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MTISSION SEORETARY,

From the minules of the Home Mirsion
Cowmittee in last woek’s 1ssue, and the
Totter of tho respected Convener of that
Comnmittee, it will bo sorn that the Fund
isin debt to (he extont of twenty theusnnd
dollars, and that in consequence the Com-
mittoe is unable at present to pay for sor-
vicos rondored during the past six monthe,

This is b very sorious matter to many of
the mirsionaries of the Chureh, and to
somo cighty or ninety ministers whoso
galarieg are supplomented from the funds of
tho Comuuittee. Theee will all doubtless
in timo be pe " in full, but it behooves the
Church to consider what steps should bo
taken to remove the debt and {o prevent
its reenricence in after years. We are of
those who beliove that the sppointment
of n pormnnent Mission Secrotary would
tond much toward this. It is genorally
folt that the oxpenditure of the Committee
might bo greatly reduced were thore a
more systomatio supervision of the various
missions and suppiemonted charges of the
Church, Granis are being given, on the
recommendation of their respective Pres-
byteries, to many fields, where by a littly
judicious dealing the people in these fields
might be stimulated to greater liberality,
and in numerous inslances the charges be-
oome self-supporting, The past history of
the Chureh has abundantly proven that
this is not beiug done by Presbyteries gen-
erally, there being many congregations
and missions on the list who have for the
lIast ton yoars been receiving the same
grant from year to year, notwithstanding
increased nnmbers and increased wealth on
the part of the congregations thus receiving
aid. This very fact does much to damp the
liberality of many of the members of ocur
Church., A missionagent set apart for this
particular work, visiting from time to time
the various fields under the care of the
Committee, encouraging the people, put.
ing them on aystematic methods of contri-
buting to tho support of ordinances, and
generally stimulating their liberality,
would, we aro assured, do much to reduce
the expenditure, aud to add to the efficient
working of the missions of the Church.
The revenue of the Commitiee also could
be very greatly increased by the services
of such an agent. As the result of his per-
sonal visits to the mission fields he would
be in & position to give the Chureh much
interesting inforration as to the work beirg
earried on, and in the diffusion of such in.
formation, ag well as by his publis appeals
from the platform and his private appeals
to our men of wealth, a warmer migeionary
spirit would be fostered, and the treasuries
of all the Church’'s schemes be largely
benefited. Apart from all this, the vast
amount of labor, and that yearly increas-
ing, imyposed upon the Convener snd Seo-
retary of tho Home Mission Committes,—
&g those best informed know,—is more
than the Church should ask from those
who have the duties of their regular work
to discharge,—shall we add, more than can
be satisfactorily «nd thoroughly performed
except by one sot apart exclusively for 1t.

We beliove that the Home Mission Com-
mittee, who ought to be in a position to
form an opinion on the subjeot, hins more
than onco seked the Assembly to appomnt
such sn agent. Thowr opinion is concurred
in by muny of those who have the warm
est interest in tho progress and advance-
mont of our Church’s work., Three yoars
ago, with ono or two exceptions, all the
Preshyteries of tho Canada Presbyterian
Church adopted s remit of the General
Assembly recommending such an appoint-
ment. Tho vecossity for it is felt now
ainco uniou more than ever. It is true
that objections have been raised by somo
respected ministers, but in the present
state of affairs would it not be worth while

making tho experiment by temporarily ap-
pointing, for « torm of three or five years,
s suilable person us Missicn Secrotary ?
If found no: to work well the Church counld
roturn to the present order of things., We
are sonvinced that a few years trial would
remove all oljections.
e

Toreign Missiona.

eived por Rev. J. P. Campl ., mis.
oiols}::' eleczpfo Tudia, the savings of a
little boy interssted in Foreign Missionr,
5%, ; Charles St., Toronto, after sermon

by Mr. Cawrp' ell, £25.

PASTORAL VISITATION.

