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Tithes of all ‘wo Yossess.

—

Mr. Shorbums knitted Lis brows, gave 4
#igh, and losnod back in his chair Nl‘ﬂi
Yherburno aéarted from her knitling nof
hor thoughts, and aaid in rather an suxicus

< fonas

s ‘What is i, Walter?’

& Qo samo old story.” ‘FUero was a po-
-culiar disponragement in 218 Yoco. ™ An-
othor definiency, ns I seyposed thovo WO\%H
Do, slthough it is laper than I ymngmned.

# How much 2"

 Ono hundre? snd twenty odd dollars,
and the insurace; well, say ono hundred
and fifty. Fmado » good deal of allownnco
in tho swamer, beoanse S0 many peoplo
woro avay nand the aolleehgns small. And
now # i8 worso thau then.

sho had beon thinking before her hus-
zand spoke of . hatshe woulddo this spring.
Sho was tired of the green and gold in the
library, so she would have n pretty drab
moquetto oarpet with & bine border, cl3mrs
{o mateh, the edges relieved with bine gimp,
bluo and poarl damask lambrequing aver
tho white ou.tains, and bine picture cords.
How lovely tho room would look !

«T4's too bad,” sho said, asa bluo and
silvory hazo floated through her bramn.

« T am willing aud glad to contribute my
gharo, always, but it i3 putting your hand
in your pocket continuclly. Txpensos
must bo lowared gomehow.”

« And Mr. Mueray's salary is only eight-
oon hundred. You can't very well bogin
thero. e could not live on that.”

 No, wo could not have the faco to offer
him any less,” and Mr, Sherburne smiled

vor his perploxity.

© Phere must bo something wrong abou
the giving,” said Mrs. Sherburne, thought
fully. It seoms ag if wo were giving all
the time. The congrogation is small, to be
suro, and it comes harder upon those who
oan safford to give-=" ]

« A1l can contribute somothing, T mean
to have a good talk at the next meeting.”

“T guppose wo give [away a tenth, at
least 2 =

«Oh, moro than that,” returned M.
Sherburne. * And if every one did—"

Sho rose, and opened e drawer in her
dainty writing desk, taki 7 therefrom an
account-book.

“ Walter,” she said, just to bo certain,
lot us count up our charities for the past

ear, Your intome was—how mch ? At

east you said you had invested three thou-
sand outside of your business.

“Yes, aud wo spont nearly five; call it
oight thousand, Buat I am sure we havo
given away eight hundred.”

« ¥ think wo have,’ she resurned slowly,
¢ hut lat us be sure. Ve may owe a littie,”
and sho smiled archly.

Somo moments of silent ealoulation
olapsed. The Sherburnes wero quito mo-
thodieal in their habats, and always kept hn
account of their exponses.

#«Two hundred and thirty,” said Mrs.
Sherbvrno.

o Thiesy huudiod and ninoty sovon, * suld
My, Sherburne.

#YWhich only makes six hundred and
{wenty-seven,” oxelairaod Mrs. Sherburne
in surprise.

Mr. Sheiburne laughed. “I would not
havo belioved it,”" he declared, good natur-
edly, aad yot a little annoyed. “ 8o we
owo onough to make up the deficiency.
And yet it soems ns if we had given con-
tinually the past year. There was one hun-
dred toward the debt, aud our yearly sub-
acription of two hundred—"

#1Wo have not given it sll to the chureh,”
gaid Mrs. Sherburne. * There have been
gomr private charities. But you know we
regolved when we were married to devote
one tenth of our income to the Lord's
work."”

« And I have never regretted it. My in-
comeo wag three thousand & year then, and
though J am not rich, I feelthat X have
prospered abundantly.”

* Flow much do you suppose our church
exponses avo in the courso of o year?’ she
asked.

“J can tell you very goon,” turning to
his books, “Tor pastor's salary, eighteen
liundred, sexton, music and incidentals, five
hnndred, and a floating debt of four hun.
dred hasbeen paid. Threo thousand a year
would be ample and allow us a littie ox the
church debt.”

«Mheye are in our congroegation atleast
fivo men who have ns large an income as
you.”

“The Thompson's and the TWest's arc
much richor. I have no real estate besides
this louge.”

