
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

caused to spring up a host of so-callod Book mon,
whose business it is to %ell books of whatever descrip-
tion they mnay happen to deal in. It is not a very
consoling thought that he just knows his own line
of books and nothing more. We are told that
" knowledge is poweir." We take it that this means
general knowlodge, and if this is power, and good to
have, how much more powerful and useful ust be
knîowledge of our business 1

The printing press has not only brought the works
of the best writers within reach of the poorest amongst
lis, it has also given uis opportunities of procuring
knowledge-information which bears directly upon
the business in which we are engaged. It has given
us nuinerous Trade Liste, Journals, Periodicals, etc.,
which did not exist in the old days when Bookselling
was a profeSion. Tihis knowledge is within the reach
of every une, and it is incumîbent upon us to obtain
it. Wu would ask, wno among us are the successful
people 1 Those vho read about their business, or
those vho do net ?

The clergy, doctors and lawyers are striking ex-
amples of well.grounded knowledge, and ve neediot
ask where these professions would be, if the partici-
pators therein, did not keep up with the times, in
thought, practice and administration ; and the saie
principles apply not only to the so-called professions,
but to all trades as well, Bookselling and Fancy bus-
iness not excepted.

Then again, low much pleasanter it is everyway
for the imns vho is well read.up in his business'to bc
sought after by customers,-one vhose opinions are
not only asked upon this or that subject, but whose
views are of great weight and go further towards
inllhiencing the purchases of custoners, than for the
dull, ignorant, know-nothing, read-nothing, good-for-
nothing idividual.

So mtuch for the advantages that accrue by lîs.in«
a knowledge of your business, and, if advantages have

veight, to induce you to become ,usiness men. liow
mucl more ought a sense of duty to ihfluence you 1
Tennysmn strikes a true chord when he says

It wa., ny lshty tu ha e loved the highest
It .irelv ws.L'i my per<.it lad I know :,.
It would have beeni my plcasure had I n

It is our ,Iuit, to our employers not les than to cur
sblves to knlow% q'uîr busit ss thorotughly, and knvowing
this p>rgi and >.l-asure will surcly ensue.

To conclude, shew an interest in your work, and
youi will find your work will shew an initerest in you,
by your increased value to your employer and conse-
<uent promotion. Be phncitual. Be courteous. Be
stu dtus.

N. C.

00oh ~oticc5.

NAT ssÂIEt. PanuK WLLis. By lenry A. Beers.
Amnerican 31Men of Letters. Hmughto'n, MiIlin & Co.
Boston. A diflicuit subject is re treated vith'
sound judIgnent and excellent taste. Willis is the
representative of a school of literaturo which lias had
its day nd talien iitti contenlit. It is the lashion tbf
the cuirrouit criticiin tu liave a tliing at it ; and nuiboly
cat deny that it templts ridicule. The personal pecu-
liarities and foibles uf the once) fashionable author,*
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