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CHAPTER IIL—CQRTINUED. (.

Sangarre, who had stolen in the shade 'to
a spot quite near to the two. womet, re-

mained there several hours, with her “éars’);

open for any information. “She could bear.
nothing. By an jostinctive feeling of pru-
dence, not a word was exchanged between
Nadia and Marfa Strogoff.

The next day, the 16th of August, the loud-
tongued trumpets sounded through the camp.
The Tartar soldiers sprang at once to arma.

Ivan Ogar.ff,after baving quitted Zabedeiro,
arrived, aggompanied by, & numerous staff of

- Tartar officers. His face was more serious

{oan usoal, and his conmlllctéd 'Ou{.li_neg,» in-
i~ . ¥ - great anger, which was only waiting

dicated & X504 > which to hurl itself.

fogﬁﬁ:;%ﬁ,ﬁd@f lost in a group of. prison-
(N He had a pre-

ers, saw this man pass 34 &
sentiment that a great calam..” V.5 about to
happen, for Ivan Ogareff now .“e‘?,‘:'lha?,}

- pgsbd-‘ er u

4l

! ow - had ™

. -"'1"‘.@: ,’?p’,
{ ﬁhﬁeuﬁgiah-‘eady offered
or:fife for Ber Bon’s safety.
Rayitgl

7
# Jiown on! Her'] :
| groudd?/#* Bk yobe; ‘Having~ben--torn, ex7]
Lok, ! A'snipre-wis- 8350 o-

Thio gistance of only:a-fow

ey

'f6r5 - her hyedst At

the pain, her breast would:shé ‘plerced ;Fith
the sharp point.-, > el

7, . R
7 'ebdfé_h%l'hsh.‘-

N

The Tartar fafe
He was waiting. {1 Via
«“Goofill" sald Tvan-Ogarefl... . 0™
The,whip hissed in thy airc Butbefore the
d_“fallen ‘a-ipowerful hgud-~had"

_wrenohed it\from the handsoftfé Tartar. - -
Michsael .. Strogoff “was therel., Hé had
‘leaped before this hornble scenel. .If, at-the
_post-house of Ichim, he had restrained him-
gelf at the blow from Ivan Ogareff, bere, before
his morher who was about to be struck, he
was not able to master himself.

Ivan Ogarefl had succeeded.

« Michael Strogoft!” he cried.

Then advancing.

twAh! was this  doné by the man of
Ichim?”

Himself!” suid Michael Strogoff. And,
raising the knout, he tore with it the face of
Ivan Ogareff himgelf. .

«Blow for blow?" 7'

« Well given,” cried the voice ota spectator,
who fortunately hid himgelf in'the tumult.

Twenty goldlers threw themselvds on Mi-.

v

IR

Marfa Strogoff was the -mother of :Mid.
Strogoff, captain in'the corps ot the couriers
of the czar.... = : . .
Ivan Ogarefl arrived at the ceunire of the
camp, dismounted from his horse, and - the
horsemen of his escort formed a large circle
around him. . s :
At that moment,
said : :
«] have nothing n
you, Ivan!lf, . . . ) . }
Ivan Ogareff:answered only in giving &
ghort command to one of his officers. Imme-
diately the ranks of the prisoners were - tra-
versed in a brutal manner. by the soldiers.
These unfortunste ones, urged on with blows
and pushed: with the wood of the lanr .
quickly arranged themselves along th- Dl;t -
edge of the camp. Four Jines of i* ‘t" e
cavalry, drawn up at the ba~'  -~190tY and
escape impossible. &, rendeled all
Order for silence v

-, Sangarre approached, and

oW 'of ‘whl-c'ﬁ to inform

a sign from Ivar _.s8 ot bhYe given, and at

her steps to- . . Ogureff, Sangarre directed
which w- .ward the group in the middie of
Tk .a8 Marfa Strogoft.

_e old Siberian saw her coming. She un-
_erstood what was about to happen. A dis-
-dainful smile played on her lips. Then, turn-

ing te Nadia, she faid to her in a low voice:

i You do: not know me any louger, my
daughter. Whatever happens, and however
trying may be this. examination, not a word,
nota gesture. It is for him, not for me, they
search.” y

At this moment, Sangarre, after having
looked arouud for an instant, placed her hand
upon the shoulder of the old Siberian. ]

« What do you wish from me?” said Marfa
Strogoil.

« Come

a

" auswered Sangarre.

« And, pusbing her with ber hand, she led
her into the middlc of the reserved space be-
fore Ivan Ogarefl.

Michael Stropoff kept his eyelashes balf
closed, in order that the brightness of his eyes
ghontd not betray him. ‘

Marfa Strogofl, baving come in front of
Ivan Ogareff, straightened her person, crossed
her arms and awaited,

uAre you indeed
manded Ivan Ogarefl.

« Yes," anawured the ol
ness. . ‘ C

« Have you changed your mind a8 regards
the etatement you made to.me when, three
days ago, I intertogated you ut Omsk 7"

aNo” . .. , .

« S0 yourare ignoerant of the fact that your
s0n, Michaul.b'crugoff,. courier of the the czr
has passed through Qmsk ?” :

«I am ignorant of it.” - S

« And thatthe man . whom you believed -to
have recognized as your son at the post-house
was not he—awas not your son?” -

« He was not my son.”

