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Crystliized themselves into a motive for a story, and, without delay. I set myseif to
Work upon it. My boy was about six weeks old when the manuscript was finished ; and
one evening, as we sat before a comfortable tire in our sitting-roorn, with the curtains
drawn and the sof t larnp liglited, and the baby sleeping- soundly in the adjoining
Chamfber, 1 read the story to my wife.

When I had finjshed, my wife arose, and threw berseif into my arma. I 1 was
Ileer so proud of you," 1'be said, her gla 1 eyes sparkling, "las 1 arn at this moment.
That is a wondorî ni story! It js, indeedi 1 arn sure il ie jnst as good as ' His Wife's
Deceased Sister."'

As, slle spoke these words, a suddeon and cbilling sensation crept over us both. Ail
ber warrnth and fervour, and the prond and happy glow engendered within me by this
Plaise and appreciation from one I lovad, vanisuiel in an instant. We stepped apart,
and gazed upon eacb. other with pailid faces. la the sarne moment the terrible trutb
bad liashed upon us bath:

This Btory was as good as Il Hie Wife's Deceased Sister"'l!
We Stood silent. The exceptional lot of Barbel's super-pointed pins seemed ta

Plerce our very souis. A dreadf ni vision rose before me of an impending f aIl and crash,
In Wbieh cr dornestic happinesa shouid vanish, and onr prospects for our boy be
Wreoked JuBt as we bad begun ta buiid thema up.

UsY Wife approached me, and took my baud in bors, whicb was as cold as jas. IIBe
etrong and firmi 1" she said. IlA -great danger tbreatens us, but you must braca yonr-
Self again8t il. Be etrong and firm 1"

1 Preseed ber hand, and we said no more that night.
The next day 1 took the manuscript I had just written, and carefnliy folded il le

atout wrapping paper. Then 1 went ta a ueiglibonring grocery store, and bought a
aral Strong lin box, originally intended for biscuit, with a caver Ihat fitted lîghtly. le
'h.si"1placed My mauiiscript; and then I took the box to a tinsmith, and had the top
*aitened on wilh bard solder. Whou I went home 1 ascended int the garrel, and
brouIglt dowu t0 My stndy a ship's cash box, which. had once belouged to one of My
fatuuly Who was a sea-captain. This box was very heavy, and firmly bound with iron,
and wa secured by two massive locks. CaUling my wife, 1 toid her of the contents of
the tu~ Case, wbicb I then placed in the box; and having shut down the heavy lid, 1

aobYlocke d it.
-"This key "*saili I, putting il in my pocket, 1' shahl tbrow juta the.river wben I

go oljt Ibis af c1ernoon."I
WiY Wife watched me eagerly, with a pallid and firma-set countenance,.but upon
'h I ciould Ss the faint glimmer of returning happinese.

"Wouldu'î it ha weil,' she eaid, '1 ta secure il sîill f rther by eealing-wax and pieces0f tape?"'
"N 4 o,"' said 1, "1 1 do flot believe that any one wili attempt ta lamper with our prosper-

tY' And nQow my dear," I continuedl in an impressive voioe, ' 1no one but you and, le
lhe course of lime, our son shaîl know that this manuscript exista. Whien 1 arn dead,
those Who survive me may, if they see fit, cause Ibis box 10 be splil open, andi lie

et»r PUblisied. The reputation il may give my name cannol barma me lhen."

.]eROM the Fort nigktly Review for January we quote portions of a very
ititereestilg and timnely paper entitled IlFire- Discipline," by Mr. Archibald

Pl'obes, It is valuable as calling attention to the defects of the modern

systeria Of Mxilitary training, which inculcatea the principle of"I cover at ail

The COrnpounj wbich Ibhave taken as the tille, for Ibis paper is the German ex-
P"55iOu for tiat conduct of the soidier undar tic stress of acînal battle wbirh is. ex-
Ite t rra him as the crowning resait of assidaus moral and professional training.

's rire-discipline liaI is the grand test of true soldieriood, flot dappgr marching on the
Pardeont smnartness in picking up dressing, nol ramarod-like selting up, palishedbtOI8 and spotiess acdoutrements. These ail bave their value, flot, bowever, as re-at 5t, bu1t as contributories; îîey are among tie means thet help ta lie ail-importantend liat Wben the huallats are bumrning and ticsheis are crashing the soldier shall he

a otioe atr, di,3ciplined unit of a mighly wbole wbose purpose is viclory. Tie
ds. or 0f the great Frederick's era wes a machine. Moltke's man is treined wi th Ibia

W. Modtion between bis predecessor and himself, thal lie shail be a machine endowed
ex ad6Pected. 10 exercise, the iaculy of inteligence. But bis intelligence must

p c'ard, flot interfere wiîh, liaI discipline which mnsl be to bim a second nature.
that y0wn belief, founded on soma experience of divers nationalilies lu war time, is

