
THE LITERARY GARLAND.

'L8wrn£c. 1 have made every enquiry respecting
%Ier lover; ho entirely mncets my approbation, and
ý&lthough flot as high in lufe as some of you would
'4ish hirn ta be, yet he is one of your lads, if 1 is-
14ke flot oreatly, who are calculated ta attain a levcl
W'ith the best and the proudest af us. For the mat-

withafuti having- paid his addresses ta mny daughter,
1ftOtthe sanction of mine, or ai her temporary

&1Iardian9s approval, I can easily overlook. 'Tis a
ctick of yauth" of whidi any young fellow, under

8Brilar circurnstances, would have been guilty. 1
""Persuaded tbat bis intentions have been honour-

'hli and that is sufficient palliation in my cyos for
ý18S boldness. To the intended nuptiels thon," con-
etlIed he ; "lfor I arn bent upon their union, and
teul this nigbt we must g-ive thein a surprse."

Iteturn we now ta aur loyers, Walter Montaigne
'M4d Prances Stanley; thcy have been rur some time
tO&ther quaffing deeply frorn the bright and soul
4uzltg'lances ai each other, ai the intoxicating

blauht af love, unfovored by a single desire ivhich

"'uld have done violence ta, the purity af an angol.
Walter icît as if hoe could have knelt down and waor-
thipped the beautiful being ivho was before hum, s0

tlercOine was he by berz5confiding reliance on bis
oinrand due appreciation af professions, ai

hCIfrom bis unobtrusivc and sensitive nature,
'er the açeampaniment of menit and intelligence,

WFas witbal chary ta a degree that might have
ètltproductive ai doubt in mind that could less

torrectly interpret bis real feelings thau could that
'OIr awn gentle Fanny. But, arnid this soul-felt
4lltercbange0ai emations, cornes an interruption in
"l 8hape ai a violent knocking and stamping at the
4O0r. Alarin takes possession, particuiarly ai the

r4ismind, as frorn the startling circumstance,
L tnicipates the earlier tban expected return ai
n'rrelations; the beart ai the youth the wbile is

41 Iobbinue with apprebensian at tho probability af
k~dnghiîmself in a position particularly awkward

4dembarrassing. What is ta be done 1l 'Tis
%less' ta think ai alternatives ; circurnstances do

htln, fanth Exposure of the maiden's impru-
ý4ne )andoft eerity ofthe youtb, isinevita-
O.e1 nd their anly plan ai conduet is ta put a bold
"4c pan the matter. The hall door bas been

'0>11fed, and the sarne party ta ivbor we have al-

>Y pYartly introduced the reader, corne pouring
1 the room, headed by that saine benevolent

~kill old gentleman., ai whorn we bave aiready
~PkIlu plot is bastening ta its denoueme, t-

said old grentleman the reader rnay identiiy
father ai Frances Stanley. ilMy awn dear

exclairns the daughter, rushing inta the
Oi her father, forgetting, in the unexpected

e4àre ai seeing hum, bath ber laver and the con-
nIncident ta the embarrassing exposure ofilber'

'1P'Udence. IlMy dear cbild VI responded the

father, as bis belaved daughter is pressed ta bis
beart; the aid gentleman's eyes meanwbile suffused
with a moisture, which tells ai the grateful ernotians
ai pride and pleasure that are îvorking at bis beart.
In the aseantirne, Walter Montaigne, unintroduced
ta the company, greatly caniused by the awkivard-
ness ai bis situation, yet notwithstanding gazing
with interested feelings upon the affectianate meet-
ing ai that venorable father with bis darling cbild,
is standing apart, waiting the result oi this unex-
pocted interruption., A significant look froin the
old gentleman, and Walter is left alone with the
father and cbild. Tbe latter bas recovered berself,
and with blushing timidity bas presented Walter ta
ber father. With an open frankness ai demeanaur,
wbich greatly assists in restoring the mmnd ai Wal-
ter ta a compased state, the aid gentleman bas
offored hirn bis band. "1Came, my dear fellow,"-
breaks out the father, interrupting an apolagretie
address iroin Walter; Ilsay no more about it, 1
know ail; for vaniaus consideratians, 1 forgive all
thet is past, and 1 bore not only sanction witb my
full appravai your suit ta, my daughter, but 1 will
bestow an ber a dower, 'ivbich, ,vith the talents and
proper hiabits that 1 knaw belang ta YOu, wiil not
fail ta secure ta you a sufficient campetence for tbe
married state."

Astonished at the turn which, affairs had taken,
Walter oould but stammer forth bis acknawiedg-
monts, arnid reiterated professions of an averpawer-
ing and respectial passion, which hoe îas desirous
ofijustly impressing on tbe father's mmnd, had been
the sale incentive ai bis importunate suit.

I-t was late on the New Year's ove in question,
when Walter Montaigne left that suburban cottage,
bis brain in a pefcct wh.irl betîveen delight and, as-
tonishinent. He could scarcely believe hoe was
awake, sa like the phantasmagaria ai a drearn did
the whole occurrences ai that evening appear ta, bis
intoxicated senss-the idal which his beart had
formed ta itself, on the possession ai whicb seerned
ta dopend tbe Ilweal or wae"l ai bis future fate,
haît suddenly and unexpcctedlY been placed witbin

bis reacb, and deep and hearticit were bis cogita-

tions on the subiect, as ho wended bis ivay ta bis3

lodgings in the city ; ta bis mmnd the entire circum-

stance appcaring as tbe realization ai a romantic
dreain, over wbich bis imagination had fondly

brooded, until,1 Pronietheus like, it scemed ta, bave

called it into actual and embodied existence!

It was sorne nine or ten summons subsequont te.
the New Years ove on w,'hich tOok place the circum-
stances embodied in the ioregoing sketch, that the

authar thereaf bad occasion, an bis way to thse me-
tropolis ai a neighburing' republic, to tarrY for a
day or two at a delîgbtful reuidence, situate at the
extremity ai a flourishing tawn in the sister province.
It was an elegant cottage oi spaciaus diutcnsaoia,
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