2 BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

\We hear of one or two cases already In
which actions are to be taken,
rent books come under this class, in fact

Many cur-

many of the best selling of current novels.
How is the bookseller to khow what these
books are? e buys and sells in good
faith, He s liable to be pounced upon by
the agent of a British house and made to
pay penalties for selling certain books.
Formerly the Canadian Government avoid-
ed this by collecting the royalty on these
books of 12% per cent. But this was
abulished in 1895 in the expectation of our
having & copyright law of our own, and the
Government do not propose to revert to it.

It seems but fair that the trade should be
The
Government, a few weeks ago, stopped the

protected in some way meanwhile.

prohibition of these reprints and a quantity
have been ordered and sold.  Having per-
mitted this, the Government should now,
pending a settlement of the whole question
of copyright with the Imperial authorities—
such as Mr. Laurier will discuss when in
England-—see that the owners of copyrights
give the Canadian trade a warning that in
future they will be prosecuted if found selling
unauthorized reprints.  But the present
stock should be exempt. We think the
trade deserves this much protection, which
would stave off actions that are very likely
to be taken.

A CONOESSION.

It 1s understood that the Postmaster-Gien-
eral will allow the trade the former privilege,
withdrawn last January, of paying postage
on their magazines in bulk, instead of forc-
ing them to stamp each package separately.
This will enable the dealer to do the maga-
zine business of his district, instead of driving
it to the Umted States.
market, as we can compete on equal terms
with the States, Without this privilege the
New York or other American house could

It gives us our own

post direct to individual subseribers in Can-

ada, using our mails. This was a manifest

injustice,

Bentley & Son will publish +* Letters from
the Black Sea dudng the Crimean War
1854 55, by Admiral Sir Leopold Georgze
Heath, K.C.B. This new work is full of
interesting  reminiscences of the great war
of the fifties, and contans in an eminently
readable form a concise and vivid recital of
cvents occurring under the ¢yes of the writer.

IMPORT OF REPRINTS.

IMPORTANT PETITION TO GOVERNMENT FROM THE MONTREAL TRADE,
From Our Special Cotrespondent.

MONTREAL, June s.—The following
petition of the book trade of Montreal,

which was drafied by a special committee
of booksellers after a most careful investiga-
tion and consideration of the matter, was
endorsed by the entite trade of the city and
presented by their representative to the
Minister of Justice in Owtawa prior to the
bringing down of the revised tariff. It sets
forth in a concise manner the situation of
the bookselling interests of the country at
the present moment.

It might appear strangethat sane business
men should approach a Government with a
request for increased taxation on imports,
but the case is a unique one and a brief in-
spection of it will indicate the motives which
prompted the petition.

By abolishing the prohibition of reprints
of British copyrights the Government cer-
tainly did what was just and right, but their
action placed the bookseller, who offers
for sale a reprint, authorized or pirated, at
the mercy of the owner of the British copy-
right, who can without question, under the
Imperial Act of 1842, prosecute any vendor
of reprints. The attention of the British
authors and publishers has been forcefully
directed to this by animated discussions of
the matter, which haverecently taken place,
and their shrewdness will immediately indi-
cate where their interests lie.

Apart from all other considerations, the
book trade of Canada should not be obliged
to appeat to the clemency of the English
publishers when their own Government can,
by taking advantage of the Imperial Act of
1847, sccure them from mwlestation in the
honorable pursuit of their business. This is
the keynote of the whole matter, and the
Montreal trade are actuated solely by a wish
to be secured from the dread of legal pro-
ceedings, which have been already threat-
cned by one or two of the largest publishers
in England.

By their petition they place on record
strong evidence of their good faith, and if
the Government do not sec hit to grant their
request it is quite reasonable for the book-
sellers to demand that the Government
should accept the responsibility of contest-
ing an action taken under the Act of 1843,
and secure beyond peradventure the rights
of booksellers in Canada,

The petition reads as follows:

Sle Oliver Mowat, K,.C.M.G.,
Mianlster of justice, Ottawa,

S13,—The bookscllers of Montreal respoctinily peti-
tuon for a reconudergtion by the Governinent ol that
postion of paragraph 399 of the new ta:iff, whith pro-
hibits the importation of teprints of British copyright
wotks, and also tha temporacy suspension of sald pro-

hibitlon without the further additlon and snposition of
duty on reprints of copyrights as authorized by the i
perial Act of 1847, and In order to deinonsicato the sen.
ousness of the present situation aud the equity of thele
appeal subinlt to you the fotlowing polnts beating one
that particular clause:

