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te tlîo tenchers bcing of extenîsive and varied attaininecats; vcry
far front it, the more tlicy know tlîo botter, the htighier thecir
average ns schiolara the botter, if only they kîîow it wvelI tlîcii-
selves, and kîîow hiow to put the clecmnents of knowlcdge bofore
elîildrcn's niinds clcarly and siniply. Thîis is the essential p)oint,
andi, wo do îîot hecsitate to say, it is inoro frequcntly posscsscd
by teachors of very moderato attaininionts anci cf a lowcr grade,
than by otliers of superior attainînonts and a Iilîihr grade.

One qualification of tlic fir8t importanîcein a tcaclior, especially
with Young pupils, and one wvhichi is ofîca particularly diflicult of
attainnuiont by teachers of grent natural, quiekucers and ability,
is tlio faculty of putting oriesclf iii the lenrncr'ls place, ef realiz-
iîîg the liglit, or rather darkîîess, iii which a newstibjectaippcir.s,
and of giving on the spur of tue mnontent a thorouglîly inîtelligi-
ble cxplanaticîî of diflieulties as tlîcy occur. No oîîo who lbas
not lad experience in tenching ean forin a mast idea, of the
oxtronue difficulty wlîicli young, slow and untraincd iininds find in
taking in maîîy notions whieh te a persoîi iii a muore advanced
8tato of knowledge, appear so simple and so cicar that explana-
tien and simnplificationî of tiieni ia not nierely titiîeccssary but
alitiost impossiblo. Thus ail practical teachers know pcrfeetly
woll tlîat oven fairly intelligenît girls auîd boys oftcîî appear
uttcrly incapable of drawing tho simplest possible inferotnco iii
iatheinatical problems cspecially. Tell thoîn for examnple that
the angle ABC la equal to tic anigle DEF, aîîd DEI? ejuial to
GHI, tlîcy cannot draw the conclusion tlîat ABC is cqual to
GHII. They arc almost as likely to reasoii as a student, wlîo
wlieu asked wvhat lie inferred froas tho fact tlîat the tlîrec sides
of an oquilateral triangle wvore oqual to ecd otiier, replied, that
tic fonut tde was equal, too! Titis unay seemn an extreune case,
but it is a fair instance of nuniberless points requiring explanation
to young beg-inners %vliich citlier noever occur at ail to thc mid
of the teacher, or if they do, arc passed ovor by ber, becauso it
is tiiouglt that if a pupil cannot understand tlioni of licrscîf sic
is se hopelessly stupid that it ia of no use to take any pains ia
the explanation of principles, and knowledgo can enly be givoli
by enforcing an aciherenco to rides, and fil lthc mmud by tie bbeer
procesa of cramming. But the teacher slieuld anticipate and
mneet these diffieulties and advance, not a stop tili the way is
thoreuglîly cleareci. The progress înay bc slow, painfully slow,
and inspector may inalevolently mark, liiin slow and low, but
depend upon it,it is sure and soui. Let ne difficutlty bo sluirrcd
over, tlîat is one secret in successfül teaching, aud another is to
tell tie pupil as littie as possible, guide lier to fiad tluings, out for
lierseif by inféeonce and aaalogy. .Aritlîmotic iii most of our
sehools holds a place analagous to tic inatliematical course at
acadeunies and colleges. It is tlîe only ono of tlîo pure sciences
that laavailable for close and systeniatic reasoning. To degrade
it thereforo as was ber saici, to a marc routine of ineclanical
dovices for "lworking suinsl' is a fatal inistake; it makes no
pupil botter for hier pains, nor wiser for ber succeas.

Our succecdieg roînarks will. bc applied to Language and
acconiplishinents. Every woman ouglit te bo able to express
her tlîouglits, if site bas any, in lier own language with case and
clegance. Let Englislî be learnt first. What comparison can
for one moment be made bctweea tlîe faculty of bcing intelligible
in a foreign tengue 'which may possibly be nover uscd, anîd the
varieus advantagcs of a full comnmand of our own ? Our
mlother tongue ouglit to bo systematically studieci, aîîd the
aclquisition of otier launages bc made subservient to this end.
In fact we cannot fufly undorstand our own without tic study
of abhers te some extent, in order te assist tie knowledge of
derivations. Latin and French are the most importanît fromn tlîe
fact that all words of Latin enigin ia ordinary use arc modified
by passing tirough tic Frenchi language. The study of
etymelogy theofora is cf ne men inmportance in asccrtaining
the full, exact and original meaning of words. The study of
words in this mnanner xiH not. only convey mcl usefuil know-
lecige, but strengtlien the minci, exorcise the factilties, and indc
a, habit of rescarch and investigation. And tie principle on
which titis should be carricd on, is Il little and wvcll." It iatters
not low short the lessons are, providcd tlîey are thorouglîly
cxplained and uaderstoed. Indccc, at first tlîo sliorter they arc
the botter, for tboy arc se mcl more likely to bc reniemberecd,
ana our spdling-book supcrscdcd is au admirable little bock to