A kindly discnssfon has avisen, which
appenrs 1 the eolumps of the Glole, npon
the veged question of Pastoral Vistation,
It 14 aliege d that purachial work is inimileal
to thoee sfudions halats whieh sre nvees.
sury for the composibon and  delivery of
grent serwoone,  On the other hand, it is
contended  that pastural viatation is the
avpreme duty of n mintster, Wo nre 16-
minded of an ilustrative ruecdote, A
clnrch was vaennt that had long been
bewer d with o elergyman who was an ex-
ecilent prencher but no paster. A deputa-
tutton was sent to Dr. Anderson of Glas-
gow, fo ack him to recommend a minsior
for the vaoaul pulpat.  The Dr,, with his
oluracteriatic twinkle of the eye, enid,
* Geutlemen, do you want a good preacher
or & vieittug mun?” They roplied in
effect that, as their last minister, though n
fine prencher, was seldom over seent in
their hotaes, they would like & visiting
pastor this e, Dr. Andorson said he
would eonud the very man that would st
themn., Well, after some time, the deputa-
tion paid the Dr, another visit. He asked
them if the man he had sent would do.
They rephed * Ho would na do ava.?
*\Why,” he enquired, *“is he no a grand
visitor?” “Oh, yos,” they said, “he's
a' that, but he’s naething mair. Ha can
do naething but haver in tho pulpit.”
“Well, I suppose,” the Dr. caustically
onquived, ¢ ye'll bo wanting a guid preacher
noo” * Aye, ayo,” they all said, * say
naething mair about visiting.,” The min-
ister that was rocommended, and aftor dus
trial called, ia at this moment an eminent
preacher mm Scotland, though like Dr.
Anderson himself, he was never highly
distinguished for visiting., Mr. Gilfillan,
in his motoir of Dr. Anderson, tells us
that on one ocoasion the Dr. was mot by
one of his congregation, who said, * It's
& grent shawme, sir, that I have been four-
teen yoars a momber of your Kirk, and ye
hine nover ance darkened my door.” Dr.
Andorson, putling kis hand upon the
man’s shoulder, said with great solemnity,
“ Go homo and thank God for that. It is
a sign you have enjoyed unbroken pros-
perity during all these years.” Of course
Dr. Anderson could very well afford to
eay Lhis, as, while not a visiting minister
in the ordinary sense, he was most atten-
tive at the sick bed, or wherever a wise
counsellor was needed.

Inregard to this matter there is & com-
mon-sense view. Some men are great
preachers and are not visitors, Others are
much given fo visiting, who are not bril
liant pulpit stars. Others are good at
neither one nor the other. But there is &
fourth olass, who are highly dietinguished
both as preachers and workers, Dr.
William M. Taylor, at $his moment one of
the magnets of the New York pulpit, says
in hig Yale lectures on Preaching: ¢ The
pastorato and the pulpit act and react on
each other. The experience of the people,
gathered by the minister in his inter-
course with them, serves to enrich his dis-
courser, and the character and conduct of
tho pastor during the week will either
deepen or effaco the impressions made by
his sermons.” Dr. John Hall of New
York, is one of the ablest preachers of the
day, and is at the same time & most ex-
emplary pastor.

Again, our article on first page shows that
Dr. Norman Mackeod parfortmed his pulpit
and parochial duties at one and the same
time in a very thorongh manner. 'The
name of Dr, Chalmers in this respect,
towers like a Ben Nevis above all others—
excopt it bo that of Dr. Thomas Guthrie,
who, while he was always most brilliant
in the pulpit, occnpied a very large portion
of his every week, not only in visiting the
members of bis flock, but in regular door
to door visitation amongst the lowest dens
in Edinburgh. On the other hand, we ac-
knowledge that many of the ablest preach.
ers have boen, and are, men of the cluset
and tho study. It may even be allowed
that frequently too much *is made of the
merely visiting propensity. Bat we wish
minsters, and espocially students, to guard
ugainst tho conclusion that it is impossible
to be a great preacher and a great visitor
at ono and the sawmo time., The earnest
mimster will bo conscientious and faithful
1 regazd to the discharge of ail his duties;
and" wo muat =uy, that were we asked
to recommond for & vacant Chureh one
who wonld prove a good preacher, we would
be more wuchued to look for im amongst
the faithfal and laboricus workers. There
i~ no rule, of courso; but such has been
our experionco that the very best ser-
mons we have heard, have come from
men who are oloquent as well by their
lives and theirlabours.

