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M~AY IT PLrASS Yoru ExcrLi..Excr,-

In, submittiuag te youlr E'xcclleuuçy iny flih anuili re-
port on the Mille of EDucitticu iii the P~rovince, I sluall tirât
of alf manke a fcw cns.nr'ks on. tho tab.les nppenuled; sccndly,
prescat a brief 81tlement of procccdinge in nby oiyil ipeciital
field of labor; Rila, Ilastly',offl*r il few suiggeStions %vitila aviui
te Our eduittionial inprovernnt, sued, as îhc observittilon andi
expericnce of five.yçnrs rny scc.u te warrant.

1. STATISTICAI. TAM1ES;

Alt statistical -tablesare foutidcd -un regist ration, and. cai,,
therefore, bc rclied upon only, in so, fôr as titis matter is cure-
fuly. and acçuratcly attended te. Sucli arcgisuration in flic
cause of edcation, lias nul, wc fear, rcccived that measure cf
attentlon ib.icl ails importance demn&s, and, .ccnsequently, in
n t A few -cases, have ti most erroncus èonclugions I>ccn'.1
dmwn.in.reference aliko. ta the malter of qunîi±yand quahiLy.

Tro sccure a.thoroughly rcliable table cfoP statistics on edu-

cation, the first ulsing tobe donc is'îIîo construction cr, a le
gisier thant shall embrace the litue of the admission andi witlî.:
drawal of' the schiolors, thteir attcnd:ncc andi progresa; andi te
next ýthing, httepnvdu f.a ngeney .by whichi thtesc
p~oints slial bc e rtiuliy osiî accuraiely fakerut down and rc-
cordcd. Table' -drawn up froln such n registration are xastly
Mnore voltinble in giviiig sounti views'cf a sialion' education,
andl.tlicrcby funîishing a turer gide, whethtcr, in the supply
of defliclcucies, or in ile correction cf ubusces, or fa:its ge.acrai
iînprovenrauut, l1ia, ail thme vague speculalions cf the thecrist,
or tic cloquent yct, conjectural stateincnticf! te phiiantlàro-
pietaticducationist. Evcrsincc.aiyapp)oisilînent teofic, I
hav~e beeuu expccliiuîg sodiîo altcratiouîs in our Provincial ecd-I
catiotnil enactinîct, and have. tlîerethre, continuced te usOe
registers and biauxk returns of my predocessor. Asthe l'aw
now stands, -tiiese are, suilcicnlly, minute andi comprchetisivc,

aund, tvere-preperproviciotq inàeý fra thowvu-l agcncy, tbey
wouldl.furnislt:abunidnt'data for drawingsouuîd conîclus " ons ini
rofiircîce te ou, educationatl stite, whctlîer asl One cf advanicc-
nient or retrogression. Tiis, hcwever, .iý net the* case,ý ilicr
being'some lauudreds of districts from vaich: thora arc no re-
turas at ail, adt these, gcncrally spcaking, are il, a ',iueh
wvorse condition, than Iiosefroni- whlui.reports ha,, -ien oh-
laineti. The ouly legitimnate use tlion X.e can inuko cf thtese
tables, is te coqpparc theni witla ilbose of. the past year andi
te guide ourselve.- necordingly.
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