assist us in titis part of our labor. But titis aI'tcr ail is but a
preliîiniary ste1 ). he forniing cf words ilîto senîtences is thc
îîext couîuideratiom. Evcry wcuîan alîould bic able to, write as
Weil as spenk lier owiî languiage witlî facility aîîd correctncss.
The habit carly coinnîienccd cf wniting mies tlîoughîts oii any
subject wliatcvcr wil be fouind a îicst tîsefutl aid in titis respect.
Englisli graîininar shîould bie Wel îuiderstood of course, ]lut vro
thlîik it wcuild bo weIl te postpoîic its study to a Inter period
ttan ia usui ini oir schools ; witlîott titis WC iiîcrcly load tic
îîioîîîry with rules iînlpcrfectly uîidorstood, or uiot unidcrstood
at aill, w'itlîoit efflargiîîg thc îîiid witli princililes. WVc have
known, andi still kîiew, piijils whlo wlica called on cotild repeat
writhout tlîc omuissionî of a word, any of tlîe tliirty or forty rules
cf Syîitax as rcndily as to give yeti tlicir own nuaine, aiîd yet
wcuild violate evcry one cf tlieni iii writing a simple lutter or la
tlîirty or fcrty mîinîutcs conversationi witli lier class fcllow. Titis
fact alone argules tlc îieeessity fer a change iii thic nctlod of
imîpnrtiîîg listruction la grauinnuar.

WC wilI now spcak cf llistcry as a suject of study, zm
tcîiditig to strcîigtlicî tic judgieît anI rcasoniiig pewers. lit
titis study tlîe couiparison of différent eliaracters and cl). icîcs,
tue exauuîination cf cliaractera as clelincated by hiistorianus of
difféenut religicus, political or social views; the observaltion of
facts and events and tlicir relationi to previens or sîîbsoquent
lîistery; tie search after reliable evideuice; aIl tieso mnust be
made uFe cf iii titis study. ]3y l'istory is net ment the ceminittal
cf two or titrc îîundrcd pages cf a book te nîenîery, or the
faculty of crewdiug into tic nuind for a few xvceks ftilly a tlîou-
Sanid dates cf imeportanît eveats ini tlîe luistory cf a country. kt
is not a knoxvledgc cf history tlîat a person can benst of xvicse
mind is liko an old alianack ; fer lîistory ila "pilosoplîy teaci-
iîîg by esztiplc," the close observation cf circuîîxstances, study
of ciaracter, opinion, tintes and manors; and investigationi into
motives, and tlîo ability to judge cf effeets froin a knowledge, of
causes and vicc rcrs«(. Aifitcry, wue ropoat, is, or niay lc of the,
mcst imnportanît use to womeîi. It inay be il ;cd tiat tic
qualities requireui for the proper study of tlîe subject are
precisely tliose xvhiicli wvcîn lack. Complimientnry, certainly.
The judgment of wonica may bc often ut fauît iii tic ordiuary
circuaîstauccs of lit e; îîet se mueli pcrlîaps front any real dofeet,
for it la as Weil to puit tic most favorable constructionî ou cvcry-
thiug, lut becauso lier sympathies are se strong, lier feelings se
ardent, lier imiaginatioa se livcly, ns to lcad lier te sec eveats and
ciaracters ia tlîo wreng liglît; and site decides net accerding te
realities, but according te the view sie is induccd to take. lier
feelings and passions intrude, andl wlîeu titis fa tic case site can-
ûot sec things le tlîe iglit iglît. Lot liersymnpatliyle kptfrein
tic office of a special pIcador citior fer lier own ri-lits or tlîose
of otliers, let lier feelings le rcstraincd froint rusluing ilîto tic
jury-box, and lier imaginaition le kcpt freint clambering iets thc
pulpit, lot lier ambition net reacli tic judgc's beach, let ber net
transforni hiersoîf inte a commissien agent er a gold broker, and
it is igily probable tiat tic vcnicst xvoman of erdinary parts
ivili decide as truly and justly as -aay man ia North Ainerica.
Hlow very desirablo tien dees it appoar that in tl'oa closing years
of tlîe short tiune thiat is dovotud eojrcszly te lier instruction site
should. le led te tluînk; compare and jucige respecting characters
aîîd circuinstancos iii whici lier individual, feelings arc cencerneci.
So mueli fer hiîstcry.

.Now for Geog-apliy. Tlîis subjectshouîd becarcfully ntteindedI
te, and by geegraplîy wvc do net incan tic more knowlcdge of
naines. It is quite possible that a radical defect iii eur scîmeols is
that our tcaching is tee verbal, it is tee mcl about naines, tee
little upon ideas ; the siga obscures the reality. Thcre is tee
inucli vaneering, tee umcli varnisiing te satlafy the teacher -wlo
reafly isbes te train as well as tendh. Tic spread-caglc systein
of eur iiglibors is infectîng our own P>rovince, and .s/ain is
iccoining tue order of tie day, net freint a desire on tic part of
tic tencluer, but frei tlîe insaue requirements of wliat is tcrmied
tic Il txigencies of tic age." 0cr system. requires a half ycarly

c xhiiiona" ia sciocîs, and lad lucli attends tint teachuer whlo,
dctests frein the bottoun of lis beart ahl tiat leurs evidonce of
iliani. Tic truc teaclier islost, and sinks Ilunlionorcd, uncofliiicd.
and unsiug." Wliat childron go te sdlicol for, if righîtly uîîder-
steod la te gaie habits of application, order, metlied, discipline ;