The Premium Photograph.

We have nstyet exhausted the stock of
pbotographs on haud, and ghall continue
sending them out in the order in which
wo receive subsecriptions wuntil farther
notico. If our readers will kindly mnke
mention of this fact, it will be serviceable
to us, and lielp the ciroulation of the

prper.

DR. RUFUS HOLDEN.

“(ive our *texrs to the Jdead! Por homanity’s
claim

From ita stlence and darknesd is over thu snuo,

The hops of that world whosn oxivtenc: s Tilinn,

Ay ot st.fle thie tears of the iuournoers of this”

Another name has been taken from
onr Chureh roll in the death of Dr. Rufne
Holden, of Betleville, who died suddenly
at Lis home, on the monmng of Buth Mareh,
while In the act of dressing.

Though ia denth, he mads no sign, his
eut vo lifo spoaketh of the Heing hepe and
testitiea that Lis death was that of the
righteony, Dy, Holden was bumn ia the
township of North Aumsta, on 16th
Junnary, AD, 1809, ant enrly Jost a
mother’s cars, being ovalv nine yrars old
when sho died,

He remasined on the old howmeatead
farm until about fifteen years old, when he
resolved to prooure a more tharough edu-
ontion than the practical views of Lis fa-
ther would seem to hiaz e of hs awn accord
provided. Thnt education ke sousht in
Ogdonsburg, after which he ontored as
clerk in the storo of the late Billa Flint of
Brockville (father of the IIon. B, Flint of
Belleville). During his stay in Brockville,
ho attended faithfuliy the ministry of the
Rov, Wi, S8mart, our oldest minister on
the Assombly roll. Thus early did he seek
the kingdom of God, and his riglitsousness.

When twenty-two he murried Elizabeth
Clement, of Elizabothtown, the mother of
all his ohildren, with whom he lived in the
blest happiness of & Christian home, until
May, 1869, when suddenly also she died.
Of his dauglhiters, ons is the muolt respect-
wife of the Rev. Prof. Grogg: nnother
the equally respeoted wife of Dr. Burns of
Halifax; another is married to Mr. Thmas
Ritohie, a merohant in Bulleville; two are
still at home, 'The =ron, J. Cloment
Holden, is an active mambar of the enter.
prizing firmn of Ames, Holdon & Co., Mon-
treal,  All the children are Christinn
workors, ueing the legacy well of Christian
example the parentsever set.

Dr. Holden, then plain Rufus Holden,
removed to Bellsvillo from Cobourg, where
he made a short stsy in 1834, opened up
a drug business, wheh for many years he
succesefully carried on. Ho was ordained
elder in the American Presbyterian Church
which then formerly represented the old blue
banuer in that town under the pastorate of
Rev. O. Jonea. In 1841 he received a
Medical Diploma from Philadelphia where
he studied, completing his medical curri- |
culum by three month's study at MoGill |
College, Montreal.

The Amorican Presbyterian congrega. !
tion was broken up, and we now find the |
Doctor’s name in conuection with a Con- |
grogational cause, until Rev. Wm. Gregg |
(now Prof. Gregg) ocame to Belleville.
In 1849 we find his name enrolled in the !
Chureh record. In 1852 he was induected |
into the eldership of the John Street
Church, an’ 1857 chosen Clerk of Session. !

Ho married the widow of Mr. James '
Blacklock in the fall of 1878, who survives
him.

