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Tille ANTI-SEMITLC TES DE"NCY.

710 the Editorý of TE'E WEEK:

Siît,-Editorials on what is termed the 91 Anti-Semitic

Question " have recently appeared in many of our conteni-

poraries, and as far as we have observed the balance of

opinion has heen agaiiisi the Jewish race ; that people as a

wliole are set down as labouring under an increasing dis-

like in ail parts of the earth ;reference is miade to the

scn n Calvary ; they are usurers of the most exacting

and unfeeling disposition ; they cultivate habits of trade

decidedly unpopulàr with other classes; they relentlessly

insi'ît upon the Dound of flesh, and that ail these and( other

charges inharmonjous with public opinion render thein

%lienîs and eneinîes îat. ail times, and se on, andi 50 on.

We have a word to say on these very serious counts of

iiidictinent, and althotigh they have found acceptance anîd

puîiiihuîiient therefor has been releutless for the last two

tbeusand years or so by the self appointed admiuistratei'5

of divinle vengeance,' let us see how these other races

that now dlaim a state of bigh civilization and privilege

and who existed as hordes of mere barbarians bundreds of

years after the brilliant periods of Jewisb history, let us

Séec low they, even 110w, compare with the race they dei"ht

to denounce.
Ilad not the Scmiitic race been the înost capable and of

the highest type of intellectual organization of ail the

humîan family that race would neyer have been the recip-

ients of the oracles~ of God. Te no other people, canoni-

cally speaking, bas the divine intercourse been vouchisafed;

hence, ecclesiastically, must ail other races take an inforior

position.
If that deplorable and horrible scene on Calvary can-

not be justiied by any standard of equity, have the nominal

folowers of thé Christian systeni been guiltless of equal

intolérance ? Have not whole kingdoms and ceunitries

hîccu desoiated b y one sect of believers at variance with

another sect for the niere reason that thoy would not adopt

thocir particular views of Christianitv '1 and is not the con-

tention as virulent oven down te thé préenot day i If not

carried on to the extreine of physicai crueity, such as was

conlîon a fcw decades ago, yet the violent aniiesity that

pervadvs the liLerature of the différent sects towards eachi

other confirîns the charge that the sain(- ameunit ot intoler-

ance stili lives, human nature 'Oeng the saine in all agos.

We deny that the Jew is held in increasiug dislike in

ail parts et the carth ; to take the cruel and despotic

poliiy of the autocrat of all the Russias as being an argu-

nment in point is unreasonabie. In respect to tho residence

of Jews ini that siax isli country the fact is that thoy pré-

sent there a state of civilization in perfect contrast te, the

swinish, arrack-driuking, gluttonous, mixed race of nortb-

cru barbarians, who willingly dispose of alI their substance

te this btter ciass of people for the means of indulging

their vices, and then seek to extermnate the race ini ques-

tion by way of paynient.
The charge of usury was pateuted for succeeding agos

in the "' Mercha. t of Venice," and is very effective in a

draina, and toms quite an authority on this question of

racial greediness ; and aise, in the reaini of romance. Your

London money-lender is the shrewd and wary Jew who

advances large sunîs on exorbitant teris to the profligate

scions of the aristocracy and wealthy ciass wherewîth to

dissipate, but if the truth were adlmitted there is au unfaîl-

ing suppiy of sharpers in the nîoney-leriding f raternity, net

of that race, who outHerod Herod - and even in "lthis

Canada of ours " exampies ot extortion the most extremel

and cruel suggest theniseives to aIl counected with busi-

ness, perpetrated not by Jews. llowever, under any cir-

cunîstances, these loans for the moat part are iîot torced on

the borrower eithor by Jew or Gentile, and if theî nitheds

of trade are se objectionable as practised by th, race, why

are business transactions carried ôu with them n ulesis the

advantagei supposed te be mutual ?

