SETTLER PROVIDING MIMSELF WITI MORE

of a vear or two before the company will
have its own steamboats plyving between the
island and the mainland, thus affording a
continuous service : while we know that the
company s under a pledge to the citizens
of Vancouver to establish within cight
vears a trans-Pacific service of great liners,
with Vancouver as their home port,

But this ix looking further ahead than
15 the purpose of this article.  The work
mto which the company are just now pour-
g their main encrgies is the filling in ol
the three gaps of the transcontinental rail-
wav—trem Edmonton to Vancouver, 770
miles: Sudbury to Port Arthur, 545 miles:
Orttawa to Toronto, 250 miles, together
with Ottawa to Capreol on the "Foronto-
Sudbury line.  T'hese had to built simul-
tancously, and were not to be confused with
the building and extension of branch lines.
all clamored for, and the building of which
s constantly  going on, to take care ot
advancing settlement. Tt may be briefly
shown what is being done to complete the
main line.

Berween Otrawa and Toronto there re-
mains only a few miles of track o be laid.
The grading is practically completed and
the bridges finished.  That line connects
Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto.

From Sudbury west well over a hun-
dred miles of rails are down, and the grade
completed ahead sufficiently to allow of
steady track-laving. From Pore Arthur

ADEQUATE MEANS OF WATER TRANSPORTATION

castward to meet this the steel is in place
for 150 miles, and the grade s in shape
for 200 miles, "Then, from Oba, a poin
almost midway between the towns of Sud
bury and Port Arthur, gangs are working
both east and west, and steel has been Taid
for a considerable  distance toward Port
Archur. There are onlyv two bridees ot
any sizes one crossing the Nipivon River,
famous as a trout streaun, and the other
KNapuskasing Lake. Nearhv all the remain
g structures are upoand ready por the
ranls, and probably the whole or this sec
tion of the line will be hinished berfore 1oy
is L advanced.,

[t 15 i our western section, througsh the
Rockies and along the dithealt roure where
the Briush Colinmbia pour  them
sehves headlong towards the sea. that the
ratlway - butlder meets wirth s hardest
task.  Teoas hardly necessary 1o repeai <o
often has the tact been mentioned  thin
the C. NLRL crosses the Raockies by win
of the Yellowhead Pass, running west ot
Fdmonton  for  a constderable  distance
parallel to the Grand Trank Tine, and tha
it threads its winv to the coast alongide
the North Thompson and Fraser Rivers,
It s also well-knewn that the ¢ N, R
cradient through the mountains i the fow-
est of any transcontinental line on the
North American continent, Between Fad-
monton and the Albreda s, throuch
the Yellowhead Puass, ttis expected that the
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