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fire of musketry, aud which was repeated
at zhort tntervaly,  Euch time it was heand
our horses appeared scared and tremb ing.

¢ % The whu e prairie the w'wie
hurizon to the sonthwest was vne mass of
dense smoke, through which the sun’s disc
looked geareely brighter than n paper lane
tern.  Hehind tho thick cuntoin which thus
concealed everything from our view, we
heard a low hissing, like that of a mu'titude
of gnakes. The smoko wasstifling aud un-

bearable ; our horses again turned punting |

round, and tore madly towirds the creek.~—
On reaching it we dismonnted, bt had the
greatestditticulty to prevent themfrom leap-
ng into the water. ~ Tho etreaks of red (o
our right became brighter and brighter. and
siieamed through the huge dark “trunks of
the cypress treea,  The crackling and his-
" sing grew londer than ever,  Suddenly the
frightful truth fashed npon us, and ai the
very same moment Carleton and [ exclaim-
ed, ¢ The prawrie 1s on Sre {1 As we ut-
tered the wonls there was a loud rustling
behind us, and a herd of deer broke head-
lonz through a thicket of tall reeds and bul-
rushes, and dashed up to their necks mto
the water. There they remaiued, not fifty
Ppaces from us, little more than their heads
above the surface, gazing at us, as thongh
imploring our help and com‘;assion. We
{ancied we could see tears in the joor beasts
eyes. Wo looked behindus.  Oncamethe
pillars of flame, flickering and threatening
tbrough the smoke, heking up all before
them 5 and, at times, a gust ot o hot and
blasting a wind as scemed to dry the very
tnarrow in cur bones. The roanng of the
fire was now ,distiuctly audible, mingled
ith hissing, whistling soynd-. anderacking
ises, as 11 of mighty trées ARY. ‘Buni-
y a bright faine sho. up through the
yug smoke, and inineaately afterwards
a 32 of fire burst upon ouraching cveballs.
‘The whole palmetto field was in flames.—
The heat was so great that we every mo-
ment expected to ree our elothes take fire.
Our horses dmgged us siill nearer to the
creek, sprang into the water, and drew us
down the bank after them.  Another rust-
ling-and noise in the thicket of recds. A
she bear, with her enbs at her heels, came
towards us ; and, atthe same time, » secowl
hard of deer rushed into the wat rnu twen-
ty yards from where we were standing.—
‘We vointed our guns at the bears ; they
moved off towards the deer, who remamed
undisturbedl at their approach ; and there
‘t1ey si00d, bears and dear, not five paces
apart, but taking no more notice of each
other than if they had been animals of the
same species.  Most beasts now came flock-
faz to the river. Deer, wolves, foxes, hor-
ges, all came in crowds to seek shelter in
one element from the fury of another. Most
of them, however, weny turther ap the crech,
swhere it took a northeasterly. direction, and
widened into asortof lake. "Those that had
fiest amrived besan to follow the new com-
ers. and we did the same.  Suddenly the
baying of hounds was heard. ¢ Hurra !these
aro dogs ; men must be near.”? A volley
1wom & dozen rifles was the answer fo our
explanation. The shots weie fired not two
hundred yards from us, yet we saw nothing
of the persons who fired them. The wild

A third volley, anil the bullets whistled a-
hout our ears. It was getting past a joke.
s alt!” shouted we, “stop firing il you
rec what you are firing at.”>  Thete was o
dead stlence for & mament, theu a burst o,
savage laugiier.  “ Fire! fire P ciicd twe
or threo voices, «1f yon fire,” cried I.

e Jook out fur yourselves, for woshall do the

rame.  Have a care what you wre about.™
¢ Moibleu ! Sacre ™ roared Lalf-a-seore o
voires. ¢ Who is that whe dares to give e
onlers?  Fire ou the dags !« If you do
e retumn i ¢ Sacié N sereamed tie sa
vages. ¢ They are gentlumen from th
towns. Their speech betrayethem. Shoot
them, the dugs, the spies !~ What du they
want in the prairic 7>+ Your Llood be ou
your own heads,” cried 1. Andd, with the
feelings of desperate men, we levelled om
euns in the direction in‘which we had Leed
the flashes of the Jast volley. At the* mo-
ment, ¢ Ialt! what is here 77 shorted a
stentorian voice close to us. % Stop tiiine,
or yon are dead men,” cried five or sivoth
et varces. “Sacré? ceaont des Admericans.”
nutiered the Acadians. ¢ Monsieur Carle-
tou P ened w vorce. ¢ Here 1 repited my
fricnd. A b at shet out of the smcl e, be-
tween us and our antagonists,  Carletén’s
sevant was m it The next moment we
were sarrounded by a seorc of Acadians and
half-a-dazen Americans. It appeared that
the Acadians, 20 soan as they perceived the
prairies en e, had got into a boatand des-
cended a creeh that flowed into the Chicott
creek, on which wenow were. The beasts
of the forest and prairle, flying (o the water
fousnl tiemselves inclosed in the angle for-
med by the two creeks, and thear retreat be-
me et off by the fire, they fellan easy prev
dsthe Acadbns, m(?nhwjlg'c fellows,
who slaughtied then 'in a piofusion and
with a britality that excited our dixgust, a
feeling which the Americans seemed to
share.  © Well, strapaer 17 sand one of the
latter, an o)d man, to Carleton, « do vou go
with them Acadinns, or come with us {"'—
. . * We alanced at the Aca-
dians, who were sill firug and  drzging
the Leasts they siaushtered iato their boat
aud to the shore.  They appeared perfect
-avages, and there was litile temptation to
seek puidance or assistance at their hands.
“1f 1t is agreeable to yon. we will accom-
pany you,” suid I to the Amencan, making
a step towards the boat.  We were eazer to
be ofl, for the heat aud smoke were unbear-
able.” The Yankee answered neither yes
nor no. 1is attention scemed taken ap by
the procecdings of the Acadians. ¢ They e
wuss than Tojuns,” said he to 2 young man
standing by hun. ¢ ‘Lhey sloot more 1 an
hour than they could eal in a year, in their
tarnation Frencl: wastefulness? ¢ P've a
notion of makin® ‘em leave ofl, replied the
younz man:  “The counlry’s e, or
their masters® at least,”” rejoined the alier.
¢« [ rechon it's no businees of ours.”  *
i ¢ Carleton and myselt, up to our
waists in water, and-the Amencans. chat-
tering togother as unconcesnediy as if they
had heen siting under the roofsof theirown
blockhouses. M “ My
zood man,” said I, ¢ will veu take the trou-
ble to put sour hospitable offer into cacen-
tion, anmd take ** feould not coutinue,

