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This important subjeet in the field of otologY lias become so
haekneyed. during the past fcw years that 1 feed an apology Î3
duc the memibers of this Associa tion for introducing it at this
time, but 1 also feed thiat the subjeet is suchi an important one
that I have not hesitated to do so in order to ]mlke a plea for
more rationalism in flic treatment of this troublesome class of
cases. If we are to believe -%hlat one set of mnen say about these
calses, wve shouId suhmnit ail of our patients to operation, and, on
the other hiand, if w'e go to the other extreme advocated by mnany
prominent aurai surgeons, and treat all cases eo-nservatively, w'e
are exaetly m-here wc started ten ycars ago. Between thiese two
extreies tiiere must surely lc sîaf-e ground and it is my purpovP
to point out very briefly where, in iny opinion, this safe Cround
lies.

First of ill, I think it may be laid down as, a safe propos1-
tion that eaeh case is a law unto itself, and that eaeh aud everv
case shouhi be, studied on its nierits, and a line of treatnient
adopted whichi, in our judgment, is proper in eaehi ca.

Many cases of Chironie Otitis Mreia Suppurativa will get
wvell and stay well under conservative treatment, or suifer an
occas;ional readily eured relapse.

On the other huand, whcn wce have to deal1 w'ith a case present-
ing urgent symptonis there cannot be any discussion as to thc
necessity uf operation; operation is dexnanded without hesitation.
If we could. always diagnose Cholesteatoma or Ne2rosis with
absolute certainty, n e should. w'aste time on c 3nservative treat-
ment, but unfortunately wc arc, in our pr'Ceiet state of kniowledgre,
quite unable to do so.