* Granting that vach one gave five liuu-
dred, which would still allow a margin for
outside chanties, you sco there would be
three thousand immediately.’

My, Sherburne glanced up n surprise.

“ There are five families who spend pex-
haps two thoosand a year, and twenty pex-
haps who spend a thousand, snd quite a
number of poor peoplo, though veory few
who are destitute. So it ssems to me that
our regular church ineome ought to be be-
tween three and four thonsand without any
special effort.”

“What a caleulator you are! I have
never looked upon it quite in that light.”

«¥ had occasion to go to the laundry this
aftornoon while Mrs. Briggs was ironing.
Sha asked mo for some old clothes for &

oot woman whose husband lad died sud-

donly, and wa had a httle talk sbout giving.
She zaid she had always considered 1t a sa-
cred duty to Iny by one tenth of all she
oarned, which she dul every Satardaymght.
She earns from cight to ton dollars a week.
Mhat 1aust be a great sacnfice to her, al-
though it 13 n great ploasuro as woll, Her
whelo heart 15 1n the cause.

And the Apostolic injunction was fo lay
by ns wo wero prospered.  God has blesaed
us in every respect—in lealth, prosperity,
happiness, aud onr iwo lovely children.
Surely w » can do this for the sake «. Mim
who died whilowowere yet ainners. Even
if it is for a poor, struggling chureh, it's
for His rako ag well.” .

WA vory good sérmon, pmy denr,” said

Mr. Sherbutne. I am almost sorry that
you connot come to the meeting to-nroxrow
night and explain thematter in this straight-
furward way, Why, if we chinreh inemnbers,
we Christian men ond women, gave wviiw
tenth evea, which surely is not su wendor-
ful & gium, thors would be no wantin our
churohies, Wo should not have to preach
begging sormons, and there would bo o sur-
pius n the trensury for the calls of our
noody brotiren. And if such & womou as
Mrs. Briges, with o hopoless juvaid son,
can do 1t, surely wo more fortunate pevplo
ought. ’

« And e surely monn to try,” sho snid,
with o sweof, smiﬁ). hor face sull flushed,
aud hor eyes prightly earnest.

# T'll never complain again until I have
looked over my accounts,” said Mr. Sher-
burae. ‘I am nfraid our charities nppear
much largor to our partial eyes than they
really aro. Noither will I ndd whatTonght
to give with what I have given,”

Melrose wes a pretty aiby subuwb., The
residonts had found it rather ineouveulenf
to go down town two or three tiues on &
Sundsy. By degrees two or thico chapels
had been built. Mr. Sherburne and sev-
eral of his Lnethren had rosolved theirs
should be free. Sabscriptions paid monthly
or quarterly, and collections at the prinei-
pal servises, wero the chiof depqndcnco;
Tor two yonrs there had beon considerable
enthugiast, but now it was an old story.
“You ave always begging,” one member
after another would say; and Mr. Sher-
burtie being treasurer, sometimos found his
task hatd and ungracious.

But he went to the meoting the next oven-
ing with o light heart, and a check for one
hundred and seventy-five dollavs in lua
pocket, 'Tho pastor's monthly stipend was
due, the last quarter to tho sexton, tho in-
surance, past of an unpaid conl bili, and
soveral small odds and ends.

The brothren glanced at each other in
dismiay. B

¢« Thero must be some unupaid subserip-
tions,” said one.

* The collections havo fallen off & good
deal,” said another. ,

« It soems as if we were making special
offorts all the time,” aamid My, West, in a
rather dissatisfied tone, .

Mr. Sherburne rose in his grave, quiet
faghion.

 Brothren,” he began, ¢TI have a fow
words to say on this subject. Last evening
my wife and I had a litile talk. We re-
solved long ago that since the Jews gave a
tenth of their substance toward religious
purposes, we a8 Christinns could do no loss
on prineiple  Even this {o my mind does
not cover the whole ground. It soldom
compels us to cast into the Lord’s treasury
all that wo have. Mrs, Sherburne and I
were quite sure that wehad kept our pledge
the past year, but come to look ovor our
accounts wo weroe surprised to find quite a
deficit on our side. T am very happy to
make an offering of this amount to-night,
wliich niore than covers our indebtedness.
And I am resolved never to complain of
giving Iargely again until I havoe given more
than a tenth of my income. Some of our
pooress members do thig, and 1 for one wil
not bo shamed by the widow's two mites.’