And wlîat of tiîeir cosmopolitan influence f Does not

war or peace rest on the fiat of their financiers h Iave

not the Erîiish generously ennobied niîy menîbors of tlîis

racei And well are they warranted in their liberaiity, as

the enligitened and wise policy of the late Lord Beacons-

field added more lustre and advantage te British suPrenl-

acy thax. the present genération of Ilgrand old men"

can appreciate.
Napoléon the great, a consummate judge o e motid

ini this race bis best generals, Marshais Massina, Sout

Daveust and thiers being Jews. In the ighest clas4 Of

Inlusicians and the grandest masters in the science and cen-

position of music are the Jews, and it i necessary only t(

liame Mozart, Beethoveni, Meyerbeer and Mendelssehn to

illustrate the tact. Then, again, who se easily take a double

irst at Oxford and Camnbridge1

We contend then that much of the bitterrîess that ha'

ever been showu and existed in regard te the Semitic race

greatiy springs from thet commen batred and joalousy that

bas ruled in aIl ages of the world in the minds of the bai

against the better, in every race and ceuntry, and is stil

prominent in the ignorant, brutal and meretricieus
against the supeior and refined, trom the time et Sodonf

and Gomorrah to Daiel, and t roi him te the presexi

period of the worid's history. KLEIC.

Bancroft, Ont.

IT is unsafe to mensure oue man by another maxn
measure all men tby immutable standards.
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A iMJEMOR 1. Catis i

I{Ea eyos se blue and gentie otb
Look eut with tender iigbt ;toi
fier threat among the laces bur

Is exquisiteiy white behu

11cr bair is caugbt upen ber lîead o

Il tile curling tresses;
Hem lips illumined witb a saule a

That she alone possesses. nie

The sunlight stealiîîgy through the beaves ter

Drops geld upon ber bair, rniý

Trhe sprig et balsain on bei bmast Wo

Exhales a perfuine rare; roFý

And at ber side, upoîî the grass ti

Arn 1 wbo love ber sel , hi

Awaiting tili she spcaks the word hu
That bîds nie stay or go. i

Said 1 at any tirnte er eyes were bine, col
And iooked frointeut ftheir-depth witb tender light, is
Or put, in words the rapture et bei srnie ; atl
Or said ber tiîroat was exqnisitely white?~ ail
1, uîay have said it, but it seenis se long
Since tiîat ast titue I iookcd upen ber face, o
Tl'at in uîy lifte sue lingers like seme dreaîî ro
A siceper lias et bîaven's heiy place, ri:
Tihat tails frein eut the niglît upon bis seul, ar
Andtiluis bini with the giory et its ligbt;
Tht-n Icaves hit, tili be starts lipon bis coucix,
Aîîd wakes te tîîîd tuai aIl it leaves 18 night.t

el th

IIU&•IAN PRISONS. ti

1410M a leîigthy and ilteîisely iîtterestiiîg paper upen is

F té Russian Prisons 'heSnpeTrti" yE. .

L'aîiin, iii a lati' Foi.te ifht1yle Ilftr, we have extracteil tc

the fellowiig :-ti
1 weuld venture te poinît eut that the alniost exclusive ti

attention 1aid in the question et prison treattîtent te the a

bard lot et peliticai priseners, wiîont in Rîissia it is otten s

diiicuit to distinguish froin orlinary crimtinais, bas tieti'

î'flect et nvarrewiflg tue issue te anl extrelie dî'gree, anid i

utaking us eîîtirely iose siglit of the oxtent anti the reet Oetr

the evii. Nieretver, seule allowancc shoulti surely be îttache

for that peculiar irritatien whicii the governient et an t,

autocracy toust nocessariiy fted îowards political conspira- f

tors who chreaten its very existence, and wiîo, before t

euibarking, in such unproiitisiuig venitures, inay Ite taken te

have caretuliY eounted the cest. Ne state, aîîcienît ort

modemn, republic, nîonarcby, or theocracy, bas ever sbown c

much coîsidcration for its pelitical priseners, and trom the t

days et Darius Ilystaspes, who tells us in bis ei -baud way ,

iîow ho mutiiatcd andi chepped up the itttccontents wbo dis-

turbed bis pence ot mind, down te the present year wiîich %

bas wituossed the death by flogging et Madaîn Sihida, therer
is littie te cheese in the way et cieuîency. Fer this repsen 1

1 bave tiîeîîht it advisable, inet onIv net te restrict myuy

remnrks te the treatmeiit experienced by peliticai prisouers,C

as bas licou deno by niost et the writers ou Rlussian prison i

lite, but te treat the latter inoreiy as a part, antd a îîet very1

cousidécmabli' ene, et the vast arrny et cnmminal and inije-1

cent peopleetfail ages and betb sexes who are always

brutaliscd and otten terturod te deatb in the prisons et
Ilussia.

