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the blunder but the intensifying of Ireland's batred of the Tory Goveri
E 'ment. It seems, however, highly improbable that any direct bargaininbias taken place, and a prompt repudiation of sucli a charge may 1

exp ceted. Meanwbule, until the fuît text of the decree la publishec
speculation upon its effect on the potitical situation would be prematur
and at bap-hazard.

j IT is te, be hopcd that the press reports in regard to the alleged cool
ness cf the reception accordcd by the Gernians te Qucen Victoria and bie
daughter, the Empress, are at Ieast exaggerated. No two great nation
cf Europe have more in commnon than Great Britain and Germany, arn
they ouglit to be drawing cdoser together, year by year, in the intereat, no
Oniy of mnutual, but cf European peace and good wili. The latest advicc
8eein te foreshiadow a renewed, thoîîgh possibly brief, reapite for the nobl
tmpero,. fronm the inevitabte fate whichi is overshadowing him. If it bi
truc thnt ail bis waning energies are being dcvoted to reforming an(
liberalizing the Constitution, bis struggle witb death is a spectacle o
clorai grandeur, and bis short reign mnay yet prove one of the mnos'

mmrlein Germnan history. Tiiese later despatches nîso represent th(
Q cnas deiighted witli the beartiness cf bier reception, and s0 suggesi

the query whether the cablegramas are wboliy unreliable, or whetber, as in
indeed not unlikely, the German Army and the Germian civitians represent
tweo widely contrasted phases of opinion and feeling. It would seeni as il
Germian lovera cf constitutionai governmcnt inust admire and ]îonoui
England's sovereign, for bier coiiqtitutionalîsmi as well as bier character.

TUiE press of the UJnited States is stili discussing the character and
career of the late ex-Senator Conkiing. Roscoe Conkling was first elected
te Congress in 1858, and again in 1860,' but it was not until bis re-election
in 1864, after soine years of enforced retircînent, that lie became, what hie
conitinued to be until bis resignation cf bis position in the Senate in 1881,
ofle Of the strongest forces in the potitical life of the United States. lie
Weas an ardent supporter of President Lincoln during the great criais in
the tiation's history, thougli the moral victory over siavery hiad been won
beýfore bis power began to make itself felt. If Roscoe Conkiing was some-
Wýhat more tîian a politician, lie was aiso somiewhat lesa than a statesman.

'lsniethoda and bis mental habits were those of a Party-leader rather
thani a seif-sscrificing patriot. lie was a thorough believer in patronage,

on'dcre of the forcinoat manipulators of the "lMachine " in politics. He
camle into antagonism xvith President Hayes and afterwards witb President
0rarîieid in consequence of tiîeir refusai to defer to, bis views in the matter
Of aPpoiniiients. lis reaignation of bis position as Senator was virtually
0"' appeat from the decision of the latter President in the matter of an
aPPOintmet Finding that bie had miscalculated bis power and popu-
Iarity, wben the Legisiature of New York refused to re-eleet lira hie
r'etired from public life, to sulk, Achittes-like, in private-nor could hie
ever after be induced to re-enter the political arena. is great influence,
both as a Party-leader and as a lawyer, was ne doubt aided by bis spiendid
perso)nai presence and physique, but lie was aiso unquestionabiy a man of
luere than ordinary intellectual and oratorical ability.

THSE debate on Lord Duniraven's Bill for the reform of the use of
«Lords and the subsequent witbdrawal of that Bill on the promise of Lord
*4li8ury to introdrîce a Bill for the admission of tife peera, and to con-8lder Other needfui referms, are significant. Once the spirit of uni-est bas

get footing in that ancient institution and it so far yields to outside lires-
811re as to enter upon the work of self-reform, it is liard to say wbere the
lt'leationa will cease. The effect of the change proposed wili depend
'srgelY upon the number of life peerages provided for, but, unleas under
the vague description of other needful reforma, Lord Salisbury includes
%01le provision for purging the aristocratic foid of its Ilblack sheep," the
8gitati011 wili not be quieted for any length of time. It is pretty evident,
t"O, that, if the bereditary principie is to bie preserved, some means of
t"estricting the numbers, and seiecting those witb somne taste and capacity
fo 11iai5tion, must stîortiy be <Invised. A state of affaira whidh makes
iPossible that a great measure for the good of the commonweaith may at
'y timne be defeated by the votes of irresponsible young lords who seidom

0"r]lever attend the ordinary sessions of the bouse, but come up to vote only
ilOcasions when some prejudice or fancied ciass interest is at stake, is not

lkeîy to be n>uch longer tolerated in a nation wbich bas a special genius
frself goverrn t.