Tlien he began to do up the separate par-
cels in euvelopes and address them. Thers
was a hush of silence in the room,

¢ Brother Sherburne, I oxpected to help
makeo up tho deficiency,  said Mr. West,
* We must not allow you all the goneros-
ity.”

* Mine 18 & just debt,” roplied Mr. Sher-
burne. * I havdly call it gonerosity until
we give more than we' can afford, and feel
the pinch somewhers."

* You may add another hundred to my
yenrly subseription,” exclaimed Mr. West,

“ And to mine,” said Mr. Landor. I
cunfess that I have yot come up to the
Scriptural myunction 1m giving. It has
sometimas seemed a hardshipfto me to be
importuned for one thing and anotber, yot
1 have been importuned year after yoear.
I have hardly thoneht of myself as tho
staward of the Lord.”

Pheice beung onco broken,the brethrenbe-
to compare netes. Thoy could not help
but sco that with an nverage of muoh less
than one-tonth they would be in a very
prosperous condition. It was o personal
question with them, and it was not neces-
sary to gauge their benevolencoe by what
brother Smith or brother Brown did. They
parted with a warm and heartfelt shake of
hiand, cach resolved to do a little better mn
the futuve.

Tho Chnrch of Melrese prospered abun-
dantly. One and another woudered what
could bo the secret of its success. They
gave to the nnsstonary cause, to their poor-
er brothren, little debis were wiped out,
and salavies paid promptly. Yetthe con-
gregation was scarcely above the average
of ordinary churclios in pretty country
towns, not to be called a poor chureh, but
many with a3 available resoumices fail into
o langwisling state. Tho pastoris dis-
hieartened, tho brothren are always impor-
tuning.

Its right?  If we felt Jho matter as ob-
ligatory upon us as the Jows dud, weald the
eause drag wearily 2 If wo Iaid by as we
were prospored, thinking of our Tord and
Master first, would it seem a heavy burthen
to us, and grievous to bo borne? ~ Ah, this
fund, this tenth, would be tho most prec.
ons pait of our enrmings, the most joyous
of all our gifts. Wo should not Iny 1t grud-
gingly upon the alter and glance ot it witn
longing eyes that strangely enough magmfy
it fo twice the amount. For ¢ the Lord
loveth the cheerful giver.

The Gospel doth these two thinazs, viz.,
sets before us nur lust undene condition by
natare, and shows us the remedy in Christ,
always offeringmerey in Christ to all whom
God ealls to re{:onmncc. This offer of
maray received by faith impliesa secrot
hop» of pardon, whick I concoive is the
firat saving work upon the soul. Faith,
being thus wrought. causes alooking auto
Chuist only for salvation ;and such o faith
wrought in never go low o degroe, I take
to bo true ovangelical repentance, wlueh,

though it bo no cause of our_justiflention,

yet it is always nneffect of yustifynig faith
gmznd in all who are justified.—Thomas
ole.

Bxtempore Preaching.

There is no neod of any argument in favor
of good ostempore preachtg. Tho most
trud and subserviont slave f¢ pon aud
papur, who never dared give himeeli iv a
public asseinbly with onthusinatic abauden

"to any subject, hns b lenst had socrot long-

ings for the Letier way. Even thoe most
iearned and onucal nudiences in Now Eng-
land, who count verbal errors nupardonable
ams and who have been biutghe up on
written sormons, give a8 deoiduld tostimany
in favor of independent spesking as de the
poople of the froutior who nover hoard o
written disconrsoe.

It is o ourions fact that but a small pro-
portiout of those who spend most time in
preparing for the mimsiry ever learn the
vt of preaching in that manner wluels is
most pleasing snd profitable to the masses,
It is of no use to plead lack of ability, for
nothing i3 more complotely under the con-
trol of a man's will than what he shiall say
and how hs shall say 1. Turtunately fui
tho fiontior prenchers, tus queshion ol ca
towporo proachuiy 18 guneraily deouded fui
them. A capiun of a sailing shup might as
woll write onb every order fui @ loug voy-
age 1n advance as for vav of them tu confiue
Iumself to wistten discourses, preaching in
private louses, in school-houses, in churches,
in protracted moeiings, basket meetings,
camp meetings, m-doots and out-doors, in
dayhght and darkuess, and on week-day
and Sunday alike. Instead of waiting in
drenmy silence for natural gifts, they learn
right specdily the art of thinking on thei
foot and saying what they have to say m
most direct and efficient manuer possible.
Though compelled for the most pars to
learn the art of war by fighting, their school
of experienco and difliculty has developed
many of the ablest preachers who liave over
lived.

