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business. - ‘Theirs.had :been - a match of . interest, not love; angd .
with her smurtness .and his. stupidity, - she . of - course ruled- the“
roast, and when wives do'that? (no: dlspauty to the se\)' Lord..
help the ‘man! “The first' few: weeks sof - my. ivisit glided -on-
smoothly enough, un occasional musu,ul soirée given with much’
good taste, and now and then an evenm«r at the Thcq(re, what'
wuth shoppmn' and parading thé strects, we contrived.to !‘ll up_,“
our time “agreeably, 'but Mrs. C——’s  acquaintances: were
not “of the first class, altho’ an' occasional- visitor: from': the
-more - fashionable "part of the town ‘would. sometimes honor us’
with a call. T had been nearly.a month -their guest; ‘and. hadnot
yet received one invitation ; and like:all. young: glrls—n pnrty:;f
was my ‘delight.- *Tis :true .our: musical : evenings. were; most
pleasant, purtlcularly diversified as they were, by-Mr. C—g
display.of :taste, his. constant call for' Paddy Whaclk wzllwul.»
,'vartatzons, or:Mallbrook;- {he_.only ‘two tunes hc assurcd me,f
he-ever learnt to sing well, tho' he had tri¢d many:a.time to learn
a Psalm, but as'the tunes were not: as purfy as those, he never‘
could sucéeed: I think I'see’ him now nodding to a. dlmmlshed'
-cadence, as he comfortably seated himself in the. corner ; of . thg "
sopha ‘1o doze away the time, or-if'a full, chord . for . a moment ;
aroused his slumbering facultles, with one dull eye h'\lf' opened,
and a distoried twist of the mouth, he would half murmur, thut’s' .
a'very ‘purly tune Miss:Maria.  Notwithstanding all. this,
1 sadly longed for a parly, some change from our uéualiy )
dull and never ending:evenings, where Mrs. C——’s. occupsi
.- tion was in counting up how many cents she had c.xpended that
day for soap, candles,. &c, and how much extra expence.I had
put her to in the one -meal more “(for my special convenience)
of lunch,for pickled oysters, pastry, or any’ other variety, (whxch,
by the bye, as we did not part on the best of‘ terms,. was sent 1
tome ‘in the shape of a smallbill) while Mr. O—— with tlie.
candle ag close to his'nose, as it well could be without singeing;
would spell over the newspaper, -and if by accident he -putit
down fora second, was-halfun hour in finding, the last place:
Such were the couple under whose roof I was domesticated; 2




