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In another aspect that reply is a terrible castigation. Long before
“K.” gets through, hie vietim is, figuratively speaking, dead under
the scourge ; and we wonder why the whipping goes on, unless it be on
the principle of the boy who kept on beating a dead dog, because, as he
said, ‘“he wanted to show all living dogs that there is punishment
after death.” We hesitate to refer further to the Canon’s essay, for it
is not magnanimous to kick a foe who is already Zors du combat, not to
gay lifeless. But while an author may not be worth notice, his false and
fallaci-ns statements and inferences may demand contradiction and
exposure, We may not hope to overtake error, which ““runs around
the carth while truth is pulling on his boots,” but we will do what we
can to undo the mischief already wrought. Even out of the bramble
may come a fire which, if not quenched, shall devour the cedars of
Lebanon ; and so we undcrtake to address to candid mindssome of the
mighty facts and weighty considerations which, to every carefu.
observer, are a triumphant vindication of missions.

It neceds but little learning and less logic to see that the basis, on
which the Canon rests the great missionary failure, is nnsound. It will
not bear investigatidn., First, as to the facts, so far as they are facts,
there is nothing new. No intelligent student of Christian missions is
taken by surprise or trerbles with alarm. The main body of the
statements, based on comparative statistics, the most ardent advocates
of missions, and even missionaries themselves, have not only conceded
but furnished. He who has read Christlieb and Croil, Anderson and
Stevenson, George Smith and Thomas Smith, Gammell and Goodell,
Laurie and Livingstone, Bainbridge and Bartlett, Doolittle and Dor-
chester, Warneck and Wilder, Gordon,Cumming and James Johnston,
has seen these € vital statistics,” facts and figures, fully set forth ; in-
decd to Dorchester’s ¢ Religious Progress” and Johnston’s ¢ Century
of Christian Progress,” Canon Taylor probably owesno little of his own
material. But while we concede the facts we dispute the inferences.
Many a good scientist or statistician proves & poor philosopher or logi-
cian ; and even those who have gathered and classified these very facts
follow them with no such induction, as is plain from their attitude
toward missions, some of them being the foremost leuders and most
eloquent pleaders of the whole mission host !

That is a false maxim that ¢ facts and figures cannot lie.” They
may be arrayed in g garb so delusive, and arranged in a relation so de-
ceptive, as to justify the quaint counter-saying, that ¢ nothing can be
made to lie so badly as figures, unless it be facts.” For instance, the
increase of population is contrasted with the increase of Christian con-
verts, and the former is shown to outstrip the latter by ten millions &
year ; and this is one of this Canon’s shots, by which he proposes to
demolish Christian missions. But look at the comparative agencies

producing these respective vesults, Suppose we estimate the unevan-