Dr. Holden was ever a steady, punotual,
earnest worler in the Church and congre.
gation which mourn his loss. He paid
tithes into the Loxd’s tressury, keeping
# regular bonevolent saecount. Active
in  temperance, {ract  distribution,
Bible Society work, and the Evangelical
Allignce cause—he was in every Chrs.
tian work carried on in ths town
where his lot was cast. Kind, even
t> a fault, sincero, benevolent, few die
more universally respectod, even beloved.
The street through which the funeral
passed was thronged by many of the
poor to whom his unostentatious charities
had beendispensed, and tears were in many
oyos as the #ad procession moved along,
On his grave may well bo iunscribed with |
unvarnished trath the words of the'
patriarch of U, sxviii. 13, * The blessing |
of him that was ready to perish cams upe

on me, and I cansed the widow’s heart to

sing for joy.”  No longer wul he take part

in our crHarbs lere; bvut in the General

Arsombly of thoe first-born we may con.

fidently expect to meet our venerable !
brother.

Witit roforence to tho Rev. Mr. Mac. i;
donnell’s case before the Torouto Presby- |
tary on Tucsday, we have only room to |
say that the special committes reported i
advorsely on the statements and explaua- |
tions made by him at the last meeting of |
Prosbytery; and the Presbytory was re. ,
commended to appoint & comimttes to deal |
with Mr. Macdonuoll, wilh a view of ascor- |
taining whether there is auy prospect of '
his sentiments being brought m harmony .
with those of the Ghwrel, and to report in
half-an-hoar. The following were thie mem.
bare of the comnnittes:—Rev. Prncipal
QCavan, Rov. Professor McLaren, Rev. .
Measra. D, Mitehell, W. Reid, Joha M, King,
J.G. Robb, J. Carmichael (of King), Hen.
John McMurrieh, Mr, James Browa, Mr,
Williaw Mitehell. The committes retired |
about & quarter fo ton, snd it was after !

+

eloven o'clock whon they relurned to the
locture room. Professor MeLaran stated, 1
on thoir bohalf, that they had besn unable |
to comoe to a oconclusion, and therefore |
asked for further time, and to report to & |
moeting of Presbytery on the second day t
of May next. This wasunanimonsly agreed

cleven o’clook of that day, and the name !
of Rev. Lir. Topp was added to the com.

mittee,

to. Tho hour of neetling was fixed for |

HYMNOLOGY OF OUR OHUROH.