« And have you.not.ge
the prikoners?”? -

«No» ' - . A

« And if he -were shown to you, would you

recognize him ?”. . P
aNo» - e T . ‘
At this answer, which showed an inflexible,
determination :to'avow nothing, a murmur of.
approbation arose:from the crowd. . o
Ivan Ogareft could not restrain.a monacing
gesture. e e
uListen,” said he to Marfa Str
son 1s here, and you go at once
out.” '
u No.”
wAll th

Marfa Strogoff 7 de-

d Siberian with calm-

¢n him since among

‘ ogofl, « ydur
.to put hiin’

bsé  men, taken at' Omsk’ and at
Kolyvan, are' going to defile before your eyes,
and if you do not point out Michael Strogoff
you abull %?cgiygi as many blows of thé kuout]
as there shiall be mefi who have passed before

oun.” . AR
Y Ivan Ogareff hatt now realized that, whet-
ever threats hé nlight utter, and to whatever
tortures he miglit subject her, the indomitable
Siberian -wohid not speak. * To disvover the
courier of the ¢7ar, he now coimnted; not upon
her, but upon’ Michael Strogoff himself. ‘He
did not believe it possible that, when the
mother apd the son should be brought into the
presence of each other,an irresistible im pulss
would not betray them: ~ Oértainly’if He ‘bad
only wished to gain possession of ‘the imperial
Jetter, he could simply have given orders for
all these prisuners to
chael Strogoffi might have destroyed this: fot-
ter, after learning its contents; and ifhe were
not recogntzed and ' he should gain Irkutsk,
1he plans of -Ivan Ogareff would "beall frus-
trated. -Wherefore, it was not'only the letter
which he ‘must- have’ from' the ‘traitor—he

must have'the bearer of it > ,
Nadia av lepgth'understood all, and she now
knew Who -Wwas Michasl Strogoff,-and' why-he
had wisbied to traverse, without being known,’
the invaded provinces of Stbérial. | 3t
On the'otdet of Ivan ‘Ogateft, the prisoners’
passed one by one before Marfa Strogoff, who-
remained “1mmovable a8 a statué, and’ whosé:
regard expresssd only the ‘most complote’ ine:
differences’ ¢ 4o g 1_=1-|‘|‘i
Her son'was in the: last ranks. ' When, in:
his turn, bie'passed béfore lils mother, Nudla
shut her-éyés in order notito 8ée bimd’ -
Michael: Strogdff 'uad redalied apparently’
impassible; but-his' hands - were bledding from'
the pressure of the futters. ohiw T o
Ivao Ogireff'was' conquered:
the motheplrais #hi sl s (i ol
« Sangarrelplaced Héar him; 'only said“o
word: H T‘phe!k#‘buﬁ!’f s s st atined ‘.';ﬂ‘._
« Yes," ! Griud’ Tvai/"Ogateff, «letuthis ola-
jade have'the‘kilout, and'let'shé punishmedt
coutinueitntil she' dig 1?11 IENTTREE
« A Teirtar soldiér, carrying that'terrible in.
strument 'of tortire, approached: Mirfa -Stiu-
offh ottt ool Poerrad sdt It e,
The  ktiout :
ber of lvathar thongs;’ fo the'énds
are attachgd’itwisted'iron wire, ’
ensily understand that to bo‘condemned to'ré-’
ceive & hundicd ahgd twediy blows) from suoh!
a whip, 16 th simé thing s 'to be condumner:

Ly tHe son'and

[E R TSN

{ofrwhich

to deatl! Murfa'/Strogafli koew+1t, ‘e 3hi*

.words— .« Well gi

ba ying halted 2400 cam

be pearched; bus Mi |-
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ig'sbmposed ‘of a‘certatn pum?
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chael Strogoff, and ‘they were about to kill
bim. " Bat, Ivan Ogareff, from whoma cry of
pain .and rage had’ escaped, stopped them with
amotion Of bis hand.” o

Weeh seized by two; B
on! ﬁg:‘;knees on theil’

\‘

.|inches:"“Amd in case she.shblild bend “under

-, | dahces and s
-{ Srgleg; Fasita.
™~ The"

[

.| lofty towers, the many 1 .
ifine rivery the back-grpdiid, of dark,
| forests,” and _lastly, thé broad and.verdant

| of those Bokbarian ‘aonuments, half-Moor-

‘high trees which shaded the plateau, tame

h
|_notnbeen"
[Smng-of\ thigg
population; of

feantry cosnlh*absﬁ*’i..9°“@?-‘;‘.ég e
able to-résist’ attackinglos
- Zin portion ofthe
,jeg{a_lﬁd\rbcbp\
£tars like-thmbe]ves,

.".

 any.miore ‘thanif it
F1e v ah

Kifa ~vigth.)0e

(}-‘B} P

heatre- X T b

~latlc taste, was & wide

TAOgedACEording 4o As oi% a_portionof the
*. -<pe.of the Tom

table=land ‘stretching ral
hill, and: commanding the,co.-™2; o

for somb distance. - Flie gview;.ﬁ:"m _tt!g. i 1:
side to the. distant horizon wag-may Dl cent;.
that long perspective of élegant house™ ‘»_the
pumerous churches with their graceful a.d

the many meanderings of the
fiick”

¥
plain, dotted_with groups of splendid pines.
‘and gigantic cedars. ‘ '

On the left of the platenu, & duzpling desss.
ation representing: a palars’ of* fantasticd)
architecture—some 8pec’,men, without doubt,

erque, ball-TartaZ__had been = temporarily.
erected along thie wide terraces Above, thia
palace, and farabove the minarets with which
it' was' §etdded, among the branches of the

storks, that had come from Bokhara with the
Tartar army, whirled in hundreds. S
. Phese teriaces. had-been raserved for- the

«'This mox Is reserved for the justice ofthe
Ewir. Youy'#y givehimthelash!” = '

"The letter to the imperial'armies was found
in the breast of Miichael Strogofi, who had.not
had time to destroy” dt, and it was handed over
to Ivan Ogareff. ' '

court of the: Emir, for the Khans, his allies,
for thegrand dignitaries of the Khanats, and
for the- harems of each one of these chiefs f
Turkestan, : . i

Of these sultanas, who, for the most part are
ouly slaves boughtin the markets of Circassia

The spe.ctator who Bad uttered aloud these

ven"—was no other than|

P i -
qu.ﬁompm n: and himszelf,

p of Zabedeiro, were
. [ oo

e Jolivet. .