from heat and exhaustion. When we re-
ovared gut sensas we fonad ousolves in
he botrar, of the Yoat, aud the old Yaukeo
~tandmg by us with a battle of whickey in
lus hand, which he invited us to take. We
felt Lotter fur the cordin!, and began to luvk
wonnd ng,

Jefore us lay an apparently intenninablo
cypress swamp 3 belund us, 2 sheet of wae
1er, luntued by the yut.ction of the two creeks
wd al present ovechung by & mass of smoke
wat coneealed the horzan Jrom our viey.
From twne to tune there wasa burst of flamo
that it ap tue swamp, aod caused oo cy-
press troes to appear as if they grew ont ‘of
ased of tice. * Come,” saud the old Yan-
htes * we st go oy il 15 near LOHEL P
and we bave far to go.?”

« And wluch way doee our road lie?? ¥
asked,

** Accosa the oy press swamp, unless yon°d
rather o arcvmd it
L] . . * . .- -

I bad found mvself once or twice nport
the bowders of the swanp tat now lay be-
tore us, It hind alvays considercd it 1im-
povetrable-s aned 1 d-d not understand, as T
suzed mito s aloomy depths, -how we could
pos<ily eroes it.

« I= “there ang beaten path or road thro?
the swanp 22 nquired I of the old man,

“ Path or road ! Do you take i for a gen-
tlenua’s park ? - There’s the path that na-
tur’ hag made.”?

Awd he sprang npon the trank of a tree
covered with moss and creepers, which rose
ant of the vastdepth of mmJ that formed the
swamp.

“ere’s the path,? ~nid he.

«Then we will wait and come around
with enr hor-es?? [ replied.

¢ Where shail we find them 7

« Asyou please, stranger. We shail cross
the «wamp.  Ouly, if vou can’t do like your
horses, sop off bufmslms. vou are likely to
fast for the next twenty-tour hours,”?

« And why so?  There 15 game and witd
fow) for the shooting.”?

« No doubt there is, if you can eat them
raw, like the Injuns. W?mm witl you find
within 1wo 1es roind, s%n:xro fout of dry
land 10 make vour firc on'?Y

¢« 1’ve a notion,* saad one of the vounger
men, *the stranger don’trightly know what
he wants.>?

« Jort,?? saud the elder Yanhee, ¢ where
are the torches 7 We shall waut >em.”

« Torches #*? exclumed 1.

The Yankee #ave me a look as much as
to sav, you must meddie with everyttung.

« Yes,” replied he, “and if you had ten
lives it would be as much as they ate all
warth to enfer thisswamp withont torches.??
So saying he strnek fire,and seleeted a cou-
ple of pive <plinters from several lying in
ihe Loat, he H'ghlw' them, doing everything
with such extraorlirary deliberation, and
so oy, that in spite of our unpleasant sit-
vation, we could scarce help laughing.—
Meantime, the loat pusked oft with two
men in ity leaving Carleton, myself, tho
okt man, and another American standing at
the edge of the swamp.

« Tollow me, step by step, and as if you
were tread’ng onergs,” said our leader;

% beaats aound us trembled and crouched be- | for I was liter'ly suffocated widi the Leat [ aud you, Jonathan, have an cye to the
:"3:& fore this new danger, but did not attempt to | and smoke. The very waterof the creeh | ~trangers, and don’t wait 1ill they are up 10

their necks in the mud to pick them out of
it

We did not feel much comfort+d by this
sperch, but mnetering all onr courage, we

3% move asiep. We ourselves were standing
st in the midst of them up toour waists 1n wa-
ter. ¢ Who goes-there 22 we shouted.—

was getting warm.
“I've a notion,” eaid the Yaukee with
. v
sis usual drawl, and apparently only just

. perceived

% -Another volley, and this time not onc hun-

‘dred yards oﬂ? We saw the flashes of the
pieces, and heard voices talkingin a dralect
compounded of French and Indian. We
that we Had to do with Acadians.

perceiving out distress, ** I've a notivu we
had better be movin® out 0 the way o the
fite. Mo, strangers, in with you." And
he helped Carleton and myself into the boat,
where we lay down, and beceme insensible

~trade on after our plain-spoken guide. We
had proceeded but a very short distance in-
to the swamp before we found out tho use

of the torches.  The huge tranks of the cy-



