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within hailing distance of the high school, went into life, got married,
married a nurse is said to have taken a six months’ course in chiro-
praxy by correspondence, then hung out his shingle in one of our
flourishing western towns as a full-fledged, duly qualified chiropractor,
not as in the case of the former young man, conscious of his own limi-
tations, but bold, aggressive, cocksure; the poet’s mixim

““A little learning is a dangerous thing,

Drink deep or taste not the Pierian Spring.”

does not appeal to him, and worst of all is recognized by the people
as a regularly qualified practitioner. How long will this deplorable
difference in the medical education or lack of medical education of the
regular and irregular practitioner be allowed to continue? Down
through the centuries the medieal profession has claimed to be, and has
prided itself in being, one of the learned professions, and this claim
down to the present time has been universally recognized as a Jjust
claim. How long will the world econtinue to recoguize us as one of the
learned professions if the door to our profession is wide open to all
who have little or no primary edueation before the study of medicine
is begun and whose technical studies are practically negative? Let us
keep our ideals high; let us strive to live up to the reputations that the
centuries have given us. I believe that the Medical Council and the
universities are and have been alert on the question of medical educa-
tion, of what is required for the entrance or matriculation examination,
and what is required of students after their special study of medicine
begins. Year by year the matriculation examination has been getting
harder and harder. Many advocate that it should be still further rais-
ed so as to correspond with the examination at the end of the second
year arts course of the university. And year by year the time for the
technical study of medicine required of students is being prolonged
until the three-year course has been discontinued for the four-year
course, and the four-year course for the five-vear course. 1 repeat that
I do not think that the Medical Council and the universities have been
remiss in the matter of the education, primary and technical, of those
whom they can control. What about those over whom they have no
control? The Christian Secientists, the osteopaths, the chiropractors,
et hoc omme genus. 'These are those of us who in our innocence, con-
fidently thought that the Medical Council could control throughout the
Province every form and variety that the practice of medicine could
assume. But such confidence has long vanished into thin air, ‘Welcome
the suggestion of Sir James Whitney. Let us have a Commission, let
us have it clearly declared:

1st. What is meant by the practice of medicine.

2nd. What primary education is required before entering upon

the study of medicine.



