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locen” is tolerably casy, but looks better
when written 2 penny worth of sugar of
lIead for a lotion. ¢ Penneth of gentle
root” is converted into a pennyworth of
gentian root.

Citrate of magnesin is asked for indif-
ferently as “fizzing magnish,” “cigarctte
magnisher,”  and  “boiling  magnesia” ;
whilst scidlitz powders becomes  “settler’s
powders” and “sedget’s powders.”

A servant girl came in recently for a
tablet of “cast-iron” soap. 1 suggested
“Castile,” to which she assented, with the
remark, “Oh, yes, I knew it was somu sort
of ietad the wissis said.”  Landanum or
tincture of opium is largely used amongst
the poorer classes, alike for mother and
child ; the mo her takes it for “that nasty
tickling coughi” or “them pains,” and ad-
ministers a few drops to the child, “just to
get him to sleep, he is so cross, and I can’t
get on with my work.”

Tn this country men do not seem addic-
ted Lo the use of opium nearly so much
as women ; at any vate, if they do indulyge
in it they must send the women for it, as
we have twenty female customenrs for it to
one male ; perhaps the explanation lies in
the fact that men {ly to the neavest “pub”
and drink to drown thers sorrows, wheve-
as women indulge in the drug at home in
greater privacy and at fess cost.

The opium habit once contracted is
even more deadly and worse to shake off
than alcoholism,  Amongst the better
classes “my lady,” after & night of excite-
ment and pleasure, vetires to her couch,
and, finding sleep coy, woos the soothing
god by swallowing o tiny pellet, which is
composed cither of morphia (an alkaloid
obtained from opiwm) or chlual, from
which chloveform is manufactored.

Until gquite recently o woman cawme to
my establisliment fur eight ounces of laa-
danum veguludy every day, and 1 have
seen her drink four ounces of it ofi’ at one
demught in the shop.  When you take in-
to consideration the fact that four ounces
of landanum contains the active ingredis
ents of 132 geains of opium, nudi that
three grains is the maximum dose sane-
tioned by the Pharmucopaia, some idea
may be formed as to liow far the hakit
bas grown on her. This is one of the
worst features in the use of this drug-—
viz., the longer you take it -the more you
have to take to produce ihe desired effect
until ultimately as meuch may Ge taken in
one dose (s in the above case) as would
poison a score of people not accustomed
to its use,

Until the prices of patent medicine
were “ent” so much by “stores” and gro-
cers, some of our most profitalle custom.
ers were those whe, imagining  that they
suffer from chranic malady, are ever ready
to try each new nostrum as it is placed on
the market.

As arule, they come in with a most
lugubrious countenance, and tell you that
they have been to six doctors and ave no
better.  “Do you think that Brown's Bili.

ous Bitters will do me any good 17 My
reply is generally guarded “dyes, they
wight; you can but try them.” They

take u bottle and go away contented, only
to return  a few days to see if T don’t
think that Blwd’s Beanseed Balsam is
Letter suitedto their symptoms.—7'tt-Hits.

Artificial Almonds.

Acconniye to the Lancet, artificial bit-
ter almonds are now being manufactured.
The false seeds are composed chicfly of
grape sugy  with an extremely sl
quantity of nitro-henzole, which gives them
the flavor of oil of bitter nlmonds. They
ave pressed in o mould, which causes their
external appearance to resemble natural
almonds so well that when o number of
the false seeds are mixed with the true
ones, the deception is exceedingly diflivult
to detect: by mere inspection.  Owing to
the low price of the false seeds, the adult-
cration is, of cowrse, highly profitable.

The lodide of Carvacrol.

Canvacnor, an isomere of thynol, gives
iodated derivatives possessed of properties
analogous to those of the iodated deriva-
tives of phienol aud corresponding  acids.
The iodide of carvierol occurs in the form
of a yellowish-brown powder, iusoluble in
water, slightly soluble in alcohol, veadily
soluble in ether, chloroform, and olive oil.
Tt does not decompose under the influence
of light, and bas been recommended as o
substitute for aristol.—Jowrnal de Medi-
cine de Laris.