Untortunately, the graduates of the Tast.
orn semunaries are not thus compelled by
necessity to take bold risks and learn self-
rehance at the very outset; and however
much of disciplino and knowledge they ob-
tain from the schools, they generally acqmire
at tho same time artificial habits and o ser-
vilo faar of petty criticismn which provent
their ever becommg perfect mastors of tho
art of proaching.

'T'ho scholar does not prepare his lessons
with o view to converting his teacher and
clagsmates to his opinions, but the main
idea through all these yoars of study is to
recito is Bucl a maunner as to escape convic-
tion at the hands of this eritical judge and
jury, who hold the slightest mistake to be
disereditable.  When the student writes or
spenaks it ig oftoner to show his skill than to
carry a point. Even after hie lias entered
the theological seminary he is sdlemnly
forbidden to preach during the first two
years, for fear this plastic pley may sudden-
ly harden in the hoat of some prematurc
effort before the final touches ave given. At
the end of his ton years of classics and the-
ology ho ccmes forth equipped with o fow
maodel sermons, each having four hieads and
two moral reflections, together with an in-
ingenious exordium and an impressive
peroration. Thoy were written to stand
oriticism and they have been trimmed by
profossor nud classutntes till they have the
artificial symmetry of & clipped evergrean.
He takes a parish, and all goes smoothly so
long ns the little stock of essays lasts, but
ho soon becomes painfully conscious that
hio cannot write tw~ sermons a week which
shall come up to s standard of excellonco
without either mnpairing s henlth and
negiecting unportant duties or becoming o
mero compiler of abler men’s opinions. He
sees plainly enough that 1f he could only
cominand hus thonghts and language m the
presenco of s hearers, he could discuss
many practieal questions suggested by tho
neods of lus parsh more to their profit as
well as lus own. But however fluent he
may have been in college dobates, ho finds
it quite anotler thing to speak to the same
audionco continuously, even with tho ad of
a well prepared brief.  Heo will be sure to
bo remunded by some eritic in hus congro-
gation that he does much better when he
writes Jus sermons 1 full, and no young
preacher likes to feel that he is 1uuning
down daring the ficst few months of lus
pastorate. If he have that sonsitiveness
whicli iz essent. 1 to true eloguenco e will
suffer forturo from his early mustakes, and
it wonld not be strango if in common with
Luudreds of others, lic finds his courago un-
equal to the issue.

No man has greator need of courage than
the preacher, and the chiof reason why so
many fail to attain the best tnethod of
speaking 18 because thoy will not take the
necessary risks, or, {0 bo more accurate
and conciso, from cowardico. Iow shall a
speaker gan perfect confidence and seif-
control, 1t he never throws humselt upon s
own resources? and to do this 18 to
meur the danger not only of making
shght nustakes, but of bicuking down
utterly.

Fuarthermore, no amount of painstaking
will msure ono agamnst such aeccidents,
wlieh are most likely te happen to the very
ones who are naturatly adapted to attain
tize highest cloquence.  The Lold and fluent
frontier preacher, who is perfeet master of
lmsetf under all circumstances, will tell
you the story of his carly discomfitures,
Just as the bravest hunter, whonever makes
a falae shot and takes steadiest aim whon
the danger ig greatest, had the < bhnek
fover' the firat time he was stationed alone
ut o stand on a deer humt, and stood trem-
bhg and bewililered withoat so much as
firing his gun, while a magnificent buek
boundod past within easy range.

