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that, instead of war between them, they will unite in war against common
foes of God and man, and all the powers of darkness. To rend such na-
tions usunder is to rend the cross itself, inwoven with their common
fabrie of history out of crimson threads dyed by the blood of martyrs
which belong alike to both countries.

T'v follow a five days® meeting or series of meetings and give a detailed
neeotint of them is of course inpracticable in these pages. All we aim to
do in to gketeh the main features «f the gathering as a whole, reproducing
wholly or in part some of the main addresses or papers, and especially giv-
ing the solid nuggets of suggestion and information which constitute the
richest contribution to the general cause of missions. The Philharmonic
Hall, where these monster meetings were held, was found singularly adapt-
ed to the purposc. It has a capacity for about three thousand, and was
filled at cach service. Mr. Donald Fraser, himself the main organizer of
the convention, and a student, presided at the gencral meetings, and very
simply and sensibly, without sclf-intrusion or ncedless ceremony. This
relieved the meetings of the useless form, so often a weariness, of having
some distinguished man in the chair, who is expected to make a speech and
to whom some vote of thanks, with onc or more specches in support of the
motion, must afterward be made.

The exercises, promptly begun and carried on without delay, in few
cascs outlasted one hour and three quarters at any one session, averaging
throo hulf-hour addresses at each meeting.

Iivery day opened with an hour of prayer, and uniformly these meetings
proved fully attended and of deep interest. This was one of the most
hopeful signs of the whole conference. Wherever a spirit of qrace and

of supplication is not first poured out, no other blessing of a permunent sort .

ever follows, The Church is slow to Iearn this; but it is one of God's
primavy lessons. 1le will be inquired of, and recognized as the source of
ull blossing. 1f our dependence is on human planning and organizing, on
cloquent xpeaking and literary attraction, on claborate cntertamnments and
artistic music, on human patronage and sccular mcthods, there may be ap-
parent guccess and a demoustrative enthusiasm, but it is all like a flash
from powder in the pan, and carries no lasting propuisive force.

In no convention to our remembrance has every step seemed more mani-
featly a step forward, and it must needs he so where the spirit of prayerful
dependence on God is first of all cultivated. Noisy applause, which so
frequently begets uproar and confusion, and both interrupts and sometimes
confusey & speaker, became more and more distasteful as the presence ot
the Spirit of God grew more vividly real, and both speakers and hearers
scemod to feel His invisible control. There was also singular freedom
from all attempts at ambitious intellectualism—the display of rhetorical
firoworks, set specches, learned essays, grandiloquent srations—none of
theso hnvo hud any place in these assemblies.  Siwplicity, solidity, spiritu-
ahty, tho practical truth fitted for young men and women cmerging into
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