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It is to bc noted that the public dcrnand froni the medical man an
lsolute dlogmiatisrn and an un ~eigassumption of knweg.Thc

lawyer niay talk to his clienît of the uncertainties of the law of issues
that are opcn to dotvbt, of conclusions tlîat mav prove to be wvrong. The
sick man wvill hiave none of this. He requires to know the nanie, nature,
and intent of his disorder. I-e w~i1l listen to no possibilities. The adviser
who owns that Le. does ziot know is soon replaced by the counsellor that
does. This demand foir absolute dogrnatism-w,%hich is flot alwvays lim-
ited to the unintelligent-makes the path of the practitioner liard and
possiblv devious. Medicine ib niow fortunately approaching the state of
a r-recise science, yet in olden days it sliared with poetry the most favor-
able arena for the display of imagery and invention. The inedieval

patient dernancled from his physician the truth, \%lien the supply of that
conîmodity wvas as limited as that of radium. As neither trutlî nor abso-
lutisni could be furnishied fromi exact knowledge the deficiency had to
be made good by fictiotn. The lcss that xvas kno-wn the more there wvas
that must needs bc invented. At this juncture tiiere appeared, in the
place of knowled..e, that conîforting fancy, the humoral pathology. The
physician's real ignorance wvas pleasantly hididen by Élie assurance that
a certain malady wi- ze to a "mucous hiumor," while another owed
it-s origin to the working,, of a -sanguineous humor." The sick man xvas
satisfied by tlie itigenious myths, and thie bcwildered physician had peace.
At the present day there is neithier need nor excuse for gratuitous inven-
tion. It is not even necessary to babble of the patient's <'constitution"
-whatever that may be-of his 1kcke of "'tone," or of other agreeable
niatters which belong the limbo of mere xvords. 01-. the other hand, there
is a mass of sterling facts available whicli xviii satisfy ail the demands of
the uni-easonabie, and lie whio wvii1 he conx'incing in couns3cl must not only
lia e them in his grasp, but must possess iii adclfion a knowledge of the
tr.aits of those wvho xvait upon his utterances.

Tiur \'LEOF SYMPATHY.

In every pursuit which deais intimately w~it1î the concerns of mnan
sympathy counts for nîuch. This cîuality is sornething more than a mere
profess;ion of kmindness aptiv expi-essed by suitabie platitudes. It is rather
sucli an attitude of mind as niay be reachied by any who can projeci thiem-
selves into anothicr's place. The physician who is able to conceive of a
disease not only as lus art shouid show it him, but as it appears to the
view of his patient, lias graspcd the foundations of therapeutics. Sùch a
twofold vision wili accredit him not only wvit1î gentleness azîd considiera-
tion, but also witlî tact and insiglit. WTant of tlîougit implies a greater
voici thaîz want of iîeart wvhen the iack involves an ignoring of the siclc
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