COo M?îeen are naturally cowarde. I bave thie fullest helief le tie force of the
%fad.1retoIrt ou bis major. "Colonel," said the major, lu a bot tire, ' you are

afraid 1 ses you tremble! " ', Yes, sir," repiied the colonel, Iland if yau wore as
the as I arn you would mun away 1 '1I have the firrnest conviction liaI je cold biood

r4e rass of us wauld prefer tbe air quiet rather than whislliug with bullets. Most
arehQý bike the colonel of thec dialogue-they display bravery because lu the presence

Ts oir irades and of the danger lbey are 100 great cowerds 10 evince poltraonery.
ebiis verage manlmade a capital soldier je the old shoulder-to-shoulder days.p%_ YoO8h Bits jail-birds, Germen haudicrafîsmen, German bauers, Frencb

foddr , and Frencb artisans, were ail prelty much alike made credîlable Ilcannon-
00» TheY would ail marcb mbt tire and Ihole ils sting, each man's righl and Icoft
t fie6 e-~acing on him and bis rear file supparling aI once and biocking hlm. la
SDea1 Ir h national idiosyncrasies deveioped themeelves. The Ilfunk " zone, s0 10

VAcdhdbeau traversed, and tie Brilon marched on steadfastly, the German ad-
inlo a t 130er stpte usian stood stilldoggedly, and h Fecha spurted
hePassion 0ft bebattie becama the ali-absorhing question. Andso, whetier hygreaterors et6aadasîness, or greater or lese dash, the battle was won or lost. Till the

lost illtng point, no man wae ever thrown wholiy upan hie own individuality, or evar
It 6 (ns2ciOnules o! public opinion as represenled hy hie comaradee.

nZe Oilde a shouider " ie dead, and ils influences have died wilh if, but lu the
10.4 he~Y 0f thUtII"swarma attackt buman nature remains unchanged. The soldier of

ratea 1 as bO wrestie wiîh or reepond to hie own individuality; public opinion is sepa.

44 ou im.f 0ya ntraf several paces. H1e is tried by a muai bigher test
faili088-ormation days. And I know, hecausa I have seen, liaI lie of Ian

to b en th~e higliar morale which hie wider scope of individuality exacts of him if lie is
enf0 r eldent. Ilerein lies the weak point of the new methofi of fighting. Caver is
«Ield, an Wile physical contact le ls, the moral tonchisl impairafi. The officer
se Swif .orward signal, but the consequences of flot obeying il do not corne home witb
th: it "'VîdnBS5 to lie reluctant individual man. H1e is bebiud caver, heving obeyed

atl li ds~tu0fl5n o! bis drill master. Haw dear je that cover! lie Ibinis,
etl 1hbai torture that is mbt whicb lie muet uprear bimeelf I So lie lies
-l lea8t awhie, andi bis own particular wave goas on and leaves bim hehind. H1e

'*Oeàfe lth.wet lieh may etill lie. It is a greal Vamptation ; burnan nature je
CES8 hi"a altr autharilies undaretaud Ibeir people, and lbey know the pro.
'Ore reh Moln undergo le being inured 10 war. Therefore 111 itaI tbey do flot en-
Th esort ta I.aver " witb so much solicitude as I have uoticed our officers do.

<Iiiclllc f tha l every compay there are mn wlo will "lie" if alowed toogra
C4. of 1 nd ividual action ; and "1caver ait ail riake" impairseavery liuk le the

Superviseioea. Again, they kuaw liaI il is good for soldiers la dia a bltle oc-ritelgrlaaly- he cad o course, are Ilout of it" but then dealli encourages the
loi t,,,,. S66118buta 10 write je Ibis loue, but j5 not war aîl brutal ? And il is the

'tMaybeo written dowu as an axiorn that fire-discipline unaccompanied

with casualties le weak. .1 rernember standling wilb a German general before Metz
watcbcing a ekirmieli. Thc German batlalion engaged bappenefi 10 consiet ciiefly of
young soldiere, ani1 tbey were flot very elea ly. The oUd general ehrugged hie shouldere
and observed, "lDey vaut ta ha a lital shooted; dey viii do baller next lime." Ail
youug saliers wanl la ha a Il11111e ehooted; " and il je only by exposing thema Sorne-
wbal, instaad ef cadddling thba for over hehini cover, as if cover, nal viclory, wera the
aiim of the day's work, liaI this experieuce eau hafaîl thern. AIl soldiers are the bat-
ter of being Il blo e t ; " lbey neyer altain purposaf ni cooluese 1111 liey have ecquirail
a personal familiarity with blood and deatll.

