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usefuilncss. Ail wbioicsaie traders are familiar xvifh anc or other of thes
busiiîess directaries ; and it is almost marvellaus fliat a glance at tbe iniposin,
list of traders in every smaii village in flic Dominion there displayed bias noc
long siîîce made the sbrewd anîd thougbtful aniong capitalists ini trade seli out
whle still they bad capital, ta seek a spbiere of usefulness bath for fbeir enteî
prise and capital, ciflier ini saine other cauntry or in sonie otbcr directian ii
ýtlis.

There are said ta be txventy tlîausaiîd traders, large and smali, ii fli
'Dominion ta a populatian of scarceiy four nmillionîs or anc trader fa evcry tw(
hutndred, af men, w'ianen and ciiildren. Ailawving five ta each hausehold, fbiL
gives cach trader flic trade of farfy families ta support Iinîseif upan. If cý
doubtful if tlic average iucamne of cadi bouselioid is above $5oo; and certaini)
flîcir average expenditure on food and clothing caunaot exceed $300. By fa:
tlîe larger poartioni of this is spent for the rudest necessaries af life, wvbicb ar(
largely a iriect trade between fariner anîd consumer, ii flic cotuntry districts ai
least, and is neyer biaîdled by the trader at ail. Stili, granting that tiiere ar
nat mare than io,ooo of tiiese traders eîîgaged iin dry goads, graceries, liard
ware, fancy goads, iilincry, or general store keeping, if would be a liberal
estimate ta allaov ouf af tbe eig-lity families' incamie $roo per aiinunî fram caci'
,for fliese luxuries. This would yicld a passible maximiunm annual turn-oveî
of $5,000oo ta cd trader. Caîî tliere be iiuch mnoney iii an average fradc
,of this extent ? Ini so far as tiiere are large mnnpaiists of trade iin every
trade-centre, tlîis estimate must siîik immcnsciy iii many cases. Howv can tiiere
be the passibility of aîîything but failuire far very inany ? No wvaîdcr the
competitian for tradc lias been keen ta agaîîy, anîd îîrofltless even wlieii
attaiîîed.

Voiuntariiy ar involuiitarily many nmust scek oflier ouflets for their pawers.
Nor have tbey far ta seek. Tiiere are vast tracts af land nat farnîed at ail.
There are stili vaster tracts badly farmed. There is roam for botb capîital anîd
energy in farmiîîg. The Lawer Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
are specially fltted by climate and situation for stock farmiîig. Pasturage is
rich and abundant ; sbiiiping facilities caîî be readiiy attaiîîed-it is nia fault of
Naturels if they are flot; roat crops of ail sorts are specially successful there
also. Only energy and capital are wantiîîg ta ensure large stîccess. Vet that
section is but sparsely peopled, and tlîeir yotlng men 50 proverbiaily desert flhc
land before manbood is fuily upon tbem, ta seek enîpiayment and advance-
'ment elsewhere, thaf these Provinces are viewed as "f lie hîappy lîuinfing ground",
of the matrimonialiy inciined. Far the world. las flot yef attaincd that purity
and chivalry which makes if easy and safe for the genfler sex ta go ouf into
other lanîds f0 seek emîuiaynenf and gratify a riglteaus-at ieast, if not a
noble-ambition denied at home. Yet fliere is work enougli for bath nien and
anaidens if the capital that is posîfiveiy wvasted on trade olieratians fliere and
elsewhere were empiayed in the deveiopmeiit of naturai resaurces. Tiiese
Provinces are perhaps tlie flnest part af Canada-rich in sail, and mninerais af
ail kinds. There is iran iii greaf abundance; and simply because there is lia
compuilsory demand from abroad for the raw are or Ilpigs," are ive ta let flîis
resource lie useiessi A combiiîation of capital, îvitb ability and brains ta wvork
if, applied ta flic products of fliese nmines, miglit niake us mniufactturcrs for a
fourth part of the world, and vasfly enrich by genuine skilftti land anîd brain
labour flic wbole Provinces. Woaden slîipbuiiding is dead or dying. Why
shouid we flot build iron ships stiperior cveîî ta flic ceiebrated Ciyde-built
vesselsi We only waîît inventive talent, enterprise, perseverance and capital
ta da this. We bave tue natural resaurccs. The /cast diffictîlty is flic
capital. It is that rarer power-skill and the practicai application of if-whici
,we lack.

'0f course this is Utapian. Weli, be if sa. Tliere is aîîafler Utopian
,scheme. If aur conclusionîs be right as regards the superabundance of traders,
rnight if flot be possible for us ta cure tlîis evil voluntariiy raflier flian by flic
stiffering wlîich invoiuntary liquidation always inflictsi Why slîould îîof the
few undoubtedly strong wholesaie flrms btîy up flhc assets of their weaker
brethren, an condition fliat they shahl go ouf of business for a sfated time.
Several, perhaps even many, would giadiy cease flic warfare if tbey cauld be
honestly relieved of debt and retain only a moiety of what tlîey stili show as
capital. Retail traders might follow the example set. Then the capital s0
retained, saved from being squandered in a vain and liopeless compefition,
might cither separateiy or by voltuntary combination be employed in farming,

-or mining and the manufacture of the products of the mine, as'already hinted
'at.

Such a course wiil came, is coming, involuntarily, if faf of free choice.
But if men wouid but see if, look facts rationaiiy in the face, which there are
indications at present they incline ta do, and plan ouf* ta themselves a life of
usefulness ta the nation as a whale from the wili ta serve and flot ta hinder
progress, this magnificent territary of ours will enfer on a glaonos and long-
continued era of prosperity,

This resuit we have been trying fa bring about by a "lNational Protective
Policy" alf sheer selfishness and isolationi, extremely feebly carried ouf. It is
in vain ta hait between twa opinions. Eighty per cent. duty on ahl manufac-
~tured goods wauld force us ta manufacture for aur local needs. Nothing iess

e xviii. Thiese needs, however, would oniy increase in s0 far as we deveioped aur
gnaturai resources in grain, lumber or minerais and fostered immigration of the

t productive classes. The present " protection " afforded is utteriy futile, and
:,makes us the laughiug- stock of ather nations.

