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-'0'TIIINJG very novel or even original -will be found in this quite
unpretentiolàs contribution to a, most interesting subject, no new
or startlingo theories ftro, to be propounded, no discoveries set forth,
buit only a few thougbits mierely, which hiave probably occurred to
everyone wvbo lias employcd the SX-ra,,ys either as a. diagnostic or a
therapeutic agent at ýail extensivelY, or -who is familiar with the
literature on tbe question.

There are perhaps very f ew deviations from the normai con-
dition ýabout -which. we know less than we do abolit cancer, in spite
of the vast amnount, of research. which bas been expended uipon the
subjeet, and there are few dis&ases wihmore frequLently defy
our rnost cuiiiningy devices anid resist our best efforts to combat.
Fortunately, we a rc iot alw-ays beaten in the strugclie.

Can the X-rays throw any liglit ulpon the subject of cancer?
rossibbi tbey can. Certainly they suggest to us ideas which mnay
bc of soîne value.

In the early days of the use of the X-rays we knew very littie
abouit themn beyond the fact of thecir power to penIetraý'te tissue
more deeply tban other rays wvitb wbichi we were more faiiar.
Our attention ascbiefly directed to tlieir ability-, niot onlly to,
penetrate tissues in otlier respects opaque to light rays, but also
to produce certain changes iii chemîcal suibstances after biaving
passed througbl sucb tissues, such as the oréIiay changes pro-
dnced on a photographic plato by the action of light. Thbis power
--ve utilized in taking radciog 'raphis for d.,iagcnostic, purposes.

Anotber characteristic. noted wvas tbe production of fluorescence
in certain substances, spcbl as calcium tungstate and îiatino-
cyanmide of barium, after passing, tbrougli otberwise opaque tissues,
and as certain portions of the tissues, notably denser portions such
as boue, absorbed a relativly lar ger proportion of the rays than
did thc softer tissues sucb as flesb, fluorescence -was more actively
excited by rays whicb hiad passed throughi flesb mierely, than by
those wbicb liad passed tbrougbh Ïbone.

.Acting upon tliis characteristic, screens were devised coated
mith a flx"Iorescingc substance, and -\Nere heéld agyainst, sucli reg'ion of
the body as w'e desired to examine, whil, -tbe rayýs were allowed to
pass through this region fromi the opposite side; the parts of the
screen opposite boue -fluorescing to a lesser extent than, those oppo-
site flesb only, an apparent shiadow of the boue wvas cast iupon the


