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THE CHURCH GUARNIAN:

Now, whatever one may think of the correct- |

ness of their opinion on this subject, there can
be no doubt what would have been the action
of the early Church in regard to any persons,
who on any ground and for any reason, should
have undertaken to leave the Church of the
country in which they were born and baptized,
apd set up in the same country, or community,
or clsewhere, a new organization, with the
claim that it should bo recognised as a branch
of tho Church of Christ,

Ilence, whether we can defend Episcopacy,
or whatever is essential to it on Seripture
grounds alone, and by citing Seripture texts
concerning it or mot, it is certain that the Church
itself and for itself hss decided this question.
It is the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ ;
to it was committed the Gospel and the sacra-
ments. [t has the power to bind and loose.
It has the right to decide who are its members
and who, as branches, are cut off from the Vine,
and who, as rival bodies, are only forms of
the anti-Christ which, as St, John sayvs, had
begun to appear even in his days (1 Jobn ii.
18).

%L must be horne in mind that T am not dis-
cussing this question with roference to the Re-
formers and Protestants on the Continent of
Europe—their case was in every respect pe-
caliar, Buat the ancestors of most of the de-
nominations around usseceded from the Church
of England after it bad affected its own refor-
mation and had returned professedly—and we
may add in fact and really—to the doctrines
and form of tl.e Primitive Church, so faras the
¢ircumstances of the times and their age in

the world's history would allow- If then, we

zpucede that they had a right to remain in the
Church aud do what they counld to make it to
suit their views, to abolish Iipiscopacy, and
substitute in its stead some form of Lutheran-
ism or Calvinism, Presbyterianism or Congre-
gationalism, or to adopt Calvinis.» {n the place
of the Primitive Faith, it is man %« that they
had no right, nor power to leave .uc Church
and cstablish one of their own outside of it,
On the most common, and the best established
principles of Church law, they had no more
power or rignt to abolish Episcopacy than
they had to reject the Apostles’ or Niceuo
Creeds, which aeclare the Divinity of Christ
and the Personality of the Holy Ghost, and yot
elaim 6 be received as Christians and a part of
the Body of Christ’y Church.

It is the very common and prevailing im-
pression among these dissenting denominations
that their ancestors did, and that they are still
doing only what the members of the Iinglish
Church did at the Reformation. But nothing

. cun be further from the truth. The members

of the English Church did not separate from
the Romish Church and form a new one of
their own and according to their own notions
of what a Church ovgnt to bo.

THE LITURGY.

(Ry the Right Rev. Hugh Miller Thompasn,
S.T.D., LL.D., Bishop of Mississippi.)

Aliturgy is a growth. It is the accumauia-
ton of centuries. It is the prayers of the
holiest in the past. It is the pra‘ses of tho
stintliest of all ages, Jteomes down, burdened
}vith the most sacred memories, sanctified with
holiest and loftiest associutions. These prayers
have been the utterances of the greatest brains
and the holiest hearts for centuries. These
praises huve been hallowed by the purest lips
thut ever spake. These potitions have gone up
Irom dungeon ceils, whero Christian herocs
prepared 1o give life for fuith, These hymos
have rung in triumph round blazing pile and
Voody block. Divinest sorrow has breathed
these misereres.  Divinest joy has winged these

/ubilates up to God, They are, at lust, the con- | rolemn sentences. They arve not words only. "}
: 'T¢ him they aro things.— Zhe Church Chronicle.

centrated worship of the Christian ages. Every

pain and every gladness, cvery mournful defeat,
every glorious triumph in all the cycles of the
Church’s story, are living yet in these words of
power. They have been whispered when an
infant died ; they havo been wailed by a smitten
nation asking merey of a chastening God. They
have echoed in the laborer’s cottage his thanks-
giving for humble mercies to the lowly; they
have rung through the vaulted roofs of grand
cathedrals a people’s shount of giory for deliver-
ance to the (od of battles. Thoy are not one
man's words—one heart’s utterances, They
are the world's words. They are humanity’s
cries to heaven for ages,

Thus has our liturgy grown. Thus does it
como to us. Such a liturgy ean never be made,
Such a liturgy only grows. The oak of centu-
ries stands by the band of God. It has grown
to what it is by Ilis will. Men do not muke
cither oaks or liturgies.

The liturgy expresses, possibly, for no two
who will use it in any Church next Sunday ex-
actly the sume. JBach prays his personal prayer
and offers his personal thanlks under the gone-
ral form. And any devout coul, looking back
to his. spiritual experience, will find, besides,
that the general formulas mean more to him
to-day than they did last year ; that thoy meant
more last year than they did the year before;
that, a3 he has passed through the changes and
chancos of this earthly lifo, thoy have, for him,
acquired special significanco under this judg-
ment or that mercy.

It is the most beautiful thing about the lit-
urgy, this gradual unfolding of its profound
and personal senses in tho phascs of religious
life; this process by which, in a certain sense,
I appropriate and malke the general litargy my
OwWil.