Alcic,

preesut atthis scene. - -

«My God! ‘said. he to' Harry Blount,
«these people of the north are rough ‘men!
Do we not awe some return to our companion
of the journey 7~ May Eorpanoff or Strogoff
succeed. What splendid Tevenge for the:
affair of Ichim !” o - "
« Yes, revenge indeed,” said Harry Blount, -
« but Strogoff is a dead man. 'For his sake it
wonld perhaps be better not to remember him-
any longer!” ‘ ' :
« And allow
knout!”

Do you believe that he has acted better
by his rash haste, than his mother and his
sister ? o :

« T dop't believe anything, I know nothing,”
answered Alcide Jolivet, % only had I been in
his place. I should not have acted -otherwise.
What aslash! Eh! what—the devil, we must
buil over sometimes. God would have placed
water in our veins, aud not blood, had he
wighed us to remain always and - everywhere
imperturbable.” o

1 What a splendid incident for a newspaper
article!” gaid Harry Blount. «If Ivan
Ogareff would only .communicate to us the
coatents of that letter!” ’

Ivan Ogareff, after having wiped. off the
blood which covered his face, had broken the
seal of the letter. He read it again and again
for a lopg time, as if he wished to fathom its
contents.

Then, having-given his orders that Alichael
Strogoff, strongly fettored, should be sent on
to Tomsk with the. other prisoners; he took
command of the troops encamped ot
Zabedeiro, and amidst the defeaning sounds
of drums and trumpets, he marched to the
town where the Emir was awaiting.

his mother to perish under the

. CHAPTER IV.:
Tousk, founded in. the-year 1604, ‘situated
almost in the heart of the Siberian provinces,
is one of themost important towny'of Asiatic
Russia, Tobolsk, placed -abové the sixtieth
degree of latitide, and Irkutsk, “built-beyond
the hundredih Tderidinn, have feen Tomisk in-
crease at theirexpense. ¢’ o ’
And nevertheléss, it is said, Tomsk ia not
the capital * of this- important province, At
Tomsk reside ‘the ‘Guvernor-General - of the:
pravince and the official world. ' But Pomsk
is the most condidetable town of the territory
which stretchits slong’ the “Alt»i Mountains,
pamely, alopg the Ohinese frontier-of the
country of ‘the Khalkni- The higgher ‘prrts of
‘these motntains, and fr into the valley of the:
Tou, téetd with platinam, gold, silver, copper
and auriferous lead. The country buing rich
the town is also rich, as it is:the center for
sll the wealth -andsenterprise-:of: that: large.
tract.of country.-, Moreover, the luxury of; its
houses, its-hourebold goods, ita equipages, can
vival those of the great capitals of Europe. It
{s the city of millipnajres, .Whose .wealth bas
been muda by the pick-axc.and spade,’ and, it
it Hias not the honor'of béing -ihe pluce of
tesidénce “of ‘the' reprépenthtive 'of the Cuzar
‘it consoleg ' itself’ for this by couiting’ in
the first Tinks ‘of‘its notaklés’ the ~lending
‘merchants of thé ‘city, the principal director
df\th‘e-min'é's' jelonging to the imperial govern:
m‘ent:‘ -l I-,l. ‘- r."‘ N .1 ”Llli‘,“?":. . -:"
_ Formerly, Tomik-wag’ Jooked npon as
town situnted ‘at the extrémity 8f the world.
If anyone wighed to go there, hé' must goder-
take a' very loug journcy.  In thege tays, it is
onty ‘like taking a walk, wien thé route is not
wodden by the feet of “inyaddrs. 'In &
short time will:"beé’ constiucted " the Tailrurd,
acrose the ‘Ural woiintains, 'which * will cou-

nect it with Peroi." " ™' ot
Is Tomsk a beiutifal city? = We must ac-'
‘knowledge that,'ns’ regards thik, travellersdo
not "agree. Madame de‘Buurboulon, who
stayed there'some days on hef journey from’
Sharghai to Moscow, déstcriben it esa’ place”
littly picturesque. ~Were'we to dccept her
description of it, Tomisk is’only an fusignifi-

with narrow streets very diffirerit from thoss
‘that pierce the greit cities of Sibéria: " "Muny’
“qve-the dirty didtiicts, especiully where ‘the
‘Twrtars congregate,, id which lizy dfunkards.
‘wwarm« whose very drunkenness is dpdthatiz,
‘ha'is the ciige withall the people of thénarth.”
‘The'traveler, o 'the* contrary,” Heary Rubsel
‘Killotyeh, 1§ ‘quifo‘énthusilistic in his admira-’
<" My it ‘0ot be thiat he saw it’

'it4” wharitle” Of, 8HOW, while'
oulon only'visited” it ‘dutlig

i

‘in ‘miid-winter,
Miie. de” Bou

:[-stiamiée 7" Thid i§ possible, and'it wobld con-"

o’ cold, Eottrled.
fn"“the, cold Herlso
| 'thé Lot §eason’of
th‘é'year. x‘l 5 -a}:r--u:‘ l'.‘.r. ‘vf JI.-'I vt
* W Hate¥ér may be 't'.h?' case, M RUsReNT K11
"lguigh! rays ‘positively that Tiinsk iq‘l;trot_ﬁ'g')h‘l’j'
63d" ¢veh o OF
orid; With jtd houdés
Bahd pork-atylos, e
';w‘itnh “sidewilks o

nificent,” chutches ' Te,
%‘f’gié‘Td'xﬁ’,"u réég‘?,’%&‘,

em'the "opinl h‘";ﬁr}t"t’e’
| van‘only be dppraciated
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snd  Popgfa womme bad their faces uncovered,
‘while others woré

style. ~ Elegant cloaks,
were left opén

with a puflf,-al
‘seen, almost co

"the chosen guards of the Emir kept watch,

for the Tartnr feagt.” '