J.AT a recent meeting of the Philosophicai Society of Washington, Prof.
W. Spencer, of Missouri, formerly of Canada, contributed a paper on

j
1-The Iro quois Beach, a chapter on the geological history of Lake Ontario.

g Several years ago the author showed that the valcys of ail the lakes were
ýe of pre-glacial date-that they were originally large rivers ; but how these

1,ancient water basins were closed was thdn unknown. According to Dr.
le Spencer, ail the great lakes formed at one time one sheet of water at a

much lower altitude than that of the lowest of them now. This immense
lake has been named IlLake Warren," in honour of the first investigator
in this department of geology, whom Dr. Spencer regards as the father of

r Lacustrine Geology. After the separation of Lake Ontario from Lake
sWarren it had a long epoch of repose, marked by the formation of the
1great 1)cach seen at different points in the vicinity of Toronto, and called
tby Dr' Spencer the IlJroquois Beach," the Indians having formerly used
sportions of it as a trail. Burlington lleigbts and the gravels along the

Davcnport Road are portions of tus8 old sbore line. It can be easily
traced thirough the townships of Scarborougli and York; it forms the high
ridge upon the slope of wbich are the resid'ences owned by Dr. Larratt W.
Srinith, Senator Macdonald, and the late Seniator MeMaster; it extends to
the west, roughly parallel with the present lake shore line, to Burlington.
Mr. G. K. Gilbert, of Washington, followed this beach around the lake in
the State of New York, and di8covered that the old water line had been
greatly warpe<l. The work upon thc Canadian aide of the ]ake bas been
donc by Dr. Spencer. The Iroquois Beach at Hlamilton is one hundred
and kixteen feet above the present lake level, whIlst north of Trenton it is
about four *hundred feet, and to the north-east of New York State it riscs
to four hundred aiid f Ly feet. East of Belleville it extenda back of Oak
His, to the west of Rice Lake, thence north-east to the Ottawa, and
down to the St. Lawrence. Lake Ontario then was double its present
siz,, and two hundred and fifty feet deeper, with an outiet six hundred to
ciglit hundred feet deep. The closing of the Ontario basin was caused by the
warping of thc carth's crust to the extent of six hundred or seven hundred
feet, more than baif of which bas been donc since the Iroquois Beach was
formed. In the sea cliffs in north-eastcrn New York, Dr. Spencer lias
found the proof that the whoie of the barrier across the outlet of the basin
lias been the resuit of diffierential uplifts of thc earth's surface. The age
of Lake Ontario is not great ; it dates back no furtber than the mniddle of
the great ice age, when there ]ived the elk, the beaver, the maminoth, and
man. Evidence of these lias been found at various points along these old
lake terraces. It is understood that Dr. Spencer wilI continue field work
in Ontario during the coinig- auîmer inonths. This new departure in
gpological research is likely to revolutionize long accepted theories regard.
ing the origin of our great lake basins, and it is gratifying to know that
so prominent a part is taken iii scientitlc research by a Canadian.
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Wm are told that at the restoration of Charles IL there were two causes of
the generai detestation of Puritanism by the Engiish people : the tyranny
of the good Puritans and the hypocrisy of the bad. It is, no doubt, true
that England was not se Puritanical under the First Charles, nor s0 licen-
tieus under the Second Charles, as it niight appear to those wbo study the
literature of those pcriods. But a tremiendous revulsion of sentiment muet
have taken place when Butler's Iludibras represented the ordinary
Engiishman's way of regarding the soidiers of the Commonwealth.

Something of the saine kind of feeling is animating the counties which,
one after another, simultaneously rather, are throwing off the tyranny of
the Scott Act. \Vhen the Scott Act was accepted in various localities
those who voted for it were conscious of the existence of an undeniable
evil, probabiy beiievcd in the good intentions of those who invented this
remedy, and were unabie to forecast ail the consequences of sucli a measure.

That the lawful liberty of individuais was assaiied, that an unjust
advantage was given to the rich over the poor, that certain provisions of
the Act in regard to evidence were a violation of aIl our precedents in
that inatter, that its enforcement must be attended withi much inconveni-
ence of various kinds, aIl this was unforeseen by the majority of those who
supported the Act. In point of fact, few of those considerations, impor-
tant as they are, have weighed with those who bave voted for the abroga-
tion, not of the Act, but of its continuation where it had beon adopted.
Undoubtedly the practical working of the mneasure bias decided most of its
opponents in the course they have taken.

Attempts have been made by some of the Prohibitionist organe to
account for the defeat of the Act in s0 many different districts ; and one
of the favourite explanations bas been the failure of the authorities to
enforce it. Now, we do not say merely that it is impossible to enforce
the Act in a way that wouid be satisfactory te its supporters, aithougli we
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