The writer has a vivid recol'ection of
paunsing, several years since, in the midst of
n long antithetienl sentonce, which remains
unfinished up to tho present time. On
reaching the end of the first part of the sen-
tence, he found to his snvpriso thas the con-
trasted thought, which o moment bofure
!md been clearly in nund, was gone, and in
its placo came that indeseribablo sensation
which one experiencos in the midst of n
sudden nceident.  Tho readiest solution of
the diffienl*y winch presented itsolf was to
commonce tho sentonec anow, thinking that
tho lost iden would Lo found. meantume,
whilo the repotition would ouly give om.
phinsis to the thought, This wns done; but
instondl of bringing relief or impressive em-
phesis, it siinply made the ludicrouns dilem.
a of the sponker tho moro apparent, wlho;

Lo sorvile foar in nuy form; that

nfter o briof pause, passed on fo tho noxt
topls in order, amid the smiles of & largo
portion of the andience.

Now, it cortuiuly 13 not pleasant fo male
sach a diaplag of ono's self in public, eopa
Jnlly tu sensitive young preachers, who
ofien Yosa sheir slup from far emaller
eatges, wid thore are many whe weuld fore
go the highust power and pleasure and re
1nain bondmen all their lives rather than
ineur the 1isk of such failure. Yot one such
exputicuce mag be worth more to apreach-
or than ull Le over learned in thie gehools —
worth more, I moan, toward teaching him
the lesson of first impartance in the art of
pnblic spenking ; for theve is no oceasion to
underrnte the importance of the schools or
blame thom for the failures of preachers.
The knowledgo and diseip’ine which they
can impart are invalaable, for no royal
road has yet boen discovered o the art
of spoaking eloguently and prefitably
sbout what ocne does mnot under
stand

i would svem, however, thiat our theolo
moni schovls might prove wmore Lelpful
than they generally Jo an teaining yonug
men to becowo saccessful spunkeis anl
leadors in the art of doiug goud, if they
would iushe their preparatory discipline
conform moro perfectly to the actual de-
mands of professional life, and bring them.-
solves 1nio closer sympatisy with missionary
work and practical charities, especially in
our own country. That is the lrue religion
which does the most gosd in this w.rid, and
wo cannot improve upon Christ's plan of
reaching the masses by ministering to thou
matertal wants., Why snould there be found
i every theulogical seminary a profescol
slup of Xebrew, which, hiowever dosirable,
not one student 1n twenty cver keops up
after entoring thoe vunistry, while a depart-
ment of Practical Charity, vt one that sliall
cover the wholo ground of tho relation of
the gospel to the Jdevelopment of wealth
and its legitirate nses, is a thing unheard
of. Ttwas the opinion of Dr. Chalmers
that social seionco should be taughtin the.
logieal sehools, and both ho and D, Guthrio
owed no little of their preeminent eloquence
and power over men to their earnert, syste-
matic labors among the poor. Iractical
Cliristina work is the most natural intro-
duction to preaching, and it can make a
bettor preacher out of an uneducated
man than the schools can ever make
out of a man who lacks missionary experi-
ence.

Judaed by the standard of practical re-
aults, the most successful preacher that has
arison in the West of lato <yearsis Mr. D.
L. Moondy, of Chicrgo, who has been adu-
cated wholly in the school of exporienco.
No young man ever showad less promiso of
gaining & world-wide fame as a preacher
than did M~ Moody when ho became eity
missionary in Chieago, for ho 1acked flnency
and ense of address, and was even defictont
in some of the rudiments of an Enghsh
education. Yet he lad what was vastly
better, great faith m God and a passion for
domg good, together with a courago that
feared nothng and a kindness that feared
nothing and 2 kindnes that worked for ene-.
mies ag readily ar for friends. No cannon.
ghot over went to its mark with moro
onorgy and divoctness than ho displayed m
relioving suffering and seoking the conver-
sion of sinners. He gavo himsolf foarlessly
and wholly to his mission, making a solomn
covenant with God that if he cou.d only
have success in his work he would nev-r
ask o favor for lumself. And he kept huis
promise, cheerfully endaring prisations and
takizg nsks that try men's souls. Ilis
duties led him to talk constantly, at first
with individuals and in social meetings, and
later, as lus Inbors took & wider scope, in
more public ways. When Farwell Hall
was comploted, he saw that here was an
opportunity for gathering in the raultitude
who were not renched by the churches, and
he remarkeqd to o friend tnat he would fill
the hall if hie had to cover tho stage with a
brass band ; but he found Lis blunt, earnest
manner rufficient to give him a larger
nudience than any preacher in the Noith.
west could eall togethier of a Sabbath even-
ing. His discoutses Incked tho little beau-
ties of alliteration, of ingenious arrange.
ment, of poetic imagery, and contained a
few finesentimonts culled from raro authiors.
They were straightforward arguments aad
earnest appeals, illustrated by striking inci-
donts, lnrgely drawn from his own varied
exporience. Thev aimed ab divect results,
and wore followed by & meeting of prayer
and inquiry-  Thus he grew into the nrt of
preaching by the practice of those things
which are most helpful to a prancher, such
as speaking and praying with individuals,
organizing and managing Sanday schodls,
raising large sums of money and conduct-
ing practieal charities on an oxtonsive scale.
Meantime hio nequired rato tuet and powar
in culisting the aclive co-operation of all
classes of men. aund this Jargely explaius
lts.w suceess in Great Diitaiu at the prosont

