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QUINTESSENCE OF QUEBEC QUIDDITIES.
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Older probably.-ED.
|

cROVCIAR A .- LEGIs1VE ASSE

Ou Friday, Marcl iotl, 1S69 the House iet at a qurter

pas;t tlree. Afterý soue nimiiiportaniit business,'
pir. oi;: moved, seèonded b3 Ar. 1}em bliliy, that an
humble address be presented to His: Excellency the Lieu-

tenaxnt Governor, praving for illcorrespondnce and docu-
ents concerning the fires which have taken place on the,

Coast of the Gulph of St. Lawrence, or in Gaspesia, in iS67
andiS6 S." The Hon. gentleman cited some interesting

statistics, and after iriforining the House that the forests are

one of our Most important sources of revenue, added, " but if

they were anima//y destroyed by fire as e/ as b)2Ie axe of
the setl/er anzd t/te lumberma/,they vould not continue long
so." Poor forests Hard fate ta be laid waste by the raging

element, and to risc again Phcenix-like from their asies, only
to fall once more beneath the ruthless axe of the lunberian
or cthe settler ! But wherefore cry "\Woodman,sparthat tree

w hen, aftera year's desolation they wvill again appearin the
pristine grandeur, to brave another conflagration. We mav

pity the hard fate that the forests have to undergo, but
%ve cannot reconcile the above facts with M/r. Por/i s state-

.ment, that they will soon cease to afford us a source of
revenue. After their annua/ burning, a valuable quantity
of charcoal might be collected, and when they had been
laid 10 for the second time within twelve nionths, by tie

axe of the lumbermnan, might it not be possible to coey t
ti nber dow-n country in the usual manner, ere the, nie ar-
rived for ahother resuscitation of arboreous nature ? We

think that with due adherence to the first part of AIr. Fort/i/s

argument, they might be made naterially to increase instead
of diminish our revenue.

After some remarks about Grain" and Northern Africa,"
the speaker sat down.

DiocF.ŽEs-would like to sec the member for Gaspe on his
legs again, andvouild reconnend both the lon, gentleman
and the Forests to take L Resurgam" for their motto.

V'r Iemning was of opinion that we ought ta watch our
neighbours. "Ihis. svstem was a old as the reign of King
lfred, and would work vel.' Good ! Mr. I[emmmg.

Let us return to that golden age bv all means. Our school
histories inforni us that such vas the prevalent honesty of the

people and so admirably regulated were the city and rural
police of that day, that people might hang gold ornaients on
the heidges, ith the perfect certainmty of fincg them safe
and untouched at the endof a week. Doubtless, our Forest
laws are inefficient, but let us first look to those evils Which
lic even at our doors. Te "noble half-ùndred aho guardi
thepeaceof Quebec,-who maybethe terrorofsmall boys and
drunken women, but vho are the laughing stock of every
owdy and loafer in town -may be brought up to a state Of

real efilciency, 'ere many extramural reforms are taken in

hand:
-Afr. Poupore said, "What understand by the motion be-

fore this House is, that the Hon. member for Gaspe,
merely)

TheS.peaker evidently thinking of bis dinner hour, and ra-
pidly quoting Hudibras,"

" Brevi ty is good,
When w' are, or are not understood."

21/r u0re, continuing (in allusion to the Ottawa lumber-

1ng districts) i cwingto itbe nprecedenied dept/ af snow now a

"great portion of the timber cut doNn will rernain in the
woods and be lost ta the owner and the country, as wel
as the Crown dues accruing from it to the revenue. I
could sec no reason why a special Committee, for the pur-
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"jýaS n is 0ei/tas fr aspose ýOf ilevi~sn som 711:Ita
&s -artune,-/j andto offersob"J'ossib/4, Mew ,-curr-elle 0/ Swch 1 ýnr0/IZ an c o ofr sorne

sut res in tprevteit Such an immense loss to the country
in future, order that t1.is House iîight take some action
to remedy clý hcvii, whnUi eport,.Yould ,bc suhmriittcd(i,
and tl hen atter could be fully discussed on the lfoor of
this Hobuse"

OGENES would recommîend r. Poupore, in future, to

subsidize IThé CIerk of the WVeather,- avery accommnodating
officiai wv'ho wouId, doubtless, have it in bis power to make
arrangements;, so that the quantity of snow destined for the

OttawNadistrict night be covement discharged at the North

Pole, or sone cqualiy renote and disinterested spot. 'hese

are the only ways and. nîans > whiCh )IOGEINFS canl

devise to remedy the recurrence of such a nisfortune as tie
"lte unprecedented fall of snow in tie Ottawa district,

which has evidently so disconcerted fr. .i /'ore.
The motion for a Special Coimittee was adopted.
17re S'aer yawnimg and retiring wth-

And tis remarkable that they
"Talk mnost, that have the least to say

Your daily speakers have the curse
To pleaid their causes do wn to worse:

"As dames no native beautv want,
Stli uglier look the more they paint."

treturnsis best

D oc ss etuns s estacknowlédgemenL to P'rior andi

the Qudee Chwrne. -

l.VERY LIKE A WI-IALE"

Yes,-Very like a whale, and yet- not a whale ! So very,
very like, indeed, that a grizzly Nantuklian intent on bIubber,
ran off for a harpoon 0 this inimortal ingenuosityl! Ir.vil
inmortalize Yankcdom tihen pumIpkin-pîes and gin-slings
have faded into thetwilight of another triquity ! Imitation i
hanms, imitation nutmegs, hide your diminished heads !-wC
have an imitation Whale! :Great Philosopher i trim vour
Larmtern, surey this monster of tUi shallow and tell us aill

about iL Iad this anomalous maminal i a lart that could
feel for anotherhale? Vere its boues rel whale-bones, or

uilt Up of used-up canes (sinokei) that had once distended
our Sairy Gamps ? Tell us how. these cchanistic deities,
the quartette of Jônahs, that encumbered its breast and fileëd
up its beautiful head, gained adnittance ? Did liey crecp
througi its gorge or crawl through its gills ? HId it a pew
at rooklyn? Whredid it take its bitters? Cari it agaire

be made au occau traveller ? If it can, let it be sent to tap
the Atlantic line and lintercept the briny lies. ,ill it give my
friend Tomkins and family a lift across to Europe? i-le says
lie has so longind sovainly been trying to keep his head above

water that he should like ta go under once more, if only for

the sake of old associations. For these and a hundred other
particulars, the alinighty big world looks to you, my dear sir,
(excuse this famiIiarity,) and let me tell you, it expects
impartiality Ile -ould be disappointed if you aIIowed your-

self to be ifiluenced by the big fish of the Republican shoals;
and eqúaly so, did you submnit to be deluded by the sirenic
tricks of the Democratic minnows

Pl EA SU RE.

On occasion of atrocetl anging r pectabe citizen paid
a friend a andt found the g t e tman and hiswife at
breakfast. " Goiiîg to sée the hanging, tom ?" asked the
visitor. "No, Bob," relieci he wife, (wives arc seldon slack
in reply,)' ilWVe never takes any pleasure oad y