The linpenal Parllament in 1842 passed a copyrght
Act coverlng the Uritish BEmplre, which Act probubited
absolutely the fmportation of forelga repnnis of
British copyrighit works into any part of the Bijush
domianlons. This drastic measurc was tallowed by loud
protests and urgent requests for repeal or modification
from the Provincial Governinents, with tho resalt that
in 187 tho lmperiat Parllament passed another Act
authorizing Her Majesty to issue an Order In-Council
to suspend that portion of the Act of 1842 relating to 1be
fmportation ot foreign reprints whenever any Provin.
cial Government wmade provision for the rights of
authors by lwposlng a special duty for thelr beneft,
The Canadian Government Imposed a copyright duty of
124 per cent,, which contiaued in force unul 1%, when
the Government fur reasons of lts owa gave notice that
onand after July 23, 3893, the 12} per cent, duty wovld
nolonger be colloited, and thus at once revived the
tmpetial Act of 1842, so thatimporters of reprints were
then, and are now, Importing at the rlsk of a penalty of
confiscation and fine,

Bhould your Governinent prohlhlt without restrction
all reprints of British copyright works, as per the budget
speech of April 23ed, a great and lasilag injury will
be done to the peopls of Canada. The wonderlul sirides
made in lterature intensify tho outcry of fifty yearsago
against the Injustice of the British Act 0f1842, aad which
resulted in s nodification In 1847,  Readlong watterhas
through that modification become accessible to the
masses of to-day, and if relief be aot granted a scroas
sctback will be glven o the progress of education aad
litcrature.

1f, on the other hand, schedule * C* of the tarlfl of
1694 be incorporated into the new tari@ withour the
additlon of the British copyright duty on repsints,avety
dangerous stato of affairs wlll exist. No bookseller can
honestly import from the Untted States any book copy:
righted on both sides of the Atlautic without the 1:5k of
prosecution under the Act of 1342 tho advantag 3 of
copyrfght now enjoyed in tho United States by the
Uritish author under the Awecrican Copyright Act ot
1591, not affcrding any relicf or safety for Canaiaagainst
the conditions of tho Act of 1842, although under tbe
Amecrican Act the need for che protzttlve puwer of the
Act ot 1342 has vanished.

While the legitlinate bookseller inust desist fromn 1m-

rting under the constant lear of prosecution, privite
odividuals and agents who exhibit no stock can nuport
without fear, as the Canadian Government accept ao
resfonsibility in the matter of prosccution,

Tho remnedy for this deplorable state of affairs liesn
the re-unposition by your Government ot the copyrnight

uty on reptints ot 1244 per cent. This extends (o the
Imporier the protection of your Government and at the
same time saleguards the interesta’ot the British author.
Tuo present taritl can grant 0o privi eges which pub-
tshers of books in Canada do not at present enjoy under
the Canadian Act of 13878, Tlictact that ook pub'ish
{ng in Canada has always beeu ata low ebb 13 not the
resalt of legislation, but the altogeihier too timited 21 at
ket for edltious of general bo. ks.

An impottant feature of the press of to-day s the
large space devoted to book notices and criiciss.
These aro of themselves a source of educatlon, and
supplics therefor are drawn atmost exclusively frou
the authotized Amerlcan cditlons, the English hiouscs
not having adopted the habit of sending to Canada
books for review, and even were they 10 d9 so the
anomaly would exist of Canadian papers being 3t feast
ten days behiind Awecrican periodicats In reviewing the
same book.

The booksellers keenly recognizing the position of
affants, petitlon the Governtent to revive, in additva
to the Imperial Act of 1842, the subsequeat Ast of 1%~
and Canadian leglslation consequent thercon. lnts ¢h-
tirety, whict cotisists in the coliection of 12%% per cont
copyright duty, inadditon to the revenue duty.

This appeal is mado, not alone in the interests of the
bookaellcis of Canada, but of the whole reading popu-
latlon of tho Dominion, and imerlts the prownpt and wen
ous coasideration of your Government.

The only action so far taken by the Gov-
ernment has been the abolishing of the pro-
hibitory clause, and it now rests with them
to indicate the protection which they wil
extend to the booksellers.