ime.

There i5 ma need that our theolosieal
students forsake the seminaries for the rug-
zed diseipline of the city missionary or the
fronlier preacher. The art of natural, sue-
cessful preaching ean be learned wherever
there 1s gond to ha downe, if one has the
cominge to follow his better instincts; and
tho way to success is much simplor than
many suppose, As thero is, no neced of
shz'mtmg and mouthing in fraining the
voiee, g0 there is no nocessity for studerts
to sock opportunity to develop their Iatont
powers by inflicting long addressos upon in-
nocent children at Sunday scliool concerts.
If‘nno wishes o speak for practice, let him
tatk to trees or enitlo, but Jet ne raan dare
m'ldl.'css immortal souls in the namo of
Clrist unleas it is the uwmnstakalle
call of duty, and when duly bids him speak
let him gjvo to his words that fearless
energy which the truth deservos. If ono is
slow and awkward of spesch, so much the
battor porhaps.  Moses oxensed lumsolf on
this plea from Jeading the Israchtes, but in
tho ond he proved more eloquont than
Aaron, and flaeney has proved the worst
chemy of many n preacher in our day.
Lvery preacher owes it to Christ and- the
80811’01 that he acquire perfoct self- mastory,
3o that he be no slave to pon and lIYﬂPOP nor
lomost TN 10 bo an
10168t man, not parading & borrowed wig.
dom and eloquence ; and that.to the molid
foundations of all true preaching he add the

utmost possible v iy
tian chklyv grace and oulture —Clhrig. .

e

Giving and Recoiving,

Is it ot u higher funation to impay
tureoeive ¥ Thiul of ail the gomf?;lt[:l]]fn
man m'ght sequirs ful buldy ang min?
hent and sonl, for the hife that now 19 B
the Life thet 1a to cume, Ho faintz 1n \v«?
ness and wanis o strong, BuUstaning a;

ihrown woand mne Wineh would v,
rather be, the famting man or tha s!rc);r.a
uurpmter. He 13 Luugered, and myst b
fed, thirsty, and somo hand mast bfg o, ’
of water to_lis lips. Ho 18 1gnorant a:
must b enlightencd, Ho is out of the

and must be lod into the right path, Hoa{y
alone, and neods saciety an.d Rympathy, Ii!
ia sorrowful, and must be coraforted, H°
is tompted, aud must be succored witg
someo r{ulokemng and strangthening el
ho will fall mto sm and shame, Wb'icl:
now 1 superior all along, the man whe y,
ceives or tho man who communieateg i'
these mantfold oxigonvies ?  Isit not morg
to be the author and maker of happines
than simply fo rejutcs over some acqm:::
tion tu our stures 2 Cuncerve tho dlffere}n
foolings of one who produces gladness 1y
the heart of another, and of one whe u
morely conacivus of pleasurable emotiong
ke own hearb—Lev. Ao L. Stoye
D. D. '

Long-Prayers.