“¢ant town, with'old Houses of stone and hrick, | |
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W KA A
SGaRpIE) présénted. fo- the” einiz B
principal offigers, an

main fountiatibo:of L

theitreception. N
. Tt Syas- thus-literpreted” by Harry Blount
sand; K178 Uo1Ivet; the two inseparables, who'
“were now-allies Tn-huntitg up news.’ After

reached Tomsk." Their project, long delayed,
was to[part’company with the Tartars; fo re~
Joili, as's001i s possible, some Russign column
and, if that wers possible, to throw themsgelves
with it into Irkutsk. ' What they had'seen Of
the invasions, of those incendlary fires, of those
illa,ges, of those murders, had protound!y
discauraged them, and they were anxiousto
join, as goon as possible, the ranks of the
,b,‘iberlg!!,‘&!lpyg_ U
. H?v!’r,"t‘:,_css, Alcide Jolivet had giyen hls
brother fravéler i to; understand’that he could -
not leave Tomsk without having taken a
pencil sketch of this trinmphal entry of the
‘Partar troops, if it were. only :to. satisfy
the curiosity of ‘his cousin, and Harry Blount.
bad decided to remain some, hours; .but that
very night both were. to. take. the.route for
Irkutsk, and, being well mounted, they hoped
to leave behind the scouts: of the emir.
- Alcide Jolivet -and  Harry ‘Blount then’
‘joined the crowd and looked omn, insuich a
manner as pot to lose any detail of a® fénst
which was to farnish ahundred good lines for-
the newspapers. They gazed- with astonish-
mant on Feofar-Ehanin his magnificence, his

-women, his officers,’ his guards, and all this

oriental pomp, of which the ceremgnizs of
Europs can give no idea. But t}ey turned
away with disdain whep lvan Ogareff pre-
sented himself Pefore the Emir, and they
waited, not, without some impatience, : the
feast to ‘pegin, '

and turned to meet at the back

lowed thelr naked arms to ‘gg

vered with bracelets joined to-
ether ‘with chains of precions stones, ‘and:
their little hands with the £ager-nails tinted-
with the jnice ofthe “nonmeh.” - Uander this

first garment -were petticoats of brocade, cov-
ering the silken “trowsers, which reached a
little above the elegdnt bosts that were em-
broidered with pearls. - Upon those women
who wete not hidden by a veil, one could ad-
mire the long plaits that escaped from tur-
bans of varied colors, the splendid eyes, mag-
pificent teeth, and a ‘complexion rendered

still more fair by the contrast with their dark

eyelashes and tinted eyebrows. o
At the foot of these terraces, sheltered
under the multitude of standards and flags,

with their double sabre curved back at the
side, their dagger in belt, and their lance,
ten feet long, in their hands. Some. of these
Tartars carried white battons, others enor-
mous halberds, ornamented with top-knots
made of gold and silver thread.

All around, as far as the outer edge of this
vast plateau, along the steep slopes whosu
base is washed by the Tom, a cosmopolitan
crowd was massed, composed of all the indi-
genous elements of Central Asis, The Us-
becks weve there, with their large honnets
nmade of the gkin of black sheep, with their
red beard, their gray eyesand their -t arkal-
ouk,” a kind of tunic tik in the Tartar
fashion, There pressed the Turcomans,
deessed {n their national costume, with' wide
trowsers of gaudy colors, with vest and mantle
woven of camel-wool, with red conical bon-
nets, with high boots of Russian leather, their
sabre and knife suspended. by a thong ; there,
pear their masters; stood the . Turcoman
women, their hair drawn back by fillats of
goat-wool, their chemiss open. uuder 1 the’
djonba—striped with blue, purple and green,
théir 1-gs laced with colored ribbons which
erossed each other down to the lenther socks
There, alro, a8 if all the peoples of the Russia-
Chinése frontier had risen at the voice. of tbe
emir, could be seen Mandehourians, their
-forehead ‘and temples Bhaved, their. hair
plaited, with their long robes, with a bolt!
glrding the figure underneatha shirt of silk,
their oval-shaped bonnets of cherry-coldred!
satin- ‘with ‘black ‘border and yellow {ftinge;
then ' along with them' admirable: typis of
those: women " of 'Mundéhouria, with *Hend-
dresses of aftificial flowers which were ' fus-
tened with®golden pins, mudbutterflios 'des
liontoly placed in-thieit black Hair. « ‘Tastly
Mongols, Bukharians, - Persians/ ‘Chinsse " of
Tarkestdin, completed this crowd ‘assemiiled
The Siberians ‘alone werd missing'at this
grand . reception of the invaders.! “Thosé who
Lind mot been' able to flee were: kept in ‘their-
houses by the 'fenr'of pillage; Whichi Feofar-
Klinn might orderas-a- worthy termination’of
thik triumplial ceremony. it o
.. It wasnet until four. o'clock: that the emir
ook’ his- pasition on the .appointéd -place,
amidst the noise of drums; milité§ badds,nnd
the dicharge of musketry andartillery.. Feo~
far nlounted his fuvorite horse, which' carried
on'itsheatd a plime ¢parkling with@iimonds .
The Emir kind Kept o b war costiime. ; At.
his ‘ide walked the Khans of Khokaud, and
of Hinudouz, and’ he was, si,céomgig.‘uigdbj a
_lhljgestaﬁ',,","' P O d m
AT this' T

