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historie truths. . . . But when we drop these
intervening days, the course of theology is not
only complote, it is a theology which circles
around Christ; it is a Christology rather than
a thcology. Christmas declares the Incarnation
of Him who was conceived of the Holy Ghost
and born of the Virgin Mary ; Epiphany points
to Hîim as the universail Saviour, the Light that
lighteth every man that conieth into trie world;
Lent and Good Friday emphasize the forgive-
ness of sins through the Passion and Death of
the Iedeemer; Easter proclaims His Resurrec-
tion, and our riser life in Him ; Ascension Day

of' His return to His Father, and Ris
eternal intercession ; Whitsunday gives thanks
for the gift of ftle Holy Spirit, that other Con-
forter whom He bestows upon His people;
Triniity Sunday praises lim who, with the
Fatier and the Spirit, is to be ever worshipped
and gloriied, one God, world without end ; and
AI( Saints' Day draws ail the worshipping
people of God together in one Holy Catholic
(ltrcli a universal and glorious communion of
saints. Thus the Churcli chants solemnly the
Apostles' Creed in a responsive service which
lasts throughout the year, and in which succes-
dive festivals catch up and repeat the successive
articles Of OUr Hliy Catholic Faith.

:ach o these great days possesses a double
signilicance. It points backward to a historie
fact ; it points inward to a spiritual experience.
Thts Christmas is a historian repeating every
year the testimony, " W beholed Ilis glory, as
of the only Begotten of the Father ;" and it is
a proiphet, pointing forward to the tinie when
the Church, which is IIis Body, shall be filled
Vith the fulness of Him that filleth all in ail.

The Incarnation was flot completed in the
manger at Bethlehem. It is an eternally pro-
greSs ing fact; never to be completed til all the
household in which He is the first born among
many brethren coie to sec Mim as lie is ; ba-
coume (illed like Ilim with all the fuliness of God.
The Incarnation is the realisin of religion.
Christianity is neither a drcan nor a doctrine;
it is a life-the life ofi God in the soul of' man.
The tabernacle of God was set up for those
thirty-three years among the hills of Palestine
that so God might emphasize the truth that
everuore the tabernacle of' G-od is with mon,
and lie will dwell with thein. Christian life is
a perpetnally growing, but never consumnated,
incarnation. If Jasus Christ was rnanifested to
show men what God is, He was also manifosted
to show them w'hat they might become. Goad is
ia meiteor that fiashed on the world and then
di-appeared, leaving it to darkness and the
miienory of' a great light. He is the Sun ; the
LIg.hît that lighteth every man ; and le shone
fir'st in the manger, that Ie might teach lis
chîildren that there is no lifc so lowly that He
wilI nort enter il. There is but one siniless Son
of Gd; blit there area many sans of (od whose
sins obscure the light which shone in lim with-
oulit a shadow. Christ liveth in me; that is
P:il s declaration of his own experience. Until
Christ be formed in you : that is Paul's prayer
for his own pupils. What is this but an experi-
enee of incarnation-a prayer for incarnation ?
There is scarcely a titie of honor woven into the
crwn which the New Testament puts on the
bronw of Christ that lie does not weave into the
Iesser crown which lie puts upon the brow of
llis disciples. Ie is the Chiet Shepherd, and
every one that entereth in by the door is a
shephîerd o lHis sheep. lie is the Captain of
Salvation, and we are soldiers of His cross ; He
is the Light that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world; and we are lights of
tle world ; He is the Great High Priest, and
weare p)riests unto God; He is tue Lamb of
ted slain from the foundation of the world, and
We are living sacridees unto God ; Ie is King
of kingsand Lord of lords, and we are kings
casung our crowns before im ; He is the only

begotten Son of God; He is filed with Ill the
fulness of the Godhead bodily, and wo are bid,
as with bated breath and bowed bead, to pray,
that we, being rooted and grounded in love,
nay know His love which passeth II knowl-
edge, and bc filled with all the fuilness of God.
The Clurch is the Body of Christ; Our eyes are
luis eyes to see lis visions, our hands His
hands to do His work, Our feet His feet to run
lis errands, our tongue Iis tongue to speak
His truths; and our hearts must needs be Ilis
heart, filled with the fulness of IIis own pres-
ence.

The religion of Jesus Christ is a realistie re-
ligion. It is not a system of abstract though t;
it is not a drean of' an impossible ideal. I is
love, joy, peace, long-sufll'ering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temporanee-in ac-
tion. It is idealism reduced to practice. Pagan
religions have sketched ideals; the Christian
religion las produced a historical reality.
Pagan religions have dreamed of virtues ; Ch ris-
tianity has incarnated then. Pagan religions
have taught mer about God Chrstianity ias
brought G-od into the hearts ofi mi. lie is
born into every heart tiat opens itself to r'e-
ceive Ilis presence; and at every birth the
angel repeats the glad tidings, Unto you is
borni this day a Saviour, whici is Christ the
Lord. Tabernae'ling in the hearts of' mon, lie
brings always with Uim righteousn'ss and
peaco, and joy in thie Holy Ghost, and the aigel
chorus of the first Christmas ie is re-ecloed
froma every haine made luminous by lis in-
dwelling: Glory to God in the iighest, on earth
peace, good wili among Imaikliud. -- îe Chris.
tian Union.

SCIENCE AND FAITI.

