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artificial value given ta sortie descriptions of furs, ini civilizei f ife,
brouglît quantities of filie most prcious kinds and bartoed ilicîn
away for Europcaîîi trhîkets and clieap conimodities. Immnse
profits vrere finis mîade by fic( curly traders, anîd flic trafic was pur-
sued witlî avidafy.

As filec valtbîo fins stoî becanie iscarco in tite sioighibortioodl
of tlie seftlcmcîîîs, flic Indians of the vicinity xwcre sinulafcd 10 t
lako a %vider range in flîcir litinfing cxpediiiois ; fhoy %vere
gcîîcrally accompanicd on iliese expeditions by some of filie traders
or ilicir dopeiîdents, %vite shareui in filie toils aîidjporils of flic chaso,
and ai flic same time made ilîcînselves acquaintcd with the best
litinîing anîl trapping grounds, and wvitl filc remoit ribes, whfoin
flic> ciicouraged ta britig their peit ries tfli te ettlements. In titis
ivay tlic frade augincnfcd, and %vas drawui front remote quarter; ta
Mlotfreai. Every nov and thion a large body of Otf avas, Hurons,
and olher t rities who îuiited filie cunf ries bordering on file greaf

laewould corne down nit a s quadron of lrnght carioes, laiten w'îf f
beavcr skiuis, atid other spoils or thetir year's fîuriting. Thie camues
would u unladcîi, Inkon on shore, and their contets disposed il%
order. A camp uf bircli bark %vouid be pitelied ousside ci flic fowîî,
and a kind of primaitive fair opcîîcd %vith tlîat gravi) ceremnonial so
dear fo dia Indians. An audience iwould be dernandcd of fie
govcrnor-general, wvho would lîold the confcrencc svitlî becoming
state, sented in lan elbow chair, vilî filic Idialis rangcd! in seinî-
circles biefore Maii, seaied aii flic roinsd, and iifcntly smnok:n«g ilîcir
Pipes. Spec11esL, vouî Uciae rsttsceaged, avnd flic
auclieice ool ra p in uîniversal good humer.

Now %votid eîîstu a brink traffie %viili flic merc!ianfs, nit ait
M.ontreal %votld lie alive vitlî zîaked Iuiîdars ruiiîiîîî froin sio pi
fo slîop, bargainiiîg fur arins, koîf les, kinives, axes, blankets, brîglit-
colored Juilîs, aînd cîfier articles of use or lîîîîcy ; upoti ail %vlîîcfCi,
sayi an olii Frenîch writer, tic merclîns %,rare sure Io clear ai
Icasittwo hîundred per cent Tiere wvas îîo* înoncy îîsed in f lus
fraffic, and, afier a finie, ail jîaymcîf Ini cpirituouis liquors %vis
proliibited, ini cotîseueucce of the franîjo and lnglît!îîl cxcesses anîd
bloodv brwslîc le vert apt to occasion.

Tlîéir %vanf s atiti caprices boit)«-, supplied, t key would take ]cave
or thue governor, ,tri c 0 lieir fenfs, ]lutncli ffîir caîioes, an.i ply flieir
way up 1 lie Oltaiva li flic lakes.

A Iîecw and anuittià..tlous class oi in gradually grcxv out o! tbis
trade Tliese w-ca çalled coureurs~ des bois, rangers of the %voods;
origiîîaily metn wvito iad accompaied fthe Indians iii their litititiict
expeditioiîs, anîd made tlîcrnsolves acquaiîîted %stlit remote tratcts5
-iid tribes; and w-ho tiov becamne, as il %verc, pedlers of the %vil-
deintess. Tliese in ivculd set out from Montreal w-if f cances
%voit -tocked vriih goodls, wifi armns and ammunition, and w-euh
miake i lîcir way op file î1ri.y and wvanderîtîg rivers f fiat interface
thît vast totesî4 or flic Caliad'is,, coasfîug the mosi reoite f akes,
and creaiing new wanfs anud habitudes aitiong fic natives. Some-
fîmes thcy sojofirncd for inontîts atnoîî ilium, assîmtfafîng f0 flîcîr
iastes and Jiabi :, %vtîih the hîappy f.%cîlity of Freîucliman ;%dcopfîng
in sainie degrec the Indian Jliesb, unîd îîoi unfrequeiy takili-, ta
themnselve.t mnian %vives.