. tmament 'appetred on’ the terrace,
‘the first mapng, the women ‘of Feofar, the’
queen, if sich a'title ;cad’ be given.1o, sul-
tinas. . Dut'thig woman, gieen, or slave, of
Percidn origin, 'was wondertully leautiful.
Contrary to the Mabometan cugtom, and. ne
‘donbt by # caprice of the emir, Ber face was
uncovered. Her bair, divided into four
“plaits, caressed her shoulders of  dezzling
whiténesy, which were scarcely covered with
a veil'of silk, sbaded with, gold, which ad-
fisted et the back to s bopnet gemmed with
dinmonds. of the greatest price. Uader her’
_petticont of blue silk foll the ¢ zir-djsmnchs’
of silk gauze. and over her cinctare hung'
lookely the « piraun,”’ & chemise of the same’
miterial gracetully-hollowed -towards - the:
Heck.” But:from her hend to her feet; which:
‘weré énveloped in Persian slippers, such .was-
'the profusion of jewelry, gold tomans threaded:
‘with® &ilver'twire, | beads of turquoise, ' fir-
'Bizchs ? taken - from the famous mines.of El--
bourz,’ necklaces iof. cornélian, agated; emer-:
alds, opalsy and: sipphires; that her waist and-

‘stoded] | *As: for the thousands -of -diamonds’
‘thit"parkled:-on.ther' neck, ‘her -arms,. her.
bands)'arbund her cincture, on' her feet, ‘mils;
1iodg ‘61 roubles would not'have paid: for- thefr:
C ”5 i L N T R A I S
.. Thd' emir -and ithe. khans- dismounted, ‘aé!
“als0 the dignitaries wha'formed théir-cortegel
“AlL todH theirpluoes under & magnifiosns tent,
‘faised in the.center:of the firtterrace.  ‘Aw i
‘i4hal! bheiKorau was*placed :on:a dacred table
_'ﬁé;ﬂrg“thg'mht,;-.'nl:v e ol e ety ol Leid
Thidy had mot tos wait for'the lieutedant o

Py
‘eofap ; resounding bugles announced:his ar-
jval.

. - - . pt . . -
1! Ogargfi—the Hashed, as they had
‘benn’ fo' call 'him-dressed tnis timd
uifirmof s Tactar o ‘on’
é:back ™

LIk}

befire the” teht of
ompanied by & Vody

her figurs looked as if: woven with ‘preciousi|

fﬁc‘er,’,’a';-’_:’-,i&’gd‘_c‘gﬁ._ '

' with dificulty makter.

_ “Do you see, my dear Blount,” said Alcide

Jolivet, «weare come too soon, like good

citizens who must needs come orlose their

money. All this is only the rising of the cur-

tain; it would have been better taste to have

arrived only for the ballet.” i
-« What ballet 77 asked Harry Blount.

‘u'The obligatory ballet, faith1- But I think
the curtain ig about te rise.” :
- Alcide Jolivet spoke as if he wero at the
opera, and taking his glass from its case, he
prepared to have a look at, 4sa connoieseur,
the first subjects of Feofar's troop. :
" But a tedious cercmony was to precede the
amusements. : o

Iadeed, the triumph of the conqueror would
not be complete without the public humilia-
tion of the vanquished.
count several hundred prisoners were brought
in under the lash of the soldiers. They were
destined to defile before Feofur-Kban, and his
allies, tefore being stowed away with their
companions in the prisons of the city.

Michael Strogoffl figured in the first rank of
these prisoners. By theorder of Ivan Ogareff,
he was specially guarded by a platoon of
there.

The old Siberiau, always full of energy,
when the matter only touched herself, was ex-
tremely pale. She was expecting some’ ter-
rivle scene. It was not without reason that
het son bad been led before the emir. So
she trembled for him. Ivan Ogareff had been
publicly strick with that knout which had
been raised over her,and he was not the man
to torgive, and his vengeance would be with-
out mercy. Some frightful torture, fumilinr
to the barbariaus of Central Asia, certainly
threstened Michuel Strogoff. 1f Ivan Ogareff
had spiicéd him at the ‘moment bis soldiers
thréiv-théinsel ves ipun him, it was because he
. knew ‘well what be tus doing n handing him
over to the justice,of the emir. ..

Mgreover, nmeither.the mother nor the son
had beeq able'to speak to each other since
the unfertuinite scene in the camp of Zube-
deiro. ‘Thoy had cruslly separated them
from'each other. = - _

Sud asggravation of their misecies, for it
would bave been an alleviation for them if
'they biad been reunited during those days of |
' gaptiviey. Marfa Strogoff would have asked
-pardon of her son for all the misfortune which
‘she had involuntarily brought upon him, for
she reproached herself for not having been
able to master her waternal feelings.  If she
bad been able to restrain Herself in that post-
_house at Omsk, whén she found herself face to
face with him, Michael Stroguff wou.d have
paesed through without being recognized, and,
oh! how many evils. . would .have been
avoided,
.. Aund, on his part, Michael Strogoff thought
.that if his motkier was theére, if Ivau' Ogareff
‘bud brought her into his presrncd, it was that
_she might suffer her own torture, ‘perhaps,
| als0, becausé some terrible death had bedn re-
.served for her &8 Well as for Rimself )
.. As for 'Nudig;! $he’was, arking herself what
.ghy.cont? do €0 save Uoth, how to’¢ome to'the
.uid +of son and mouther. She could ounly pass
.her time i imaginings, but she vaguely felt
that she must, above all things, avoid ‘draw-.

