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divine purpose founded on it are fureknown from eternity, the difference
between this doetrine and the preceding (aud the same thing may be said of
other varieties uf Arminianism in which the foreknowledge of Gud is Lield) is
immaterial and merely in name. In n tract published by authority of the
general cunferonce of the Mothudist charch in the United States, it is eaid,
* Gud predestinates or fureappoints all disubedient vulielievers tu damnation,
not without, bat accordiug to Iis furehnowledge of all their works from the
fuundativn of the world.” * Gud, from the foundation of the world, fureknew
all mev’s believing or not believivg., Aud, according to this His foreknow-
ledge, He clivse ur elected all obedicnt brlievers, ns such, to salvation, aid
refused or reprobated all digobedient unbelievers, as such, to dammnation.”
We du nut stup tu view these statements in the light of Seripture.  Aecording
tu Arminian reprobation, God furekiew from eternity all disoledient un-
Yelievers—their number, character, circumstances, and nures; and from
-eterr.ity fureappuinted them, as sucli, to everlasting misery. Unerring fure-
Jknuwledge is an essential atiribute of Gud; aud thus the number of these,
being furekuvwn, is as certain frum eternity as the existence of God Himself,
.89 that this number can no mure be increared or diminislied than God can err
indlis knowledge. If, connistently with this eternal furcappiintment of the
lost.to destruction, Arminians will still bold that there was a pussibility of
their being saved, the same pussibility wiil equally well cunsist with the
Calrinistic ductrine of reprobativn. It is merely vne uf the countless false-
houds of Arminians—falselvuds built on garbling—to allege that reprobation,
or ang other decree of God, is, aceurding to Calvinism, the caure uf the sin of
the lost.  They luse eternal life and perish through their vwn fault; Gud's
purpuses with refereucc tv their sin Leing permissive, not effective, In 1is
purpuses of election and reprubatiun, as ia the whule ‘cheme of redemptivn,
Gud regarded men as lust, guilty, and deserving of deatli; and what comes
after can uever be the cause of what went Lefure.  The Arminian decrce of
-reprobation is just as eternal aud as unchangeably certain as the Calsinistic,
and while these decrees, as eternal, are antecedent to the actual sin and
misery of the lost, under neither schieme is the antecedence that of causality.
Calvinists hold that *“ man, iu his state of innocency, had freedom anid puwer
to will and to do that which is good and well pleasing to God; but yet
mutably, so that he might full frum it;” that there wasin bim such a possi-
bility of remaining in a state of innocence, and so of bringing his posterity
intw a state of righteousness, that be could fall only by sinning in oppe-
sitivn tu stroug principles of his pature; and this possibility of standing
in Adam will as readily consist with the divive decrees according to
Calvinism, as according to Arminianism. If an Arminian were usked how
it was pussible fur uny of thuse fureappointed to damnpativn accurding to his
own scheme to escape destruciicn, any answer he might give would be
equally competent to the Calvinist. Were he to point, for example, to the
general promise of salvation to thuse who repent and believe, were he to say
that ali _inners have the vpportunity of being saved, and that were any man
to believe and repent he would Le saved, seeing that the unrevealed appuint-
ment of Gud cap never contradict Ilis revealed will, all this can be said by the