Ttvclve, fifîeeti, cightecii mnouîhs %vould offeiî clapse %vithout any
liding±s of thora, tvlieîx fhey %vould conte sweeping tuieir way dIotn
the Otîava ini faiui gc, their cancs zaden dowîî witlî packs of
buaver skins. Nnw came iheir fora ror revoir)- and extravagance.

«You wonld bc amazeul," z3ays an ohd wrifcr already quotcd, - if
you saw lîow lcwa thiese pedllers are w-hon tlicy return ; how ihey
fecast anti gamne, and liov prodiîcal thcy arc, îlot only in ilicîr clothes,
but tipon their sweetberrs. 'Sncll o! them as are marrîi have
the tvisdom to retire Io i heir own haute:,; but ftle bachetors acf
jiibt aq an La.st Iniaman and pirates arc .vfnt Io do; for thev lavtst.
ont, drink, and play aIl away as ioîg as dice goods heud ctiii andi
w-o heuîcse are gonu, thcy eveit self t hest çnmbreîder., fhuir*lacer
andI their cloilies. This donc, ilîey are forc- utpon a new voyage
for subsisîeiîce.'>

'Many of ihese coureurs des bois becauuc sa accustorned te fthc
ladiati mode cf living, and flic perfect freedorn o! the vildcrtess,
that ihey lost ail relisýh ror civif:zafion, ard idleinificd fliemselves
%vith ihe savages ainong viom tluey dlwelt, or couuld oly bc dis-
tingiiished from i lîem ýy supertor b îcenfoîustess. Tfieir condoci
nnd example ,radti.-l;y corrupted thie nativeq, anud îmnpeded the
%worksq o! Ille C.-tiolnc missionaries, w-ho iverc at ihis lune prose-
cuitiiig- fheir piouï labors in the wiads cf Canada.

To check these abuses, anud ta pîcteci the fltr trade from various
Wègeularifies prac.isedl Uv ilhse lause aiventurers, un caler mua
issilcuil by ii Fiench goverament probibîuing ail] persons, on pain
of denth, fi-m trading mie flhc interier of the country ivithouît a
licence. Z

Thece licences xvere gtaated in-Nrizing by the gevernor genersi,

and at fi-af %vero given oîîîy ta persans cf rcapectability; ta gentle-
mcii of brokei fortunes; to ohd ofliccrs of file armiî, %%-fio f ad familier,
to proviulo for; or to theoir wvidow8. EaohlIicenso permnitted filc
lfitinig out of iwo largo caisoes %vif il marchiandise for flle lakes, anud
no îîîore th liariffty-liîc ficetîses weru Io bc isfii ini ore )-car. By
degrecq, liwcvr, privaf e f icuises %vec alzo grani, atnu flic
nuinber raplidly ilreaseul. Tliose %vfio diii lot clîoosc to it ont flic
uaxpedîfioîis ffîemscfî'cs, %veto permittcd f0 tell ilicin fo flic muer-
chante ; iliese ernîployed flic coureurs des bois, or rangecrs cfilhe
%,.oods, to undert;ike filc long voyages oit aliaros, auâ ffius filc
abuses oi tlie old ï3ystcm verc revivedi anti conued.

The pions missioîîarier., employed b>' flic Roman Catfiolie cîturcli
t0 convoi-t flic Indiama, did cvery tfîiîg ini tlieir powecr to coiînteract
flic protligaey caiuedl and propagafed by t liesc- mcn in flic lîcari cf
flic Tvflries ho Cailiolie chatpe miglit ofteif be seen planfcdl
be.Mdethe tlcradinîg lious;e, and iÙ8 spire sitrzounfeil by a cross,
toweriiig frein filc isfç cf an Indiari village, on the batiks- cf a
river or a lake. 'lflie iniesioiis hait olfen a benteficial effect en file
rimple colis of the forcs, but lîad litile power over ii renegades
huem civilization.