hg ttention Upon' berself, that she mst dis-
guise, that ‘she ‘must pretend to be little.
e, perhaps, she might know the meshes
‘that ‘were Holding ‘the implisomed Tion. . In
any . case, if any opportunity forinction were
‘glven-to her, Bhe would sct, 'evon 'were it ne-
cossary to sacrifice herself for 'the son of
Marfa'Strogoff. . U T
. ‘Menuwhile, ‘most of the piisoners’ had
‘passed béfore the'emir, And, in ipassing, “each-
ot them had'to prostrate the forghead to touch
‘the véry dust, as.a siga of servility. :It was:
‘the ‘slavery which eommerced' with humilia-
tion.  When' the vuforfunates wwerd too*slow
in' bending,. the rude hand ofithe guard- cast
“thém violently' to the ‘earth. "~ Alcide ‘Jolivet’
and his companion’ coiild ‘Dot assist at Buch a
‘specticle’ withou feeling tlic greatest iddigh
pation. ~ f T T '

- sThig i8 cowardly !
Aloiile Jolivet. :
.+t No,” replied Harry Bloxnt, * we 'must see
all2 ot e
irSee AlllANI” cried * suddehly "Alcide’
Jolivet, séizlng the arm of bis ¢opiparion.” "
Ji7 :What i3 the mattér with you'?” asked the
former. TR T T
... Look
: % Shet”
..+ @The siste
and a:prisoner,
LM Restf&u :
Blount. %0
young girl wéuld b
:to her.?
.1 Alcide
.ped. hima

1

Letus:go-away !" said

AN

'

1 1}!9.“‘?*‘:@"-,“;‘?1?,"-’? ..:.;..-.. .

¥ of Our Tellow-traveler! = Aldng,’
. We must mve ber.” =~
yotirselt," coldly  Feplied Harry'
ut, 1ntérvention Ju. bebalf'of ‘this’

& more hartful than usefal’

Sativet) delily 'to'Filsh forward,
olfy and Nadis, who Had' riot per-
uth; being half Veiled by Ber hair,’

eiveéd th ng balf*velleg Ber, halr,
rh“.bétorel the emir,‘ without’
e R L L A R

parsed in her it
‘atiracting }ij_f}i{;hﬁem_igr_x.l‘ Y e
"1, In the meanfime, alfer' Nadls, Marfa Stro:
gaff had “frived, and’ds she’ did W6t throw
lerself -quickly Jenough luto the dust,. the
gunrds brofally pushidibher -0
T Marfd Slt.rgidf,f_tell."_""‘,: ot L
' Hdr' soni iihde ' # taftble HiovEiient which

‘guerding; him could

1 Vo
11 '

“
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the’ soldiers, who were.

i;." Butold Marta raised herself, and they were,

o
b’

g

[he:
! .Ogareff had-not-fixed-its8
ipal officers, and . Keoffar-Kban, wittout
"departing from the. coldness, which”was the.
s dignity, received thems
de them satisfied with.]

‘having-quitted ‘Zebedsiro, they had quickly,

|

'| which the whole crowd bent their heads.

1t was on this ac- |-
4 ing of that word, for his lips parted fur an in-

soldiers. His mother and Nadia were also |

‘'ield in Uid'! han

2, 1‘ Vo
stop:
"' thrown on (leir Wirfice,

| recognized,”
And we m

I’pbofx_t.to' drag-heraway, when gvsq;q'
‘tervened; saying: il
44 Let this womanremain.” A "yt {,
8 for Nadis, she.was throwd pack3gm?pga}'
-crowd -of prigoners, Thelogk’ of Zkya
Selfupaniher
Michael Strogoff wag then led bé
imir, snd ,tl}’era he mg?hed erec %&hgg&,
owering Big evesi et 4 Sl
sf‘*;‘YO“rihP fighe: grougiiIvad
gried out| R i

tothim 3 i
! g’.*_';NOQ’_’.'.géRIE&{"E Mighaé i
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; ,’Puhg whs'
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Jguards wighied fo force him ia
they whd were"thrown {o'the')grbnnd by" the
band.of the-rebust.young, man. et
" Ivan - Ogareff - advanced. towirds~Mic
14 Y ou are about to die," said he:~ )
~'w] shall die” fiercely angwered Michael
Strogoff, «but your face of traifor, Ivan, will
not the less bear, and forever, thé infamous
ntark of the knount?"
Ivan Ogarefl, atithis answer became hor.
ribly pasle. - .
" Who i3 “thid prisoner 7 defninded the
emlr; in a voice the more menacing  because
ofiits calmness.
< 4 A Russian py,” answered Ivan Ogecefl.
In making out Michael Strogoifa spy, he
knew the sentence pronounced against him
would be the more terrible. & °
"Michael” Strogoff  moved towards Ivan’
The soldiers stopped him. -
. ‘The emir thet made a gesture before

hael
) RO e

Afterwards he ‘motioned with his hand for the
Loran, which -was brought to him. He
opened the book, aud placed Lis finger op dne
of the pages, B

. It wag chance, or rathet, an thete Orientals
think, God Himself who was ubout to decide
the fate of Michael Strogo¥f. 'The people of
Central Asia give the Wame of “fal” to this
practice. Aftef having interpreted the sense
of the verse tduchwd by the finger of the
judgs, they apply the sentence, whatever it
may be, ‘ _

The emir biact left his finger resting on the
page of the koran. The chief of the ulemas,
then apptoaching read’ with a loud voice a
verse which finished with these words :

« And he sball see no more the things of
the earth.” «Russianspy,” said Feofar-Khan,
#you come to see what is passing in the camp
of the Tartars! Look, then, with all your
eyes! Look!” - - :

~ CHAPTER V.

« MicHAEL STROGOFF, with his hands bonad,
was held inx front of the emir’s throne, at toe
foot of the terrace.

His mother, overcome at last by so many
physical und moral tortures, had supk down,
not daring to look or listen any longer.