0cr catastrophie aI Ieandiwaua wae due partly to the error of employing loose for-
mation egainst greal masses o! bold men, whorn a biting tire would dater no wblt from
advancing ; but, je the end, from the scared inability ta redeem Ibis error by a rapid,
purposeful resort to close formation in square or squares. Once the loase fringa of
men dodging for caver was impinge i on, ail was over sava the massacre. The test o!
tire-discipline failel whenever tia strain on il becama severe. The mon lied warkad
Up to Iheir skirmishing tessons ta tie hast of Ibair abilty; when m teterf ni men
brusiad aside tie resuit of liose lassons, there was no moral elemine 10 feil back upon,
no cousuetude ai rasourca to ha as a secoud nature. A rasoînte square formed round
an amn4unition waggon migit bave made a delcuca that would have lased at leasl
until Lord Chelmsford cama bacit from hie straggling excursion ; but no man who eaw
how tia deeli lay on that ghestly liild eould persuade hirneelfinto the balief Ibat thare
bad baua any attempl eit a rally. The only fragment o! gaod that came ouI of the
Isandlwane catastrophe wes the resoantian, lu euy aud every subsequent encounter, 10
show tie Zulue a sotid front; andi lie ratrospect of Isandiwana inîased a melancboly
juta tia succees o! Ulundi, whera tia mosl furiaus oneleugits recoileil from tia lirm
face of the British square.

The Majuha Hill aif air was simply a worse copy o! Ieandlwana. Tiare was no
metbodisad lira-discipline. Il bas beau urged as tie lesson o! Majuba Hil11 Ibat the
Britishi soldier shoutd bave more careful instruction ie marksmauship. Probably
enongli, liaI wouid do birn gooli-it could flot do hlm liarma; but il was col becausa
lie was a hafi marksmau tlaI Mvajuba Hill wae so diecreditable a reverse. It wae be-
causa ha je so mcl a creature of caver and o! dodgiug tiaI ha went ait abroad whan
ha saw a real live euarny standing up lu front of hlm et poiut-hlank range. Il May ba
contendad liaI lioe wara fire-eeasoned soldiers wio pitrlicipatad lu lins u-afornate
business, Yee ; but Ibese, withi no stronger morale la bagin wilh, because o! Ibeir eerly
training in assifinous "n over " tactics, lied suffered in wliat morale lhey migil bave pos-
sassai becanse of previons reversas. One regiment was represanted on that blli-top
whici lied flot parlicipaled lu tiose reverses, and was indeeli fresi from successes lu
Afghanistan. But Afghan fighting je but a poor echool lu wbich ta acquire prompt,
serene self-commend wheu, le old lHevelock's phrase, the calour of tie enemy'e mous-
taches is visible. It was only once, or al mosl twice, wbeu the Afghan did not play tha
dodging game. Ha doas flot care ta look bis enemy funll lu tie face, and lie tries ail lie
knowe la prevenl bis enemay from iaving the opportunily 10 look luirai je face.
Fire-discipime of au alert yet susteinefi character was nal ta ha learned among fle rocks
and atones o! Afghanistan. Wben tie advenluraus B3oer hreaeted the crasl o! tie It ajuhe
ha andlie Britieji soldier confronted eaci othea t close quarters. It was no limnefor long
range eiooting, il was eirnply the lima for lira-discipline of lie read lest praclical ordar
10 make its effect fait. 1 imagine Brilon and Boer staring oe a alle other lu a par-
lnrbed moment of muînal dieguietude. Who sbould the soonar pull bimeelf togaîhar
andi laie action on reîurning presance o! mind? The Boer lied tie botter nerve ; 10
use the American expression, fie was quicker on lie draw. And lien, for lacc o! lire-
disciplina, for waut o! training 10 ha cool, and ta keep their heade within close view of a
hostile muzzle, the Blritish weot 10 piaces in unconîrollable scerca, and the sad issue
wae Swift Io 10 haonsummaled.

The influence of lie Ilget ta cover " lectice have made iteh apparent, if we cara 10
read helwean. the linos, le numberlees pallier instances during our recent litl wars.
Tbe indiscriminate boit o! a picket mnay seam a ernaîl lbing, andi il wilt bappan uaw
and thon in ail armies, but wbau il oenrs frequenîly il s the sureet avidence o! a
feeble morale. Il bas liappeuad 100 oflen o! late ie Britisli armies, and I trace ils
prevalence, whicb I do flot regard as 100 etrong a word, 10 the leck of lire-disciplina
brought about hy tie " 1caver et any price " training.