The truth is ive necd nu protection except frio ur owvn folly or iistless-
i ncss. We shouid scoru as înutch ta ask it against tbe American or Britishi

manufacturer, as one manufacturer bere would to asic it against a neighbour
cmanufacturer. The sickiy sentiment of Il Argus " in bis criticism of the Han.
)Ed. Blake's speech craps out in bis illustration of the poor crushed Canadian
shlardwvare manufacturer wvhom a degenerate American lias persecuted into

3 iowering bis price from $5 ta $2.5o. This is chiidisliness. Is it nat a fact tbat
7canîpetition betivecn rivais zeil/ii/n a country is constantly productive of like

r resuits ? Is Gavernmrent, therefore, ta step) in ta regulate the prices of ail coin-
modities, and give ta every anc a monapaly of bis speciai trade that tbe

tmanapl)oist ma), benefit at tbe expense of tbe consumer? Surely tbis is foliy.
Is the folly any less wbien each nation tries to monapolize its owvn trade and

-struggles ta legi siate (as tho ugbi the tbing xverel5ossiible) against ail canîpetition
Iof nation îvitb nation in usefulness and perfection of manufacture?

But, Canada is nat wvba11y a nation of seif-sckers. Tbere is true grît, truc
*caurage in many of bier sons who are nat sa cbildisbi-sa unmanly as ta fear

competitian from any source or any natian. Confident in bier awn strength-
*that strengfb and capacity whicb Gad bias given bier-to do bonest labour so

wveii directed that if sbali be secand in usefuiness and beauty ta flanc, she
*knows that she can only îDerfect sucb wvark, nat in the calm and stagnant
atmaspbere of a forci ng-framnel but amid tbe starm and tempest, as iveil as the
sunsbine, side by side ivith tbe Il tares " of rcckiess and useless competitian tili
the harvest cames, Miben ber grawfb and strcngtli bave ultimated themselves in
full fruitian. T1ill tben ive must ]et the tares and the ivheat growv together, nor
atfeml)f ta do cvii that goad may came-ta become mare and mare selilh that
Mien wve bave gat ail we can ta ourselves wc may be able ta campete
generous/y witb others. No real wealh can be sa attained-no reai strcngth so
*develaped. it is always as fictitiaus as the glittcring saap-bubble of chiidbood
days, which a breath created and a breath dissalves again. Let us rather "lput
away childisbi things," and be meni. Spero.

FOREST DESTRUCTION.

A timcly and forcible article in the August number of the C'anadian
1k/on/ly, from flic pen of P. S. H., Halifax, on the subject of Forest Destruc-
tion, ivili be read wvitb mucbi appreciation by ail wbo bave their eyes in any
degree open ta the danger ta wvhich tbc prospcrity of aur country is exposed
froin tbis cause. It is timie that public opinion generaliy were marc alive ta it;
for aitboughi mucb barm bias been already done, muclb may yet be averted by
timciy and vigarous action, and by fbe pressure of ail the influence wbich an
enliitened public opinion can bring ta bear upan it.

A shrewd Eurapean writer truly says tbat the "luniversal curse of an aid
civilizafion is flic recklcss destruction of the original forests." Ours is flot yet
an aid civilization, yet the mischief whici bias already been donc in tbis way is
not easiiy calculable. Noble timber, anc of the priccless arnaments of a
landscape, desfroyed beyond passibilify of repiacement,-vauable property
utfcrly wasted, and a climiate in some places already deterioratcd,are naw
the univelcome accompaniment of a stili new civilization. But an intelligent
nation like ours must flot let the bavoc go on withi open eyes ; it must spare
fia pains ta check the progress of tbis rnast injuriaus destruction.

The wvriter of the article referred ta analyzes the variaus causes whicli
have contributed ta the demolition of so mucb of aur Ilforcst primeval." The
flrst settiers, absarbed in the onc idea of Ilclearing I their land, ioaked upan
ail trees as their natural enemies, and cut down unsparingly, leaving ta their
descendants tbe task af trying ta retrieve the destruction ta some extent by
laboriously pianting yaung trees far shade and arnament ta replace the stateiy
aid forest manarchs wbichi migbt far better have been ieft where if was nat
necessary for agriculfural aperations ta remove them. Not anly did the settlers
clear their -ground wvith the axe, however Fire was used with stili mare
disastrous effect, and we can ail recaîl recollections af country raads through
dreary wastes of burnt forests thus wantaniy destroyed, leaving, af ail their
stateiy beauty, oniy charred stumps and here and there a dismal black skeleton
ta sadden and depress any sensitive imagination. Far from'making the
Ilwiiderness ta biossomn as the rose," these eariy sefflers, by wbat we cannot
but cali their reckiess faliy, have ieft ta future generations a parched and barren
wiiderness ivhere they faund ail the exuberant verdure and fertiiity af virgin
nature. For even where flhc land was realiy cleared, and flot left a confusion
of biackened stumps and branches, this process of burning off the timber, and
so calcining the surface-soul itself, ruins the permanent fertiiity of the land,
though the stimulus of the ashes may increase it for the first two or three years.
When these were past, the burning-over process was again resorted fa, in order
ta "lclear" neîv land, and by this wastefui means whole tracts of aur valuable
forest-iand have been recklessly spoiied' of what might have been a source
of national wealth for ages to came.
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