A shert suiniary et sonie efthte officiai data pub)ilied

i'y the Russian Govorninent iii 1885 will enable us te

terni a more correct idlea et the lite that throbs within

thiese terri'strial balls than any rhetericai description. Dur-

ing the year oudiug in 1885, in addition te the 94,488

convicts wbo remaincd sinco the previeus year, nie less

than 727,506 prisoers arrived in the varions pinces et

detentien in the empire. Of these 116,998 were deperted

convicts ; 32.1,807 were crirninnis on thoîr way te thoir

orespective destinations ; 11,631 were priseliers et other

,categories, and " administratives," and 52,904 were et

itheir own free wili nccompanving the conîvicts. That

4sanie year 7212,021 were taken eff tie iist, et wbomn 103,-
.4 53 were exiles (loported; 319,375 wero beiîîg forwarded
-te various destinations; 10,939 wero '4 adiiîîiîîtnatives,'
1anîd 50,054 wore, et their elwn free w iii, accompanying

their relatives, wbo were zonvicts. Consequentiy during

1that year there passed through the étapes andthte varieus

tefrwnrding prisons et Sibenia 506,340 priseners.
f Wben we reflect that n large proportion et this ariîîy
et hait a muillionî ciminal nomads-nbout 300,000 -are

oevery year bing sent backwards and terwards, we can

te rnu some iden et the dificulty efthte preblent wbicb a

t humane Russian gevemument wiii seenor or inter be called

on te sove. To regulate the conduct et legions et despera-

s8 dees wbe are homo te-day and gene to-îîîorew is a task for

ethe executien et which seîuetbîing mene tItan good inten-

ýt tiens cembined with brute terce is indispensable. There

d is net a prison in Sibeia that dees net contain tronu twice

Ilte four tumes the nmaximum îîumbor et priseners ton wbicb,

, it was censtmucted. The effects et this overcrowding, are
t an more horrible titan anytbing that can ho ealised by

t rendors who bave nover seen prisons on the assodiated
systenu moderteiy filled. t is tihe cause et inconceivabie
human misery ; the roonîs are trnstonmed into loathseme

cesspoois, botbeds et every species et disease, physicai and

moal ;the stench of the noisome air i nteerabe ;the

6into and dissolve the very soul; and te aIl thleso inieci tos
superadded a torture akin te tuat the more anticipiation

which seemed to Shelley's Beatrice a more terrible bell

ian auy that priests or prophets ever conjured up to

ýrify guilty consciences with ; the hated presence of

uman fiends, who are killing the souls as well as the

odies et the niajority of the priseners.
Internai prison contrul on the part et the autliorities is

fiction ; inspecters anîd in.spected strike upon an agree-

lent in virtue et wbicb the forwarding prison boconies,

r the winter, a senii-iudependent eligarcby governcd-or

is-governed---by a few desperate villaîns amongst the

erst ciass ot the so-calied tram ps. These few ringleaders,

esolved te live as cointortabiy as tlîoy can till nîarciiing

ie begins again, take the reinîs et goverrninîet lu their

Lnds, organize and put ini îmotion ail the conîplîcated

acbinery that takes every prisoner iii baud and shapes

is life and sligbitest actions, aîîd turuing the prison iîîto a

i, enjey the rigbts anîd privilegos et devils.

Their first stop is te get storehouses in wbîch aIl tiîeir

mnitraband preperty is hidden whenever a suddeu scaicli

simade, anîd the meniarkable succos whicii they uluaily

Ltaiu in dlisguising these secret strongiiolds, is due te au

iiieunt of enorgy and inventive power wlîici eue seldoin

ies employed by free nien enîîgaged in the erdinary caiiings

)f lite. A "l geod " prisoner is able, in a perfectly cnipty

rom, wlîich has just been repaired, swept out, and put te

righîts, te stew away spirits, tebacco, toolg, and even anus,

nd te bide theni soe ffectuaiiy that tiîeir discovery cati

nly eccur as the resuit (of trecery or of pure chance.

Vheie window-siils are takien te ph-ces, stene walls (whleu

lîey oxist) arc sceepod eut te au ixicredibie depthi, piauks

in the Iboo are deftly reuîov ci, the posts tiîat support the

plauk beds are drilied and maitde hoilow---an(i ail tliis is

loue so theroughiy, se artistically, as aliniost te defy detec-
tion.

