow Uip to
lic citizens of tbe wholc empirc, everi
thotigh it be tlîcir lot to live ini its re-
uîîotcst corner.

(3) As the years pass the chilcl begiins
miore or less cc)iscioiusly to for-ni ideals.
The bîoy, w~ho \vaits 'to l)e a mian, is
tbinking ini lus own way of wvliat a
man is ; andI tbe girl, too, is forininig
bier idea of wliat it is to he grown il].
At tibis taeliteratuire bas a decideul
tiioli-li niaiuily iifflirect part to, platy.
Tlhe tit-ue lbas conue wben lIiographYý


