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CHIEF JUSTICE HARRISON. O u:
The Honorable Robert Alexander Harrison, wuS

born in the city of Montreal on the 3rd Auguat,
1833. Hi@ parents were both from the North of
Ireland,and ini the smre year that hoe wu born
removod front Montreal to Markham, near To-
ronto, but subsequently becaine inhabitants of
that city. Ediicated at Upper Canada Ooilege,
the nursery of a majority or Ontario's great men,
Mr. Harrison, at the esrly age of sixteen, entered
theo1fce of Meuars. Robinson and Allan as a
law student. When about eighteen years of age,
and two years a student, hie commenced the com-
pilation Of bis firat Iaw wok : it was a digest o
ail cases determined in the Queen's Bench and
practico Courts of Upper Canada, from 1843 to
1851, inclusive. He was about a year in writing
the book, and nearlyas long in passing it through
the proes. Being a Young lawj student and un-
known to the Profession the work was published
under the supervision of Mr. (now) Sir James
Lukin Robinsen, who was thon the authorizod
reprter of the Queen's Bench. The work was
p ublished in the joint names of 1'Robinson à
Hrign," It was most succesaful, and roceiv-

ed the approval of the rofession. It bronght
MfÉ Harrison's naine widoy and favourably be-
fore the legal profession. This was the only
legal work hoe wrote during the time hie wus a law
student. During the years of his study hoe was a

>rmet membor of the Toronto Literary and
e=tn Society, aud of the Osgoodo Club of

Toronto. For a long period hoe was president of
the Literary Society, though in years junior Wo
manY Of itS mombers. 0f the Qagoode Club,
while the Hon. Justice Burns was president, h
was one of its vice presidenta, and a most active
member. In 1853, Mr. Harrison became a Iaw
atudont in the office of mesurs. Crawford &
Hagarty, thon the leading law firm of Upper
Canada, the members of wbich were the late
Lieut. Govrnor of Ontario, and the presont
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. lu 1854,
ho joined the crown law departmoent for Upper
Canada, as chief clerk, or deputy Wo the Attor-
ney General. Although thon only a law student,
his slection was made by the late Hon. John
Boas, on account of the favoin-ablo opinion given
of Mr. Harrison b ymn leading men of the

profssin. To~hthe goverumont, of which
1f.ROBS was a member, was defeatsd during

the timo that Mr. Harrison was on bis way Wo
Queboc, yet Sir John A. Macdonald, who in the
mean timo liad taken Mr. Roses place, confirmed
the appointment. Pror Wo his departuro for
Quebec, Mr. Harrison receivod addresses from
the litorary and other associations with which hoe

asa connected, ail bearing the moat fervent ex-
Presin for bis welfare. In 1855, the yoar i
whichthe Govornient romovod to Toronto, Mr.
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GALLERY Harrison wu called Wo the bar IIwith honor. "
He wua the firut 8o cailed under the new rules
then juat in operation, and s warmly conge.a
tulated by the late Mr. Robert Baldwin, then
treasurer of the Law Society, and shortly after.
wàrda had conferred upon him the de of
B.C.L., by the Univorsity of TrixityGiteSubsequently ho received the degree of D.C. Lfrora that institution. About this tira. he was
a constant contributor to the Daïly Coloiat,
thon oue of the leading papers of Toronto; hie
articles were often roproduced by the country

reswth much offet. Becoming too, much i-.
vo"ved in politica, to the n lect of bis profes-
sion, he, in 1855, cut short bis connoction with
thepolitical press. This year ho commencnd hie
work on the Common Law Procedur-ç act. The
undertaking, although a great one, was accora.
plishod in twelve mouths. it was received witji
even greater favour than hie firet attempt and
the preba loudly commended it. The tndon
logai press placed hlm in the front rank of thosei
whohlad written about the subjeot of which ho
had troated.

His next work, whicb apprd in 1857, wu
«IThe Statutea of Practiralilty i n the Civil
Administration of Justice in IJpper Canada,
frora tho Firsi Act paased in Upper Canada Wo
the Common Law PoeuoActs of 1856.".
This was intended as a companion W bhis former
work, and fully answered ita purposo. ln July
of the saine year, ho becme joit editor ofthe
Upper Canada Law Jouai which capscity he
coutiued Wo serve uxtil forced by a vast legal
business to abandon the labour Wo other hands.
The J0urnmzZ was previously published at Barrie,
and not much in favour with the profession,
but whon Mr. Hsrrison became connected with
it, it wu brouet W Toronto, snd from that
timo bas steadly progreased ; it is now ranch
read and valued, not only by te profesion, but
a great number of the people of Upper Canada.
During 1857, ho also brought out «IlA Manual
of Cosasin County Courts, coutaining besides
the tariff of costs soute goueral points of prac-
tice ; sud shortly afterwards wrote "lA Sketch
of the Growth and Proeut Importance of the
Legal Profession in Upper Canada," which con.
cluded hialiterary laors f a legalcharacter
for that year. In 1858, he producod twe other
law works, one being theo1"Rules, Orders and
Begulationsas W Practice and Pleadingin th
Courts of Quoen's Bonch sud Common' leasin
UiJppr Canada, with notes ex lanato sud prac-ti a l " th e oth er a co r re p o di g w o k xreg ad
Wo County Courts of Tjpper Canada; these were
both wefl roceived, and fuily bore ont the repu-
tation ho had gaiuod for sccuracy, idustry and
ability. In 1859, appeared his lutatnsd most
popular legal work, "he Municipal Manuel of
Jpper Canada, " which bad a tremendous sale
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