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with far greater ease and safety than where the
sovereign power is centralized.” ¢ This race
(the Anglo-Saxon) of unequalled energy, with
all the majesty of numbers and the might of
wealth behind it—the representative, let us
hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Chris-
tianity, the highest civilization—having devel-
vped peculinrly aggressive traits caleulated to
impress its institutions upon mankind, will
spread itself over the earth.” My plea is
not, save Amerviea for America’s sake, hut
save Awerica for the world’s sake

But, if the Anglo-Saxon race is accumulat-
ing irresistible power with which to press the
die of its civilization upon the world, it should
be made more fit for its work, and ¢¢it is criti-
cally important that our plastic inatitutions be
brought under the moulding hand of Christ,
and that, His teachings be recognized as bind-
ing on all men, not only in their relaticns with
God, but #lso in their daily relations with one
another.” For those who do not accept His
teachings as authoritative, Dr. Strong brietly
sums up the internal argument for helicving
that ““the character and life portrayed in the
Gospels is, beyond a peradventure, genuine,”
ard points out very clearly that any other
hypothesis would be infinitely more incredible.
In this connection he makes a remark which
many over-timorous Christians would do well
to pcnder :—*“ 1t has heen o mischievous mis-
take on the part of many Christians to build
their faith rot solely on Christ, the Rock of
Ages, but partly and largely on the shifting
sands of human theories.  Not o few are say-
ing to-day that if they are comypeiled to sur-
vender their belief in the inerrancy of Serip-
ture their faith in Christianity will have to go
with it. That would e a sacrifice as gratuitous
as sad. Nothing can shake my confidence in
Christianity which does not shake my confi-
dence in the life and character of Christ, for
He is the only true foundation of the Christian
faith.”

But Dr. Strong enforces the fact, that,
while Christ laid down the fundamental laws
which provide for the full development of in-
dividuals and the perfect organization of soci-
¢ty, the Church has not been true to the
second of these laws, * Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.”  Obedience to th's com-
mand would necessarily regenerate the whole
social system, by eradicating the selfishness
which now vitiates it. Tt is too true that the
Church has too generally ignored this *‘ royal
law,” that, as Dr. Strong observes, she ¢ has
regarded the second great command as an ideal
beyond the attainment of human society ; a
beautiful sentiment to be admired, rather than
a practical law to be obeyed in all the relationg
of life—social, industrial, commercial and
political. So true is this, that many will look
on a serious attempt to make the law of love
o one’s neighbour the warp running throogh
all vur social fabric, as highly quixotic,”

¢ This failure of the Church to discharge
her high mission has,” says our author, * had
far-reaching consequences, has maimed and
belittled Christian life, made an injurious dis-
tinction between the ¢ sacred’ and the ‘secu-
lar,” a distinction unknown to the early
Church ; has established a fatal divorce between
doctrine and conduet, cultivating a selfish in-
dividualism, and naturally resulting in an or.
ganization of society which is not Christian,”
Yo generally is this acquiesced in, that our
author quotes a most reputable wman of busi-
ness as remarking : *‘ There is no such thing
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as business without lying ;” and another writer
as declaring that *““a sensitive conscience must
he left behind when its possessor goes into the
office or the shop.”  We are all familiar with
similar remarks in our daily intercourse.

Dr. Strong cites the widespread and deep
disconte '~ F *he artizan class as sufficient evi-
dence Lhamﬂulustrial system is not Eased
on Christian principles, and deelares, with a
true appreciation of the situation, that ** we
shall have no industrial peace- until political
economy becomes a department of applied
Churistianity, or, as some would prefer to say,
till Christianity has hecn substituted for politi-
cal economy.” Till recently, indeed, ¢ the
Church has loft the study of the science of
society almost wholly to unbelievers, giving, of
course, the common impression that religion is
a thing apart from the ordinary life of man,
and alienating from Christianity not only the
great class of workers, dissatisfied because their
eondition has not improved proportionately
with the general improvement of conditions,
but also the growing class of men who cherish
higher ideals respecting socicty than those
which the Church scems, by its inaction, to
endorse.

Dr, Strong’s chapter on ** Popular Discon-
tent,” is a very fair and suggestive analysis of
the causes of the widespread dissatisfaction
among the lower classes with the existing con-

ditions of their lives.  With regard to the vex-

ed question whether the lahourer is hetter off

to-day than he was centuries ago, be quotes
several dittering opinions, concluding with that
of Prof. Kly and President Low, which seems
to hiv the truth: ‘° When we cowmpare the
actual amount of wages received by the labour-
ing classes now with their former wages, we
find onrselves obliged to abandon that super-
ficial optimism based on an imperfect analysis
of industrial conditions. There scems to Dbe
an absolute improvement, but can we certainly
say that this has been relative 77 At all events,
g0 long as New York city holds 1,103 million-
aires, with from one to one hundred and fifty
millions each, and living in an extravagent
luxury in keeping with their millions, side by
gide with two-thirds of the population living
in tenement houses and many of them in pov-
crty and wretchedness beyond description,
with deaths from starvation perpetually taking
place, Dr. Strong evidently thinks that Ameri-
can society, at least, is a long way from being
based on the Christian law, ‘ Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself.”

In his chapter on ““ The Problem of the
City,” Dr. Strong considers carefully the vari-
ous evils and dangers of city life-—over-crowd-
ing, civie corruption, heathenisin of the masses,
pauperism and intemperance. His strenuous
words might well rouse the Church to a more
active and practical share in combatting these
evils. Thelsolution of the problem of pauper-
ism Dr. Strong places (vightly, we believe,) on
the principle of personal contact, including,
of course, sympathy and pevsonal influence.
The poor cannot he uplified by machinery, or
by any rough-and-veady wholesale measures,

r ¢ short and easy methods,” or by poor-laws,
which substitute a cold and degrading ofheial-
ism for the warm and mutually beneficial con-
tact of heart with heart. He belicves that the
churches could cope with this growing evil, if
they could arouse their members generally to
the high and holy duty of following in their
Master’s steps, by giving of themselves to the
needs of their brother man, instead of paying
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