Tel-el-Kebir f urnishes an incidentaI illustration o! our eborlcoming lu lire-discip-
line, wbicb, as I conîend, bas ils main cause in lie affecte o! 100 sîringent urgency 10
caver. Wolseley sbowed chat discarrnment wbicb je oua o! bis Most valuabla cheractar-
istice, lu rafraining from submitling hie soldiare bo lie strein o! e"I swerm attait" up
ta tie Egyptian position le f air daylight ; and in cioosing insteed, as e micor riek, a
niglit advenca, spite o! ail ils conîlegencias o! hazard, witi the hoped-for culmination
o! a surprise et dsybreek. Tie issue proved hie wisdarn ; and an epleoda of liaI issue,
set forth wilh saldierby irenknass hy Sir Edwerd Hemley, muet have givau hirn a tlirill
o! relief liaI h haid causarved lia spirit o! bis troops for tie final desi, without
axpasing thoa 10 a previous ordeat o! lire. liat deeli, made wbule yet tha gloom
o! tie dyius nigbt ley ou tha seud, General Hamley telle us, wes 150 yards long,
andi it cost lia brigade tiet carried it ouit 200 casuallies ere the Egypîsan entrencliment
was crowned. Il was doue wilb lie first impulse ; no check was bat stop tha onward
impetus o! lia élan; lire-discipline was nol cailed into exerce aet ah. 'l'ie whole o!
lie firel lina prssed on int lie lularior o! lie enamy's position. The second lina fol-
lowcd, but Hamtey, wilb e wise prescience, Il stopped lia parle o! il liaI ware neareel
10 him as tbey came up, wisbing la keep e support le baud which would ha more
readily aveilahie lieun sncb as lie brigade in reer cou id supply. " Il was weilliedid Ibis
lhing; but for bis doiug o! il, lia ebedow o! e far other issue 10 Tel-el-Kebir lies
etiwart lie f ollowicg quotation : "liae ligit wae increaeing every moment ; our owu
mac had beau 10 shoot irnrndiatlay aflter antering the entranciad position, aud aimi
coutd naw ha laken. lie figit wes et ils botteel, and bow ji migil end wes stii
doubîful, for many of our advanced Iroope lied recoiled aveu 10 lie adga o! tlie an-
treucimeul " (beyand wbili lhey lied penetralefi 200 or 300 yards mbt the intarior);
"lbut there I was able 10 stop thema, and reiuforciug tham witb tha smell body I lied
kept le hend (wbo lied remained, 1 Ihinit, in tia dilci) 1 sent in ail together, sud-
haacefortb lhey maintainad Ibeir ground. " lbey recoiled, and lhey racoiiad by reason
o! their weakness lu lire-disciplina. Il le a f air query-How sevara wae lie strein ?
As regards ils duretion, but a few moments' ligbting sutlicad 10 bricg about lie recoil ;
Ibat le made clear by lie circcmstance Ilat tia supporling brigade, !oblowlug close as
it did, was yet nol up le time to redrees the dangerous situation. Ie regard ho ils
saverity, Generet Harnley permile himeel! 10 use languaga o! tbe most vivid cieracler.
"IA baller lire il le impossible 10 imagine." Tlie brigade W as "1ecclosed in a triangle
o! lire." Ihe euemy's breecli-loaders were good, hie amenition abundeel, and the
air wes a hurricane o! huilaets, Ibrougli which sheila irom the vehbey tore thair wey."
-The wbale area was swept by e slormn o! buIlats, " Stronger words could flot have

beau used by an enthusiestic war correspondent gushing his levai heel about bis flret
ekirmisi; G*encrai, Hamaley's expressions are iulter-volumed lien thase usad hy the
compilera o! tic Garmen staff chranicle in descrihicg liaI Titanic peroxysm, the
climax o! Gravelotta. Wliet elupendous darnage, tien, did tuis botteet o! ail bot liras,
Ibis hurricane o! balletseaff ect? Tie casualties o! the whole division reeched e totll
o! '258 killed Saï wonndad. O! thase Ilueerly '200,'" (eneral Hembay distiuatby elalas,
occurred axcbusively je lie first brigade in the rush np ta the enlrancbmant. If we
assume Ibat tie second brigade had no bosses aI aIl, aud liaI the wbole balance o!
casualtias occurred 10 lie lirst brigade whannl "lia triangle o! lira," lie £ail of Borme
sixty men ont o! 2,800 wes lierdly a lose to jnsîify lie Ilrecoîl aven la the edge o!
the entrenciment"I o! Iroope possessed aven of a modarate emaunt of lira-discipline.
General Hembay expleins thal but for lie darkness and lie loo higli eim o! the enamy,
IIthe bossas wouid have beau Irernendons." In other words, if au actuel lose o! two
par cent., and the tirmoil o! lie boîtast lire imaginable, yel !ortucately aimad over
Iheir beade, causfi lhe troape Il10 recoil aveu 10 tia adge o! tlia enîrencimal," tlie
"I remandone bosses " liaI a betler-aimefi lira would have produced, il seeme pretty
evidaut, woubd bava caused themat la recoil " s0 muci farîber tbal Tal-al-Kebir woubd
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