We wr.e once arked by a devout wor.
shipper if we did not think preackers com.
mitted o sin by their long prayors, W,
were nof bound o answer direetly, and g
not. We proferred tndraw out the Teason
for snch a question, and they wero meckly
but freely given. Tt was what is known a3
the ¢ long prayer,” that preceding the ser.
mon in the ordinary serviees of {ha pulpit
to which attention was particularly ditee.
ted, It wag msisted that the prayer wa
often unduly long, and made so by mens
platitudes or rambling utterances, in whic
what supplication was in them was obseured
and weakened by a multiplicity of words;
that such prayers were not only wearisome,
but harmful, and that in making then
preachers “wore cortaiuly abfault. Praye
ia almost to gacred an exorciso of our re
ligion to be o subject of eriticism, And ye!
there are proprieties and improprieties, es
pecinlly when leading in public prayer,
which it is of use to have pointed out. It
must be admutted that thereis often a want
of.beconnng simplicity, directness, and ap-
propriateness. In respect to tho “long
prayer,” as it 18 called, 1t doos seemtohs
considered by some mimsters that it mug
bo long for length’s sake. The Bible 'gives
no rule on tho subject of length, but th
longest prayer it records caa bo solemnly
and deliberately reyeated in sight or ning
minutes, and that prayer was made on the
great occasion of the dedication of the
temple. There may ho occasions still when
~ public prayer may properly be as long,
longer than this, But for crdmary oces
sions it may bo shorter. It is not necessary
on overy occagion to rango over all {he
subjects of prayer, or all the asoriptionste
God of the Glory that pertaing to Him,in
Himself, or in His works of creation, prm:
dence, and graco. Nor is it properto swell
out atmost every sentence with a repelition
of some one lof the sacred names of God
Everything of the nature of redundaney of
vain repetition, of mere platitudes of praget
without point or relevaney, to the crenm
stancesjor ncecasion, is sadly out of charae
ter in lending the prayers of aloongregation.
There is no exercise of our religion k
which there should be more simplicity thua .
m prayer. And thore should be variety, &
in preaching, -5 thero always will Lo if ap-
proprinte to the subject nnd oceasior
There will als> bo comparative brovity i
prayers if goveraed by this rule. Whi
these remarks have special reforenco to the
prayers in the congrogation on the Lord®
day, yet the spirit of tho remarks apply
equally to the ‘)mym‘s in the weekly prayer
meeting, Wil those who lead the prayer
there think of the weak brothron gwho msy
be present ?

Tho Pilgrims in Doubting Castle.

* Now, there was, not far from the plae
whore they lay, a castle, called Doubling
Castlo, the ‘owner wheroof was Cistt
Deospair, and it was in his grounds they
now wure sleeping, wherefore he, getting
up in tho morning early, and wnlking"s
and down ia Lis fields, canght Christian 2
Hopeful asleep in his grounds. Thon, wit
o grim and suely voice, ho bid them awake
and ashed them whenco they were, an
what they did in his grounds? They toid
him they were pilgrims, and that_they hd
lost theit way. Then sawl the giant: Y99
have this night trespassed on mo, by i
pling and lying on ny ground, and there
fore you must go with me. o they wer
forced to go, beeauso hc yeas stronger ihs
they. They also had but little to say, £r
they know themselves in fault. Tho gisd
therelore, drove thom before him, and pu
them mto Ius castle, in a very dark du:
geon, rasty and stinking to the spirits ¢
those two men, Iere they lay from Weo
nesday mornwg till Saturday night, with-
out one bit of broad, or drop of drink, o
light, or any to nsk how they did; they
wato therefore here m ovil ease, and wer
far from frionds and acquambances. =
Bunyan,

The conversion of the Jews to Christidt

ity hns always been asubjeot of considerd :
witorest to the Christian world, Opinied
havo greatly varied. Some have no Bl

mrthe convorsien of this pecuhar pc(’P‘;
whilo othors boliova tho time will cﬂ?ﬁ
when thoy will all be brought under 3113,""
fluonco of the gospel. Just: at this lm;n
greator interest than usnal 18 mamfeste 0
some sections in tho work nmong the

scendants of Abraham. Moro thin £5% e
wero contributed in Great Britain uloue]l "
past year -for this object. ‘In»Jer“Sl” Cto
thevo aro sixty Jewosses mooling dal ymO
heartho Gospol ; ministorsnie now we ¢°m.
in every liouso in Jornsalem, Within o
lnst sixly yenrs, since the catablislun(d:
tho society, 25,000 - poople have beon.©

verled to.the Christian religiot.
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