The prayers are used day by day. They seem
to have all the meaning they can have. 1 use
them devoutly. One daya dear friend sails
away to a distant land.  The words, fumilinrso
long, fall from the pastor’s lips, * That it may
please Thee to preserve all that travel by land
or by water,” and I am startled by the new
power of these words to me.

Again and again Thear the familiar liturgy.
I seem thoroughly to possess its meaning. One
day Ilearn that God has written down a dear
gister, 1 widow, in I}is boolk; that she and her
babes are desolate.  The old, familiar petition,
“That it may please Thee to defend and provido
for the fatherless children and widows,"” falls
on my car in the familiar tones.  Ienecforthit
is my own with a profounder mecaning. From
a heart touched by the finger of God, the re-
sponse, “ We bescech Thee to hear us, good
Lord,” comes with a depth of fecling, with a
seose unknown before.

The priest stands at the altar. The sublime
“Prayer for the Chureh Militant” falls from
his lips iu the peaple’s nume. I have heard it
a thousard times, and T have entered into its
power and &pirit, I have been carried upward
on its strong wings of supplication often. An
honored father dies, T have stood by his open
grave, and have heard the solomn words that
committed that sacred dust to the carth tili the
morning of the Resurrection. Again 1 hoar
the grand supplication ut the altar-side. So.
lemnly the well known words fall on tho ear,
“ And we also bless Thy Holy Name for all
Thy servants who have departed this life in
Thy faith and fear.” The cld words are new.
I foel their meaning now. The prayer, at last,
under God’s chastening hand is mine. The
pulscs of another heart shall beat timne till death
to the sclemn cadences of that majstic pettion
which joins earth and Paradise, the crowned
dead and the struggling living, both in one.

So grows a liturgy into tho soul. Tleerc is
tho seeret of its power amorng us.  That is

why, to Churchmen, extempore forms seem 50,

dend wnd barren. The spiritnat life of every
devout Churchman hascrystaliz:d around those

CLERICAL HONOR.

The Church Press of New York, under tho
above title has the following article, which,
we fear is not without force and application on
this sido of the line. It says:—

This is an elemont of character which ap-
pears to be diminishing amongst us. Theio
are some men in the ministry of the Church
who are utterly destitute of honor. Iow thoy
ever came to got there, is n mystory; and why
thoy are now continued in the ministry is ono
of the incongruitios of our Church diseiplino
which brings a sorious reflection upon as.

Such men are not wholly destitate of abili-
ty. They have a certain amount of popular
talent and plausible address which cnables
thom to produce a favorable impression upon
the undiscerning and unwary., DBut they are
wanting in the moral requisite without which
intellectual gifts become positively injurious.
The prime ohject of such men is to promote
their own porsonil ends, rogardless of the inws
of the Chnrch and the rights aud interosts of
others. I+ is convenient for them to ignore
opiscopal suthority and to trample down tho
wishes and rights of rectors and parishes whon
their selfish ends cannot be otherwise attained.
And in furtherance of their schemes to sup-
plant others and put themselves in their places,
they intriguc and plot, lie and slandoer, disturb
the peace of fumilics and interrupt the harmony
of parishes.

Such men are a reproach to the Church and
a curse to wrociety. There is nothing munly,
and opon and straichtforward about them.
They gef. along only by trickery, and misrep-
resentation and frand.  We have had such mon
in the ministry; there are somoe of them among
us now ; and the injury ono such unprincipled
dishonorablo priest does more than countler-
balances the hard, honest work of a dozon reput-
ablo ministers of Jesus Christ.

Tt is time some greater procaution was takoen
against these wolves in sheep clothing,  Our
Bishops should be more carcful in ordaining
men Lo the suered ministry of the Chureh; our
Lectors and vestries should be more discrimin.
ating in recommending men for ordination.
We want moral character s well as intel-
lectual gifts.  The Chureh requires gentlemon
to serve at her altars—men who will walk up-
rightly, and speak the trath in their hearts,
and backbite not witli their tongues, and do no
evil to their neighbors. There aro some mon
of an opposite character in the ministry to-dny,
as there have been in all days. They are «
blirht upon their profession.  The Church can
nevor prosper under their influence. It is
the duty of the Church to cast them out and to
proelaim more forcibly than ever. “Bo ye clean
that beur the vessel of tho Lord.”

ST. BARNABAS.

i ffe was a good man, and full of the Holy G host.”

What words are ithese! We have often
heard them, and so our ears become dull to
them. Yet so does Scripture entitle only one
human being besides, and him that one who
was chosen to the high dignity of being first
lin the noble army of martyrs. Nor is it
t“ filled” only, but *“full:” not filled for a time,
but lustingly, abidingly, and full of the Holy
Ghost, of God. God iy a consuming fire, ard
where e dwelleth, ITe nust consinne atl that
is alien or offensive to Him, And Ile dwelleth
in us I proportion as we shrink not from thut
i burning touch, which oiten with pain, that
"yeaches to the very iumost koul, cleanses sud
makes us meet for ilix indwelling by cousum-

+

ing what is unflt.—Lr. Pusey.



