
MEDICAL

n l-built bridge over tlie St. John river at An-
rle.N. 13., thle i bridge gx, e %Na> under tbe

weight of an engine and a car-load of iron rails,
and lie, witb a few other:, w-ec-lpitated. ilnto tie
streaini twenty-five feet below. 'Ihere bad been
somle doubt cxpressed as tu the solidit> of the
structureru and thc conductor stoud read> to discon-
ncuct tbe cal fi'oni the etigine on the first indication
of an> )yielcLlingý froni tblt wuigbit of Uic latter. W'bile
atten:-pting to cLrawv the ironl pin so as to acconi-
p)lisbI this object, the 'vbole train 'vent doivn to-
geuther. 'l'lie accident occurreci un Oct. î 2th, 1875,
and aftur bis rescue fromi the wvater lie wvas immiiedi-
ately attended b>- l)r. Bevericdge, of Anclovur, '«ho
also called to biis aid i )r. l.)eckcur, oFrtFairfielcl,
Maine. On examiination, tbey- founid a simple
fracture of righit thigb, two fractures of the low'er
jaw, simple fractture of botb radli, and conmpound
fractures of both patellae. 'l'lie fracture of thigb
%las put 'l) wîith coaptation splints and I.iston's
long otttsicle une. 'l'lic jaw- w-as treateci by th--,
orclinary splint and bandage. 'l'lie us~aiiterior
splintb w-ere used for the Colles' fractures. Adbe-
sivue plaster ivas appliccl iii stripb tu tuc w'ouncls

ovrpatellae.*
i 'as suimonecl to see the patient, iii consulta-

t ion. and arrIve(l fromn Fýrcerîcton on the day
folloNving tbe accident. 1 exanîinecl ail the frac-
tures cxcept tlîat of' the thigli: but as tbe position
and lengtli of the limnbl wvere good .1 did flot mneclle
%'itlî it. '1'lere w~as a lonigitudinal w'ould of the
clîîn abiout one and a haîf imîcles long, ivitb a frac-
ture of the jaw at this point, îvhile distinîct motion
and crepitus could be got on tlîe left side at the
nec, of the bonie. 'Flic fractures of tlîe patellae
N'ere stellate iii foi-Il, and tlie skin over tin la-
cer-a ted. Tliere '«as little displacenient of the frag-
nients. 'Fie patient comîplaiîîed a good deal of
pain and distress iii the clîest, but nîo fr-actur'e of
bone or injury to internai orgauîs cou Id be mîade
out. I advised but little chiange in treatiiient, ex-
ccpt the sublstituition of carbolised oil dressing to
knees iîîstead oie tlîe strips of adliesive plaster.
Tlîree days after this I visited patienît witli Dr.
Beveridge a second tinle. He told nie tlîat lie lîad
sufiered miore froîî paini ir. thorax thaui froiîi frac-
tures. Notliig seriously îvrong could lie found
tliere, however, aîîd the treatîinent b>' opiates, etc.,
'«as ordered to lie continued. Everything w'int on
faiî-ly 'velI tili about INov. roth, îvben tiie discharge
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froni the righit knee becaii nmore free. There "'as
also a good deal of sw'elling and somec redniess of
the skin. 1 visited patient foi, the third timie at
Anclover on the i -th. 1 foun icihiii iuchi eiiaui-
ated, Pulse i 20, very feeble. Rgtknee înuchi
swollen, especially on its outer bide. Pressure biere
caused pub tu NNell frcul), up tbrougb the centre of
l>roken patellae. Ab thigb a nd wriists were appar-
'-ntly about well, the lints wvere left off themi.
Considerable discharge stili coining fi vin chin, and
bone not yet united tiiere. As pa tient's !iome wvas
near Fredericton, it îvas decided to reniove Iiii
there. A Ijosterior splint having been put on rigbit
leg, hie ivas placed alîoard tbe train on a mnattress,
and ( arried without mnucb suffering to hb home, an
biunclred iles distant. O0- the following, day 'i
madle a free opening into al>s-esýs of knee and puit
in a dr-ainiage-tuble.

2\ov7. .jo. -Sinice last report liatient's condition
lias been steadily, improving. 'The discharge froni
it bias almiost ceased. 'l'bie left knee is entirely
bealed. Tbere is less motion between the frag-
mients of broken jaw ; but several sinuses, discbarg-
ing pretty freely, stili exist Ii skin over tbe fracture.

!)ec. z 4 .- Has been able to flex left knee con-
siderably of late. Rigbt knee soundly bealed.
Fractuired jaw firiiily, united, but sonme sinuses yet
remnaining over that part. -May' begin to f1<ex rigbit
knee every day as well as left.

.Dec. 21(.--Stoodl on feet r.r tie first tiîiie siîice
accident, exactly ten Nveeks froîn date of injury.

Dec. 21.-Can fký_x knee nearly to a rigbtf angle;
also considerable motion in rigbit knee joint.

Pceb. 28.-Patient bias returned to bis duties as a
conductor. I-as been engaged for a w'eek iii
shovelling snow on blocaded train. Complains
only of hiis w'rists burting imii a little. Can use
left knee as wîell as ever, but rigbit one is somew'hat
stiff yet.

A/nY 725.-Has perfect use of both knees noir.
.Rellarkls.-Such a rapid and satisfactory recov'-

ery fron-i so mnany fractures, somne of thein of s0
serious a nature, is flot common. The stellate
fcrin of the fractures of the patellae undoubtedly
conduced to the close approximations of the frag-
ments and thus ensured bon>' union. It is re-
markable, how'ever, that perfect use of the joints
resulted, especially in the case of the riglit knee,
îvhere suppuration of the joint niust bave occurî'ed.
The unusuallygood physique of thc man wvas uniques-