# Look with all your eyes! ‘Look!! Feo-
far-Khan had said, stretching. out his threat-
ening hand towards Michael Strogofl. ‘

Without doubt, Ivan Ogareff, knowing well
the. Tartar customs, had understood the bear-~

stant in a cruel smile. Then he went to take
his place near Feotar-Ehan. . - . . .. 1

A call of trumpets was heard immediately.
1t was the signal for the amusements,

it Now we will bave the ballet,” said Alcide
Jolivet to Harry Blount, « but contrary to all
curtown, thesc barbarians give it before the
draa |7 ’

Michael Strogoff had been ovdered to look—
be did look. A dauscuses (female dancers)
came upon the space reserved for them.
Various Partar instroments, united with the
guttural voices of the singers, formed a strange
harmony. There ~was the ¢«doutare)” a
mandoline with a long neck made of the wood
of the mulbétry tree, Wwith two strings of
twisted silk ; v Xobire,” a kind of violoncelle,
open at tho back, farnished with horse-hair
and made to vibrate with 'a bow; ‘the
u tachibyzga,” 4 10hg flute made of a'reed;
trumpets, tamboutines and tomtoms. At once
the dances began, ' . : C
. The danseuses wete hll of Persian origin.
They were not slaves, htt'exercised their pro-
fession at liberty. TFirmerly they figured
officiatly in the cerenionies of the court at
Teoheran ; but kince the ‘advent to the throne
of the reignimg family, having been almost
banished from the kingdom, they have been
compelled to seek thuir fortune. elsewhere.
They wore the national costume, and jewels
ornamented “tbem ‘In ' profusion.  Little
trisngles of gold 'dnud loug pendant lockets
swang ‘from thair tars, rings of " silver inter-
locked hang f¥dm ' their necks, bracelets
formed of & 'dbuble Tow of gems encircled
theirnms d4d legs, pendauts richly studded
with pearls, with turquoises, and ‘with car-
nelians trembled at the extremity of theirlong
plaits. S ST '

Tue dancers performed’ Vety 'gtacefully
various dances, sometimés ‘singly and some-
times in groups.” = Tliey had their faces un-
Govered, bat, frowm’” time to time, that'drew n
light veit over their" figure; and 'ong would
- have knid that 'a Glond of giuze wis passing
over their sparkling ‘eyes’ like a vipor over

‘the starfy bedven. " b

“Somd of these * Persian’ women wore''as a
scarf @ leather strap embrbidered with pearls,”
from"which' was stspended a satchel of trinn-
‘gtilar forin; the point'Below, and which ‘théy
‘opened at'i given time. From these sittchiels,
woven of gdld filigree, they dréw forth Tony
pariow biauds of schrlet silk; on which' weré
émbroidered ‘verses'from the ‘Koran. Theke’
bauds held’ from 'ohé to” augthar, formed an’
arclf'inder; which other ‘dancers glided with-
out’ interrupting 'their ftep, and'in - pasdidg
bifore each veise; actording 1o’ thie precept it
‘contained; théy éither prostintet thempelves
‘to the earth; or they flew’ over it #ith 'a likht
boiznd 48 'though' they were goiog to ‘tuke
‘théir place auioug thé houris” of 'Mahomet. |
" But thet Which “was remarkable, that 'with
"which Al¢ide' Jolivet was most struck, was
_that'tbe Persian dancers showed themselves.
‘more indolent-than fiery, Fury was alto-
‘gethet’ wanting fo them, snd alike by the
vharacter'and execution of théir dances they’
brought to'mind rather the'calm abd decent
figures of India‘than the passionaté # almes’"

of Buypt. * * © R .
' When this first entertainment was over, a’
grave voice was heard, -whichssaid : ¢ Look,
"with all yous.eyes 100k’ . psuit il diren 2o
. 'Thé man who, repeated these words of the
“einir, & Turtar of bixh' statue, was the chief
executionar Qfl g‘cpfﬁl&hggu.f_"gq‘ bud taken,
‘his”position bubind ! ichagl, Strogofl, and he,
held in Lidhand & swWord . with'a’ broad dnd
curysd blads, one of those. Damugeuy bindes,
which'Hed heen tempered 'by the famous "ar~
mobrerg of Karschi, or of Hissar, 2000 " 0
. Neéur hitn some guards had broughit 4 triped.
on which wis placed-an iron'dish, wherevome,
w

Tebinous anid aro; substa
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frankincenso’ and " bebzion, “which.h
LA RS

‘Méanwhilo, & L5 Py
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very different," which Mis
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.- And we must ,bqllq‘cp\gl;lgt" the two .lb!%l"n.;
alists also Tacognized them, for. Harry Blount
O toua e mr Do T kYL v e ey
sajd to-his confrere: - s

.| would have signified :

‘| could donothing for him.. .

| cutioh sho

od ! ulléritood, Feofar said to him :
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44 The very ones!” cried Alcide Jolivet. «I
ine their eyes bring more money to these

than their legsl”

YAndAn-making them out tobe dgents in the
séyide\ofthe emir, AlciderJolivet, it is well
“kpow, ¥id not.deceive Rimselfy!i ;.

.In the fitdt rank: of the Teiganes fignred
Satgarre, stume,” sra;

9,
-picturerque as it wag;,whi
sher beauty. \;g, i

[

.fnﬂlfe}ﬁaui).e:b.cbhtum‘e;"’si;g_nge and
“igotof Sl more
Sangarte, did not dancelibut stoodiin the mid-
die of her#jdaﬁyfn' igirls, [whose fantastic
steps partook ofiadl the’Gountries ‘which their
race had' ve‘;-_sé}'_a in|Etrope ; ‘of Bohemia, of
Egypt, g_i% nly,fadd of Bpain. ‘They: became
unimatsd at thes hoise'df the cymbals which
«clanged on their-dtms, and at the--swelling of
‘the ' daites e kind~ of diilm sounded by the
ﬁagerg - .:.;r‘:"':.
*, ‘Sangdrte; holding one of these daires which
trembled between her hands, excited this troop
of-veritable corybantes,

They camo forward & youthful Tsigane,
some fiftéen years old at most. He held in
.his hand a doutare, the two cords of which he
made to vibrate by a simple gliding of his
nails. He ‘sang.® During the douplet of this
song of fantastic rhythm, a dsuseuse came and
placed herselt near him and remained im.
movable, listeniag to him, but- each time the
burden camo to the lips of the  young singer,
she again. tock . up her interrupted " dance,
shaking her daire near him, and deafening him
with the sound of he drum. .

