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IMPORTING LUXURIES

CANADA AND EMPIRE

Our imports from the United States are considerably
larger than our exports to that country. This is partly
due to the importation of a large quantity of raw materials
for the manufacture of war supplies. At the same time, the
purchase of articles which may be regarded as luxuries,
continues to a marked extent. According to trade statistics
of the United States, there has been a notable decline in
the quantities imported by that country of food, clothing
and personal adornment which may properly be classed as
luxuries. This may be due partly to the lack of trans-
portation and to the reduction of available supplies in the
countries at war. According to Mr. O. P. Austin,
statistician of the National City Bank of New York, de-
spite these considerations, the reduction in the quantities
imported has been so general as to indicate a growing dis-
position to minimize unnecessary expenditures in the
classes of articles of that character brought into the
United States.

Among the imports which have declined are diamonds,
pearls, laces, plushes, ribbons, hats, bonnets, feathers,
jewelry, fruits, olives, olive oil, cheese, macaroni, cream
and confectionery. Cheese was previously purchased
from France, Italy, and Switzerland and cream from
Canada. The olives came from Italy and Spain. The
foreign product of macaroni, imported, for example, from
Italy, is classed as a luxury in the United States in view of
the fact that that country now turns out $12,000,000
worth per annum.

An analysis of'Canadian imports points to opportunities
for the reduction of the purchase of luxuries. This is a
work which the new War Trade Board of Canada will un-
doubtedly take up. Their action will be supported by the
people of the Dominion who are ready for all proper and
reasonable regulation with a view to the successful con-
clusion of the war as speedily as possible.

IFor all practical commonsense purposes, Canada now
has all the constitutional powers she requires in conduct-
ing her own affairs. This statement was made by Mr, Z.
A. Lash, K.C,, LL.D., in an instructive and logical
address to the Ontario Bar Association last week. He
pointed out that the additional thing which the Dominion
would acquire by independence, but which would be of no
benefit to her, would be the national status enabling her
to declare war against another nation and to have war
declared against her by another nation. He did not lose
sight of the fact or argument that Canada might,
in connection with her relations with other nations,
bring the whole Empire into war; so might any of
the other Dominions, or even colonies, bring the
Empire, including Canada, into war; so also might
Great Britain herself, in reference to her relations with
other nations.

Mr. Lash agreed that the present position should not
be maintained, under which Canada might be involved in
war by the action of the government of Great Britain or
of another unit of the Empire, in connection with matters
over which she has no control, or in respect of which she
has not even been consulted ; but the remedy for this, he
thought, could be afforded, not by independence, but by
an agreement under which Canada would have the right
to take part in those affairs which involve the issues of
peace and war.

He made the definite statement, after analyzing the
matter in detail, that neither constitutionally, financially,
nor in importance as a factor in the world’s advancement
would Canada advance her present position or her
prospects for the future by becoming independent.

‘‘Should Canada become an independent nation,’’ he
said, “‘and should war arise with a foreign nation pre-
pared for war, while Canada was unprepared, what would