QCorrezpondonta to our coluraus have
ocenstonally since the unienn  lTrawn atten-
tion elightly to this subjcet. That it iaone
of great practicn] interest and importance,
all will admit, uud, that it will force itself
tupon the attention of the church, furmn
ally at an carly duy, probably at the
spproaching mesting of A ~embly, Is in-
stinotively folt Iy most  Wo alio believe
itis desirable that it chou'sd do go. Tho
-piestion of the ase of hy mugin var ehinch
fortunataly has beer ahendy settled, aud
wo po longer need to deenss it Lwn
those oppored fo the use of hymus in
public worship muat alluw 1t is not desir-
nble that the present it e of thinga, nt kil
evonts, should continnoe, Wo hiwe frst of
all, our timo-honoursd  pealins nod para
phrases; in addition wo_ have the hyma-
bouk of the late U, P, Chucoh, the hymnal
of the late Presbyterian Chareh of Ounada
in copneotion with the Cliurch of Seotland;
other congrogations use the Laglish Pres-
byterinn Hymn-book. and ons or moro
that of the Awmerioan Preshytorien Chnxeb,
not to speak of thoso in use in our Sub-
bath Schosls.  We have thus five diff>rent
vehigles for the service of prase 1n vur now
united body., All will agreo wo donbt not,
that this is not a desirablo state of things,
and a oonsiderable departare from Prosby-
terian order a8 wo have been accustomod
toit. Tho only practieal question before
the Church is, What shail be done in the
promises 2 To lot things alone, all who
have any just sense of the vast influcnce
upon a church of its hymuology, will agreo
to be decidedly injurious to the unity and
harmony of the religions oxperionco and
spiritnal life of the church. To leave
things alone would be in effeot to sanction
all, or rather oontinue tho sanction of all
the books of praise we have mentioned.
Tuis would surely not be wise or even safo
on many grounds, To seleet ono of these
books in addition to the psalms and
paraphrases, and acoord to it alone the
formal sanction of the United Church is
obivously attonded with such difficulty as
to make this course impracticable. To
diseard all and solect for the approval and
adoption of our Church, some hymn-book
in use, in some sister branch of our Pros-
byterian family is a course that cortainly
would never meet with the cordial assont
of our Churolr atlarge. Nor are we dis-
posed to believe this wonld be the best.
Ia the worship of the church on Sabbath,
in the praybr-meecting, the Bible class, the
Sabbath School, and in the family, associa.
tions rapidly gather around, make familiar
and endear to the heart the book of praise
wo use, and & select number of the hymns
it containg, This is the posilion at present
occupied by the books spoken of, and a
large and varied selection of the hymns
they contain. This fact suggests, wo think,
the only course of action in this matter,
which shall, wo would hope, not ouly
seoure the harm onious co-operation of our
whole Church in the mode of procedure,
but cause the least sacrifice of feeling,
and do most to presorve the continuity of
its religious experience, and what has
already becomo endeared to it by many
hallowed aceociations. This would be for
our Church to make a compilation for her
own uge of all that bag been found by ex-
perience to bo best in all these books,
leaving, we noed hardly say, tho psalms
and hymns to occupy the place of preemin-
ence they have so long held. To this com-
pilation might be added a choice and careful
selection of hrmns not found in any of the
books we use, but which have been tried
and bave stood the best of use, and upon
which the Church has sot its soal as adapt.
ed to express Christian feeling, and at the
same time aro suited for the purpeso of
praise, and the worship of God; for it is
not every hymn that may fully aud even
beautifully expross Ohristian feoling that
is also adapted for the praise of God in the
Church. This sclection carefully made,
could take the place of thoze to be foundin
all the hymn-books which are soldom if
ever used, beconss experience has shown
them not to bo adapted for the espression
of praise by the Church.

1. will bo unnecessary to say to those
who hiave given any thought to this subject,
that even this work of compilation will be
one of no little difficulty, and will eall
for the exercies of special, and at the same
time of very varied qualifications. We
shall bol specify any of these in dotail,
some of which, at least, will be obvious to
all. The follnwing considerations alone
will serve to confirm aud give force to
what we have said on this point, that the
product of the wotk of the compilers is

. intended to serve the oxalted and sacrod

purpese of giving expression to the praises
of thousands and tens of thousands of
God's people in all the varied acts and
eircumstance of publhc, social, family, and
also of private devotion. Farther, not
only issuch a work intended to furnish ex.
pression for religious fecling and experience
in the langusge of preise, but it is & most
important and powerful instrument of
awakening and monlding religious exper.
ience and spiritaal life, as well ag of in.
struction in doctrine, This compilation

aleo shounld Le & work that will laet, Ttig
not deairable that the book whioh serves ag
the medium of the praise of the Chureh
should bo ofton altered, or shouid needto
be often touched m any way, It will 1
worth whilo for our Church to ewploy in
this sucred fask e choicest minds ang
£pirits, and for these to give to 1t their best
and biightest hanrs und days; it will wely
repay om chureh to  vuit patiently for
+ueh 1mon to perform that duty with e
wineh eare, suoh unwearied hiligence pre.
paration and prayer, that it shall at once
be folt o bo co suited to the wants of the
church, fo ndmirable s vebiclo of praise,
&3 by ita own intringlo exenllrnes to supsi.
redo the other beoks now in use, The
body of men whn  will preduce sueh g
hymn-book, will, nnder Qod  bostosw upon
the Churoh o great a ble-sing, so rich a
means of epiritual enjoymont, life and
progrees, as descrvedly to ba ranked in im.
portanco and value, recond only to the Word
of God, which alone is pertect, and for
which alone amoug ail comporitions ig ro.
served this distinguishing glory, that it
shall endure forever,