"Then, atter the last verse,ithe dancers en-
laced the Tsigane in a thousand turnings of
their datices, : ‘
. _At this.moment o shower of gold fell from
the hands of the emir, and his allies, from the
bands of the officers of all grades, and, to the
nolse of the pieces which struck the cymbals
of the dancers, were blended the last mur-
murs of the doutares and tambourines.

« Prodigal as freebooters!” said Alcide
Jolivet in the enr of nis Lompanie:,

And, indecd it'was stolen money, whick
fell in showers, for with the Tartar tomans and
sequing rained also Muscovite ducats and
roubles. . ) ’

Then silence was made for an instant, and
the voice of the executioner, placing his hand
on the shoulder of Michael Strogoff, agaip
spoke those words whose repetition rendered:
them then still more sinister.

« Look with all your eyes, look!”

' But this time, Alcide Jolivet- observed that
tbe executioner did not hold his naked sword

'| in his band.

Meanwhile the sun was already sinking be-
low the borizon. A half-darkness began ta
envelop the outlines of the country. The
mass of cedars and pines became more and
more dark, and the waters of the Tom dark-
ened afar off, were goon lost in the first fogs of
night. The dark shades could not delay long
in gliding up to the plateau which overlooked
the city. .

But at that instant several huhdied slaves,
carrying lighted torches, invaded the whole
place. Led by Sangarre, both the Tsiganes
and Persians rezppeared brfore the throne of
the emir, and displayed, by contrast, their
dances of different kinds. The instruments

‘| of the Tartar orchestra unloosed themselves

in & more savage harrrony, accompanied witly
-the guttural cries-of 'the singers. The paper-
kites, which bad been let down to the ground
retook their flight, drawing up with them
lanterns of ‘meny colors, and under & fresher
breeze thelt harps  vibrated with more
intensity inYhe midst of this wrial illumina-
tion. ,

Tleéne sfquadron of Tarters in their war
uniforim came and joined the dances, the fury
of which bad kept increasing, and then com-
menced a pedestrinn fantasia which producesd:
the strangest effect.

These soldiers, armed with naked swords
and long pistols, actually while executing &
kind of vault, made the air resound with
quick detonations of musketry. Their arms,.
charged with colored powder, dfter the fashion
ot the Chinese, by means of some metallic in--
gredient, sent forth long red, green, and blue-
juts, and one would have said then that all
these groups were actipg in the midst of a
display of fireworks, =~

Thoroughly acquainted as a Parisian
journalist” must be with these surprising
tffects that modern scenic” art has carried ro
far, Alcide Jolivet could not restrain a slight
movement of hig ‘head, which, between the
boulevard  Montmartre and the Madeleine,
“ Not g0 bad, not to

bad.” |

Then suddenly, as if at a given siznal, all
the fires of ' funtasia were  extinguished, the
dances ceased, the daricers disnjpeared. The
ceremony wag terminated, ‘and ‘the torches
along lit up the plateau, which some instants
before was co full of lights.

At a sign from the emir Micbael Strogoff

] was led into the middle of thé squure.

* « Blount,” said Alcids Jolivet to his com-
panion, « do you intend to ses the end,of all
this? . - .
- # Without any doubt’ whatever,” said Harry"
- Blount. ' )

wYour readers.of the Daily Telegraph, 1
hope, are not teo. pire. for the detaily of an
executicn after the Tartar fashion.” :

«.Not more 86 than your cousin,’ .

- Pgor young fellow 1" added Alcide Jolivet,.
fixing' bis gyes. on Michael Strogofl. «The-

1:valiant soldier ‘deserved o, fail on the battle-

fleld 17

- - wCan we do anything to save him 7”7 said-
Harry Blount i
-4 We can, do.nothing,” = . ..
~"The two journalists. called to mind the-
'geherous condict, of Michael Strogoff ; they

knew not through what triuls, a slave to, duty

‘alime,he had passed ;rnd, in the widst of those-
Partats to' whom_all pity 33, unknown, they

Litcle desirous of asisiing at the torture re~
rerved for this infortunate was, they then re--
entered the city.. . . .. . . . . .

- An hour later they were hastening along the:
tond to Irkutsk,and it,was among the; Russians
‘they would attempi to foltow what Alcide
Jolivet called by anticipation “the campaign:
‘of revenge.t - .o o0 e

‘Meavwhilg, Michael Strogoff was standing:
up : haviog, .a, havghty. look . for the Emir,
one of disdain for Ivan Ogareff.”  Hewas ex-
.pgcting todie, and, nevertheless, one would
have sought in vain in him for any symptom:
Of WeaKDBSS (i 4 o
* The spectators, and, the chief staff of Feofor-
‘Khen, 'for whom thiy torure way ouly an at-
triction thé more, were; waiting uintil the exe-

Id be oyer... Then its, curiosity

sitinléd, il the savege horde jwould plunge
.".i(“iélﬁ.hmagrﬂvgkgi‘.g%ﬁ‘ '\'a.'s.'!n".( wity gl oo

., Tbe Eair madey keatie. Michae] Strogofl
‘pushéd by the guards, approaghed the terrace,:
ahtl then, in that Tartas’ Janguage Which he

ighes: " You
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