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ton. Wo have no means of knowing whether it is now in cxistence, and
hence bave not included it in the roll of Normal States.

The experienco of those communities in which these schools have had
4 fair trial is in all respects satisfactory. They havo awakened a new
ioterest in popular education ; they have raiged tho standard of qualifi-
cation; they have improved tho methods of instruction and discipline;
they have aroused & healthful emulation, by generating the true esprit
de corps among teachera ; and they are graduslly elevating their cailing
}!1} tl;}(:{rank and dignity of a leurned profession.—American Educational

onthly. .

—By a decreo of the 41k September last, the Emperor of the French
has direeted that the sum of 100,000 francs, taken annually from the
Fund set apart to assist the communes in building and repairing their
schoolhouses, be applied to the purchase of moveable property for the
teachers, provided the communes defray half the cost of such property,
which shall remain in their possession permanently. The pupil-teachers,
who, under a decree of tho 19th April, 1862, already reccive 100 frs. on
leaviog the normsl schools, will derive especial benefit from this new pro-
vision, The decree of the 4th September also clevates the :ninimum
selaries of the head masters in normal schools from 2,000 frs. to 2,400
frs., and the maximum from 3,000 frs. to 3,600 fri.; while the minimum
salaries of assistant teachers in the same ingtitutions are to be increased
from 1,200 frs. t0 1,400 fra., and the maximum from 1,800 to 2,600 frs.

Notwithstanding all that has been dune tu advance elementary eda-
cation in France, thers are still 1,018 cuminiunes witkout schuuls or the
proper means of conveying iustructivn, 10,119 communes keep therr
schools in buildings reusted fur the purpuse, or uf which the ownershep
is nof vested in them. The number of clildren who ruceive no instruction
i3 600 000 ; and the number of communes possessing libraicies 13 5,000,

The number of elemeatary schotls, 1n 1863, was 82,135, showing an
increase of 16,136 over that returned for 1348 ; and the pupilsin 1862
pumbered 4,731,946 against 3,771,597 10 1848, or an ncrease of 25 per
centin 14:years. To these figures may be added the number of pupls
in the colleges and lyceums or lugh schools, viz : ©2,762, making a total
of 4,794,708,

The mean salary of a common gchool teacher was 665 frs.and 33
centimes ; and 4,736 teachers received salaries less than 400 frances,

Attaching great importance to an effective system of inspection, the
French government will ask, in the budget for 1865, an additional
sum of 10,000 frs. to be devoted to this branch of the service.

“ The country should thoroughly understand,” says the official report
from which we extract the foreguing, ** that tho money spent o the
schools will be saved in the prisons. Two impurtant facts are developed
in our community, viz : the progressive increase of the school going
population, which has reached « million of children since 1848, snd the
decrease of crime” -

ECIENTITIC INTELLIGENCE.

— Dealers in philosophical and optical instruments sell simple storm-
lasses which aro used for the purpose of indicating approaching storms.
QOoe of these consists of a glass tube, about ten ianches in leogth and
threc-fourths of an inch in diameter, filled with a liquid containing
camphor, and having its mouth covered with a piece of bladder perfor-
ated with a needle. A tall phbial will answer the purpose as well as the
ten-inch tubs. The composition placed within the tube consists of two
drachms of camphor, half a dsachm of pure saltpetre and half a drachm
of muriate of atnmonia, pulverized and mixed with about two ounces of
proof spirits. Tho tube is usually suspended by a thrcad near & windorw,
and the functions of its contents arcas follows:—If the atmosphere is
dry and the weather promises to bo settled, the solid parts of the cam-
phor in the liguid contained in the tube will remaia at tho boitom, and
the liquid above will beqgnite clear; but on the approach of a change to
T8in, the solid matter will gradually rise, and small crystalline stars will
float about in the liquid. On the approach of high winds, the solid parts
of the camphor will rise in the form of leaves aud appear near the sur-
face in a stato resembling fermentation. These indications are some-
times manifested licenty-four Acurs before n storm breaks out! After
some experience.in obsercing the motions of the camphor matter in the
tube, the magnitede of & coming storm may be estimated ; also its
direction, inasmuch as the particles lia closer together on that side of
the tube that is opposile to that from which the coming storm will
approach. Tho cause of some of 1hese indicationsisas yet urknowa;
but tle leading principlo is the solubility of camphor in alcohol, and its
insolubility in water, combined with the fuct that the dricr the atmos-
phere the more aqucous vapor does it tako up, and vice versa.— Upper
Canada Journal of 4rts and Manufactures.

— At a 1ato meeting of tho Natural History Society, 2 communication
was zcad from Rev. Mr. Constabell of Clarcoceville, deseribing the
ravages of an insect whose larva burrows in the maple leaves, cutting
out circalar picces, which are used as coveriogs to protect the larva
while cating the_parenchyma of the leaf.

From the specimens exhibited, it sppeared that the insect is a litile

moth, Orniz acerifoliella of Fitch, well known in tho State of New York,
though apparently not hitherto recorded in Canada, Fitch states that
it is not ordinarily very destructire, but that in some seasons it appears
in great numbers, and inflicts considerable ravages, cgpecially on
detached maple groves. He recommends that cattle should be turned
iuto_the affected groves in autumn, in the hope that their treading
would destroy the pupa, which at that season are lying on the ground,
wrapped in their coverlets of cut leaves.— Canadian Naturalist,

— M. J. Duboscq has contrived for the French theatre a method of
imitating tho ratabow, of which Cosmaos speaks very highly. He employs
an clectric light, obtained with the mid of 100 Bunsen clements, The first
lenses of his uptical apparatus render the rays from this source parallel,
and trapsmit them through a rainbow-shaped hole in a screen to a double
convex lens of very short focus, from which they pass to a prism, and
emerge with sufficient divergence to make an effective rainbow ona
screen about six yards off. This rainbow is sad 10 be brilliant even when
the whole scene is lit up.—Intellcctuul Observer.

S8TATISTICAL INTELLIGEXCE,

— By the census of the United States for 1860, it appears that of
27,489,461, — the total population of jree cilizens — 4,136,175 are of
forcign birth. The numbers in 1850 were 19,987,571, and 961,719. [tis
therefore flain that the immigrativn has increased in an astomshing
ratio. The population of German birth who, in 1850, numbered only one-
half that of Irish birth, is almost as numcivus now. The following 13
a list of the different nationalities in the order in which they aro
represented : Natives of Ircland, 1.611,304, Germang, 1,301,136, Bug-
land, 431.€92, British America, 249,078, France, 109,87, Scuilund,
108,518; Switzerland, Wales, Norway, China, 35,563, the remainder
of the population of foreign birth being divided betiveen Holland, Mexico,
Sweden, and Italy. The greatest number of foreigners reside in the Stato
of New York ; the smallest in Delaware The State of New York has in
round numbers a million ¢f foreigners, that is one-fuurth f the whole,
The States where the greatest numoer of Germans are found ars New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Iilinois, Wisconsin, and Missouri.

— In Great Britain ana Ireland, there are 877,000 more females than
males ina population of 29,000u0y, while 1n the United States of o
}otal populution of 31,000,0u0, there are 73v,000 mmore males than
emales.

— Immigration from all fureign countrics to the Tnited States bas
been &3 follows, for the decenuial periods ending ia June.

552,000
1,558,300
2,707,624
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

TaBLE of the Apportionwent of the Superior Education Fund
for 1863, under the Act 18th Vie., Cap. 54.

List No. 1.—UXNIVERSITIES.
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