At Ictigil it %vas founil iiccessary, f0 cstablish fortificd poof s at
flic cenfluence cf flie iivers and filc- Jakes for iltu prfcctionî olcf h
trade, anîd thec restraitit o! thiese prollignafes of flic %viidcrness. The
most imporan cf these vas af MichilimaiLitae, sifuated nt the
straif of Ille samne maille, w-hidi counicefs Lakes Hluroni and Ilchi-
gai. f becamue flic greili inferior mart andi place of deposif, and
s-ome o! thc regular rnerchanis w-ho proscuteul ilie traîle in person,
tînder flicir f icense, fcrmed establishiments flore. Thiis, fo, %vas

arellde7VOUS for filic rangers of tiie w-oids, as w-cil thlose svioe came
uap %vitli goods frcm Monifreal as tliose w-ho retcrned %vith pcf tries
from tf.àe-interior. liera ticw expeitions xvcie filf cd oui anud Iook
their departure for Lake ihanand flic 1Mi,ýÀssippi; Lake
Superier anîd fthe iorfhwesf ; an ier thre f peltries biouglit iin
i-dura v.ce embarked for 2>c1ntrcal.

The Fri-cieli merchant ai lis trading pi, iii the.-e prmifivc days
cf Catiada, w-as a Land of commercial pafriarcli. W11iih the fax
hiabifs aund eas>' familiarify of lits race, hc had a fifnfie worid cf self-
indulgenice atîc anisi-ule around limi. He fîad f is clerkse cance-
mii, antt retainors o! ail kinis, Nvlio liveti %ili hijas on fermas o!
peilect sociability, tlvays cal lîng himn by his Christ ian rinteo
nor w-as flîcre ever .vauîing a fouting train et Indiatis, lianging
about fuie estublîslîînetîfs, cating and drinking- ai fus expense
in tite iiiîcrvalis c! thieir hunuxng expeilitiens.

Thîe Canadian ftraders, for a flong lime, liai troubfesine ccm-
et itor-3 in flic Brifisli morchais cf Newr-York, w-ho inveiffled the

lnwan lîtînters and flic coureurs des bois to tfieir posts , and traici
w-if h them on mnore favorable tcrms. A qtill more formidable
opposit ion %vas orcanized in the Hudson B3ay Compaiy, chartcred
Uy -Char'les Il, ;n i670, vriti file exclusive privilege of csfablislnng
tradi~bue i lcsoe ffla a and ifl f ribufary rivera;

a rv-g vihlt> ao rnaintaincd f0 tlie present day. Be-
fýoe wc i lis Iiritîh oman and flic Frenchi merchant s of Canada,
fenîds andi co.f est s arabe ab.out allegcdl infringemcitts o! territorial
liinits, andf acts of violence and blooclshed cctirreu bettveea fheir
agents.

l 1762. the French lest possession cf Canada, andl the traie
tell principally into flic banda cf Blritish subjecis. Fur a irne,
liowever, it shrua, ifhin narrow fimits. The cf i coureurs des
bous %vcro brok-en up andi disperscd, or, whierc, ihey coutil be met
witît, wcere slov; te iccustom iliemst.cvts to the habits and inannt.ra
cf t heir flritislî etaployers. Thcy iîsseui flic frecdom, intdulgence,
and f.imiliaril), o! fliecf id Frenchi trading lieuses, and diii tit ro'ish
flt«ic sbtr exacttie,.s, reEerve, anud inuiluci of the iiev-camers. Tho
l3nieind ruerzo, fou, svcre ignorant cf flie coun!ry, and isfrust fui cf
flic nafivest. Tlucy liail reasûn to be s0. The treachercus and
blooci> afflaira cf Detrocit and Miliiacia howed faem flhe
lorking 14ostility clierished. by the savages, w-ho liai tee long been
faught by t he Fi-ch fa rega.rd flîcmi as enemieca«.

It sas îuot unfîll fhe year 1766, tiraf the trade regained ifs ald
channels; but if %vas filien pursued vrith inuch avidif>' and emula-
tien b>' itudividual, xerchanis, anti eoon tran-cended ifs former
houais.. Expeditions were fitfed oui by various persons from
Meiuireal andi ?dicîilîinaclcinac, and rivalships and jealousies cf
course cusuci. The f rade w-as injored Ly thuir artifices te onf-
biti and urudermine each other ; iîxe, luiians wveie deb-aucheti by
the sale cf spirituotis Jiquora, whlich had been prnhiihitci, underI the Frenchi robe. Sceaca of driinkennesc, brefality, and brawl
1 Nere the eoascqueace, in tie Indian villages and around thé
itrading lieuses; *whilo bloedy feuds teek place beiw-oen ivai


