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EDUCATIONAL

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
EDUCATION FOR 1859.

May IT PLEASE Yotnr Excu,r, ENCYy—
A In submitting to )our Lxccllcnc) my fifth annual ye-
port on the state of Lducutlou in the Provinee, I slmll firat
of all make a fow .cman> on the tables appended ; suondly,
present a bricf statement of proceedings in my own spccmlx
ficld of Inbor; and, lastly, offer a few suggestions with a view
to our uluc;ntxonal improvement, sucln s the observation und
experience of five, years may seem to warrant,
. I STATISTICAL TADLYS:

All statistical -tables are founded: on registration, and can,

* therefore, be relied upon only, in so. far asthis matler is care-

fully. and accurately attended to.  Such a registration in the
causo of education, hias not, we fear, received that measure of
attention Which its importance demands, and; consequently, in

not.a few - cases, have the most erroncous ¢onclusions been,

drawn in reference alike. to the matter of quantity.and quality.
To secure a thoroughly reliable table.of* statistics on edu-.

P

cnuon. the ﬂl‘at !hmg to'be dono is tho constnlcuon oi’ a Ro-
gister that shall embrace the time of tho admission and withs;
drawal of the scholars, their attendance nnd progress ; and the
next ‘thing, is-the .praviding of sin agency .by which these
points shail be carefully-and accurntely taken- down and ree
corded. ‘I'ables drawn up frojn such a registeation are vastly

‘more valuable in giving sound views of a nation’s education,

and thereby furnishing o surer guide, whether, in the supply
of deficicncies, or in- the correction of abuses, or in‘its geaerl
improveraent, than all the vague speculations of the theorist,
or the cloquent yet conjectural statements-of: the: philanthro-
pist and educationist.  Ever since.my. appointment to office, I .
have been expeeting somie alterntions in our Provincial edu-
cational enactment, and have, thercefore, continued to uso. dm
registers and blank returns of my predecessor.  As the law:
now stands, .these are-sufliciently. minute and compreliensivo,
and, were-proper. provision made for.a thorough agency; they
would furnish.abundant'data for drawing sound conclusions in
referenca to.our’ educationnl state, whether ns one of advance-
ment or retrogression.  This, howevery-is . not the' case, there
being'somo hundreds of districts from which there are no re-
turns at all, and these, generally speaking, aro ir o *wch
worse condition thau hose from _which reports hav oeen ob-
tained. The only legitimate use then we can mako. of these
tubles, is to comparo them with those of the past year and
to guide ourselves accordingly.
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