The uoxt careofetthe imonibers eft tue prison oligarclty

s toe stablish regular couuîiuuiication with theoueter

woeld, înaiuly in erdor te siuggle in spirits, cards, tobacco,

teols, and Il materiais." lun tiis tîjatter the warders andI

the seutries wbe guard the prison froîîî the outside render

thein inestimable services. \Vares tlîat are net vory buiky

aro brouglît diroctly into, the prison, in Hpite cof the circunii-

stance that pensons cemning in are alway s searciied; large

objeots arc thrown over tbe wali ait a place agreed tupon

befereband, spirits being poiired iîîto tini vCei5el, whiciî are

re1led up in straw or rags and flung over. Maidans, or

prison clubs, are tounded for the sale ef greasy cards, wet

tobacco, and peisenexîs spirits - a " coiimen o" fuild is

fornied aiways for the sole beucti t-efthe olîg,(amchs--frei

the îîîeîtbly subscriptiens, soînething iin the nîature et the

Igarnislî " ievied in oid Entgiish prisons before Iloward's

tune, wliicli every prisouer wiîo receives food-iiioney is

couipelied nolens volens te pay, and frein the exorbitant

tributes extorted by barbareus rnethods frein the unfortu-

nate wretclîes who, pass tbrougi the for warding prison on

their way elsewhîere. One, and net by any means the

worst, ef these inhiîuîîan practices coi iits ini conipeiling all

ncw corners, even theugh they pass but eue night ini the

prison, te pay thbre6 roubles (about seven shillings) for tbe

use et the parasita, or uight vesse]. The eligarcbs select a

ceixplete staff of officiais te carry on the werk ef I"goveru-

ing: " Ileiders," I" bakers," I" coeks," Il guardiaîîs et the

parashta," etc., etc. linîmuorality is practised on a scale

unsuspected in the vol-y worst et over-civilised Enropeani

ceuntries, and contouîplated eniy in the periai code efthe

Oid Testament. Were it otiierwise oee nigbtt fe siocked

enough te icaru that net eîîiy do the prisonors succeed iîy

mnens et bribory, cuîîning, er violence iin gaining access te

the temale hait et the ostrog, but tiîey aise organize, wher-

ever possible, a Persian hiaremi. Net only are these tbings

cennived at hîy the authorities, but the prison officiais tri-

quentiy eutbid the convicts in unnaicabie inixnorality,
Lastly, a prirener's committee et safety is fornied-aîî

inîstitution wbicb, in seme respects, reîninds oeeoe the

redoubtabie I"Vebrngericht " et the Middle A-es, terrible by

the alîsolute, uncontreilod poer it wieids, by the Vexetian

suspicieusnoss with which it regards most mon, and l'y the

inexorable crueity with whicb its decrees are oxccuted.
Tbe lite et overy prisouer is in its iînnds. For acts which

convicts cal " I igbt crimes," and troe men terni indifferent,

seeiug tlîat they are devoid etfnmeral guiit or nierit, they

are beaten with knotted handkerciîiets - for treaciîury or

even nogiect in oxocutiug commissions the penalty is death,

and the sentence is immmutable as the laws et the Modes

and the Persiatns, and ns sure te be carried eut as a decrue
et fate.

The Maidan, or ciub-.and some prisons are provided

with sevemai b as a canteen attached in which tua and

sugar, cards, spirits and tebacco are seid at exorbitant

prices. Ail the news is reported and comnîented upen iin

the Maidan, ail questions et intcrest te the prisoers are

discussed and soived there, and always ini accordance witb

the wisbes efthte omînipetent oiignncbs. The priseners

have nuinereus amusements in wbich they indulgo by order

et these rnnleaders, aud more barbareus, tiltby, beiiish

pastiînes it would be diflicuit. te imagine. Thoy canuet

even ho darkly binted ini a Russian review read ouiy by

specialists, and wbich publishes thiugs which cannet be

alluded te in this country. Auîoîg the few prison gaines

that are net et this kind may ho montionod the I" Beltry,"

which consists iin the prisoers getting upon each otbor's

tbacks in twe rews, and every tour sncb hauiing up a fifth

[by the beard or.by the bair et the bond, and switigiug bu
about like the toxTgue et a boli, cr ying eut the whiie, "Boni !

pboni !>" Anether pepular pastime is Il Herse seiliiîg: " a
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