Tue congregation of Morrisburg hag
given & unanimous call to Mr. D. MacRae,

Tug Rev. Prof, Gregg preachod in Hali-
fax last Sabbath. He sailed for Burope on
Tuesday, accompanted by tho Rov. G. M,
Grant, who ig also & dolagate to tho Pres.
bytorian Assemblies of Scotland and Ire.
land.

Rev. Dr. Cucuraxk has received from
the Colonial C mmittee of the Free Church
of Scotland, an additional special grant of
£260 for Home Missions, 'This makes the
handgome sum of £500 from the Freo
Church. In transmitting it, Mr. Hope ex-
presses ‘ their high satisfaction at the
recent union, aud their entiro confidence
in our wise and energetic administration
of the fand.”

Tue Rev. Alexander Young, will (D.V.)
be induoted to the pastorate of the Presby.
terian church, Napanco, on Wednesday
26th April, at two o'clock pom. The pres.
bytery bave appointed Rev. John Burton
of Belleville, to proach, and the Revs. T. G.
Smith and Andrew Wilson of Kingston, to
nddress the minisler and congregation.
In the evening a tea-meeting and recoption
to their new pastor will be given by the
congrogation at which several members of
the Presbytery will deliver addresses.

Tue annual report of the Thames Road
end Kirkton congregation presents the
following facts :—Number of families, 1803
number of members, 266 : additions during
the year, 27: total contributions for sll pur.
poses, $2,082.98, expended as follows:—
Stipend, $880; Xnox College Building
Fund, $420.27; Home Mission, $102;
other schemes, $185.41 ; Sabbath Schools,
improvement on property, and incidental ex-
penses, $486.80. The congregation subsorib-
od during the year, about $1,075 to the Knox
College Building Fund. The Kirkton branch
of this charge has a very fine stone church,
well finished, and seated for over 800.
Also, & large stable, errected about four
yesrs ago. Thames Road Congregation
is sadly in need of & new church, the build-
ing of whioh, it is hoped they will soou
undertake. This congregation has a large
manse, built ebout seven years ago, at a
cost of over $2,000. There has been no
debt on either branch of the charge for
about five ysars.

Tur Central Presbyterian Church con-
grogation held their first Runual soiree last
Friday evening in Shaftesbury Hall. From
an early hour in the evening a most sub.
stantial tea was served in the lecture
room, of which between four aud five hun.
dred persos partook. An adjournment
to the hall was then made, and the ochair
having been taken by the pastor, Rev.
David Mitehell, the sccond part of the
programme was discussed. On the plat-
form, besides the pastor, were Rev. Messra.
Reid, Inglis, Robb, and Jackson. 'The
procoedings opened with the singing of &
psala and the offering up «f prayer by
Rov. Mr, Reid, after which Mr, Bfitchell
addressed those present, giving & brief
sketch of the progress of the church. He
stated that the progress of the church had
besn to hitn most interesting ; he had had
charge of its birth, its baptism, and its
training, and he regarded it a8 a child of
hisown, During the nine months of ils
oxistence, the affairs of the church had
boon conducted happily and profitably.
Thers was one thing, however, he would
rofor to, and that was the fact that he
had not had auy marrying to do among
the young folks of his congregation, and
he hoped they would take the hint. He
said that the Central Church had been
growing in a most satisfactcry degree; in
June they had fifty-six members, now they
have one hundred aud ten. In the Sun-
day School a proportionate advance had
been made; they had begua with be-
twoen thirty and forly chiliren, new
they had eighty-theee children, besides
twolve teachers. In a monstary mensé
thoy hisd been equally successful. Al
first the ocolleetion each Surday hed




