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mass of materials shiowîng whalit smallpox as an epidemie dîsease
wvas, and -%vould, be to-day were its prevalence as gyreat and our
defences against it as 'limited as tliey were, before 1796. One of
the xnost pertinent questions -%vhicli -we xnay ask ourselves, hoiw-
ever, is: " Granted ail theso facts, is it not true that in the Pro-
vince of Quebec fatal epidemnies of smallpox have ot- appeared
since 1885, and that in Ontario the total deaths since 18829 have
not mucli exceeded 200; and yet systeinatic vaccination lias not
been carried out by the peopie- or the mnunicipalities duiring flie past
6ifteen years ?"

The question hias been posited thus clearly s0 that those
doctrinaires w-ln, in the mattcir of smallpox, -%vould preachi the
expediency of a policy of laissez faire and of allowing outbreaks
of the disease to be dea1.t witl simply as ordinary diseases are
by practising phiysiciai..,, leaving the inatter of quarantine ana
vaccination to the individual intelligence and sense of ?".uty to
the publie, must accept tlie positioin either that sucli a course of
action within thieir 0w-n experiexice or fromn the accredited evidence
of historýy lias suppressed outbreaks,. lias prevented an increase of
tlie deatli-ra-ýte, lias iîot produced destructive effects upon liealth as
disfigureinent of features or loss of evesiglt lisno1.n itubn
to tlie public comifort and senlse of security and lias not been iinjur-
ions to their ovil or tlie general commnercial prospcrity of alny roni-
:inunity. Are sucli prepared to accept and occupýy zucll a position?
B3ut -hle tliey mnay not do this tliey may faîl back upon aiother
and say: '& S, -e are flot preparcd fo go so far, siîîce we admit
tliat common municipal and goyeriinienital action lias at times
been inecessary to s-dppress severe aniid fatal epidemlies; but, iityer-
tlieless, tliere are diseases: and at present smallpox in America is
sudh an one, -whidli are so nmil "d iii thieir effects, so little fatal, aud
yet so difficult f0 control. without great inconvenience and exese
to tlie public fIat it w-ere better to zsimply leave thieir management
to tlie individual citizen and lis physician. For tIe moment let
us accept flie position. It lias lieel eiatflat during a single
yvear, 1900, there -were ii tlic United States at least :100,000 e-ases
of smallipox; -while in Ontario alone during a single year]&e
w-ere some 2,500 cases. The deaths. in alI -werc mont greater thian
one per cent. in Ontario, and probably no more than fuis in the

rntdStates.
Taking tlint in Ontario as a type of tlie outhreaks it uîîav bk

stated thaf. îot, muuch less, probably, tlian $!00.000 lias been -peut
by fleic micipalities and goverrnment ini preventing tlie si1recid
of the disease. Witli rcgard f0 the numnber of persons lhable to
tlie disease>. ovilg to thieir not being protected by aintn,
aýssiuming, of course, for tIe moment. thiat successful varciinatiofl
ini infancyv is a protection up f0 teiî venris and very largcelv sa IP
twenty yeýars-%e May rolily etiRte fIat of flcoulationi
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