In the discussion on this subject, the Rev. C.
Lloyd Engstrom, secretary of the Christian
E videnee Society, said: ' Whiat is science ? i t
is the attemîpt to unify facts by grouping thei
under general characters (laws of nature), or by
causal explanations tscientific hypotheses or
tieories)-the main point to bo observed being
tle dominance assigned by modern science to
the tacts themselves rathor thain to the opinions
of' their observers. I would lay particubir stress
upon the last clause, because it sets forth the
root principle of science ; and as regards the
relations between science and faith alnost every-
thing depends on tlie pritnile(' wlicli antimates
aci. Now, it has appcared to tre that much

which nowadays passes for science violates that
which I have veattured to call its root principle.
And it is not difficult to se why a tendeicy to
this should increase under somewhat changed
conditions of investigation. Foi it will b
observed, as one of the nloblest and most satis-
factory characteristies of science in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century, that it draws

more and more away from all that savours of
materialisn. As was most ably pointed out in
a review in tue Guardian a few ycars sine,
science is developed in the region of' iitellectu:d

inference. The hidden springs whtich issie in,
material faets are the mai n object of' discussion.
But, this being so, is there not great daniger lest
hypotheses whichi cannot possibly be verified
become more and more regarded a> accepted
theories ? That which is stated in the sacred
name of science is liable to be reccived iwitlou t
demur ; the world in genteral nlot having yet
perceived the absence of those tests which were
not so very long ago especialy vauited by many
scientific men as the essential glory of scence.
The relations betweei material changes in the
brain and Our mental consciousiness may bc
mentioned as one instance of very unwarranted

dognatising. And when rie considers the
very pretty quarrel (now in an acute stige)
between Mr. Herbort Spencer and Professor
Weismann as to the causes of biological ev ol-
tion, one cut appreciate the increasing caution
with whicl nany, who are true men of science,
express their views on Ihese Imiost Ier)lOxinig
and diflicutit subjects. But what, after ilt, is
spirit of science ? li entire accordance with
what has already bean stated, its spirit is tlat
which is in its essence Christian. Ilumiiility,
self-forgretfulnss, faith, entlhusiasn, and a buri-
ing lov of trnth-these are its iminii charnetor-
isties. liitity ; for did not Francis Ratoin
say that the only enttranae t into tle kiigdon of
the sciences is tlit into the kiigdoma If heraven-
the spirit of a little c'hild ? Self-forgetfulness;
so beautifully illustrated by 1t illustrions
Darwin, as hy Newton o old. Faith ; l'or fir'st,
the trait of' science conscious ly or unconsciusly
ever inîvestigates ain the assupijon ofthe unity
of .nature, of' th rasornableness of natural pro-
cesses, nd tue like-all, of' course. utnv'erilia de

andsaondly, ie wîoulid stop workig if l did tiot

ever try to eliarge the boni daries of the ki ow n
by ging forth in faith to searich in the r'egioris
of' the yet uiiiwni. M 'ou(, truily did T'I'yntdttl
eall )arw'in the A braharm of' scien-e, anid thilus,
by a1 mîozst fruitfuhl comllarisoi, indiuet' the
essnritial unity of seience itnd l aitli. 'n us1s1 ;iitisrt
based on a conviction that. nature is wNorthy of'
investigation, artd that good, rnot evil, is to sray
the least, its prominting character. A btrn-
ing love of, truth ; w'hiclh one imight atlmost
vunitur 'e to call the spcial oarneteristic of
Clirist's ownt teahiig, as insinterity certainly
arîoused lis moîst terrible denittrions. (Closely
oinlected with this last thoright are thoso

suggested by lis Niunie, tlia Logos. Fromi il
wea imust inifer tîutt ifnalture in its widest meain-
inrg he G-od's work, the hiws of' nature-i. e., the
ima Ii festations oa lte wfi orking, the forniuritod
cltssilication of' its ilove eii rts--re pecuiliarly
the laws of' iiimîî Who, as the Secoid Person of
the H1oly Triitiy, is the manifestation o ,(
as the First Pe rson is lte Source, und the Third
Person the livintg Power. Anl fromi it wo îttmst
also infir that the oxervisie ofrnm rasin,
uttered in lumai speeci, is iai's tribuîtte of

praise to Ilimu Who, in hlie God head, is the self-
r-elective D)ivine cosiuns.Who, sonit by
eternal Love, is 1his revealing Word to mani.
Hlow cari Ithe flllest and frailinest lise of, the in
teleet hie runihionoured iby the )ivinîe L20.s?
Let ite end wiit a fev words of' intensely
pr-actic al exhortLationi. If scinc hil precep-
tion, anl stat t, andî se of" ordored f'e's,"
thit, il Chrisîtian fitit he based Oil eterrnal tirets
(sich tus the Iiuhy Triiity iri Unityt ati oni
f!ets ii tinte (such as lthe inarialioni und the
Atorinent), let ns sh<eek to comte iito closer
toIch, iIto vital unniti i, hi thos' ctts, set farth
in tlie Cred, but made oiur owin ini ouri life.
Let ls so aqiait oirseilv.s with G lo, lai is
stand in the prescie of Jut lirist, let lis so
yield ourselves tohe ltI'risforintg pwrof' lth
Ioly Spirit, thit tie mo rst certain facts of' ourit
cornsciousiess unmay he the facts of' Christian
experience. These, becauise they ara fatis,
cantiot clash with anuyt other facts. This science
cauniot but harmonise w ith ail other sciences.

Therefore ChristianFat, manifesteud in a liv-
inrg theologys the nother, tlie quieen, the
cthminiitation of ai natural ie.'- urchl

I x ouir outward ocecipations let rus he mor-e

occupied with (od thait with all elIsc. To do

thiem well, wa ut ist do thein iii ilis presence

and for lis sake. At the sight, of' the nuajesty
of God, cahniess ard serenity shiold possess
the soul. A wordl front tue Lord stilied the
raging of the sea, and a glaniii'c froim Il ia to is,
and l'rom us to Ilim, should stili do the smte t
our daily life.-encin.