Books and Magazines.

3,000 questions on medical subjeets for
self exauminations 5 Joth, 4 pages; .
Blukiston, Sons & Co., Philadelphia. This
work of suitable size for the vest pocket
contiins questions on anxtomy, materia
medica, therapeatics, chemistry, ete, and
is a valuable help to the medical student
or practitioner.  The work  will be sent
free toall medical students sending ten
cents to the publisher to cover expense of
nmiling, wimpping, ete.

* %
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A Beavriron Souvexim—Splendid il
lustrations, supplements, literuy features
and arvtistic areangoment; beantiful en}
gravings, charming stories, sketches and
poems, wit and humor, in delightful com-
bination in the Christinas number of the
Dominion Hlustrated for 1891, No ex-
pense will be spared to make it the most
magnificent holiday souvenir ever issued
in Canada.  Pablished by the Sabiston
Titho. & Pub. Co., Montreal.
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Tantes rou Docron axv Drucaist, by
. H. Toag, M. D., Professor of Materin
Medien, Bufiialo College of Phavrmacy 5 133
pages, price 32 ; Geerge S. Davis, I -troit,
Tins work contains tables of solumlitics,
veactions aud incompatibilities, deses.and
uses of mediciue, specific gmvities, and
poisons and antidotes.  The work has
been earvefully compiled and should prove
useful asarvendy refercnce for the phar-
wmacist as well as the physician.

A Tree or Caxapaxy Bravry.—A
Type of Canadian  Benuty, o Study from
Life, is the title of an oil painting execut-
ed specially by the celebrated artist, J.
W. L. Torster, R. C. A, of Torénto, for
the Christinas number of the Dominion
Hlnstrated.  ‘This painting is conceded to
be one of Mr, Forster's best works, and
will form one of ‘the four splendid supple-
ments to be given away with the unrival-
led Chivistiins number which the publish-
ers of the Dominion Ilustrated have now
in prepacation.
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Soxe: idea of what the illustration of a
magazine means, may be obtained from
the announcement that the publishers of
the Cosmaopolitan paid Madeleine Temaire
for the illustration of *Three Women of
the Comedie Francaise” ten times the
amount paid for the avticle. Madame
Lemairve is one of the most famous of
Treneh illustrators, and her work in the
Gosmopolitar this month is accompanied
by that of Kate H. Greatorex, A. T\
Jacassy, I'. G. Attwood, Dan. C. Beard,
W. H. Goater, F. G. 8. Bryce, C. R.
Grant and others. The illustration of the
Cosmaopolitan has always been one of its
specinl features, but this month it exceeds
in this respect ull previous numbers.

Auweclie Rives’ striking story “ Accord-
ing to St. John ™ is brought to & dramatic
close in this number. No other pices of
current fiction by an American author
has attracted so wide attention as this
tale of Paris life, and the concluding
pages fully sustain the interest awakened
by the carlicr chapters. .

* %
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“Dureskesyess 1s Cunranik,” is the
title of an article in the October numiber
of the North dmerican Review which is
destined to attract wide attention. It is
written by Mr. John T. Mines, a well
known New York journalist, and a geuntle-
man of unquestioned character for verac-
ity.  After a heroic tight for more than
twenty years agninst the power of tho
drink-habit, and taking treatwent in a
number of institutions conducted special-
Iy for that purpose, all without success,ho
pliced  himseif under the care of D
Keeley, at Dwight; I, where In- six
weeks he was completely .cured.  “The
disease is ond of my Dblood and bones,”
says Mre. Mines, “and I know it is out
forever” :

He then gives in graphic style an' ac-
count of his own expericnee under the
Keeley treatment of drunkenuess, which
he regacds as onc of the greatest of medi-
cal discoveries, and a blessing to hununi-
ty which cannot be overestimated:

To be appreciated onr possessions must
have cost us their full value.

Customs vary in differeist countrics,
but politeness 1s the .same the world
over, -

Platinum and Palladium have acen ob-
tained as brillinnt: octahedral crystals by
Peof. Joly, of Dublin,




