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Yea, I have spoken,
I viîll also execute;
I have purposed.
I will also perforrn."

EIere is ashort, majestic, sublime poem. It prescrits Jehiovah as beyond
comparison. B-e purposcs froin ef.ernity ; and fromn the beginninge of the
agres forecasts and foretells the end, mysteriously predicting events abso-
lutely witbiout any precedent, not only unaccornplishced as yet, but, hiuranly
speaking, impossible of acconupi ishiment. .And yet the immutable, inscrutable
Cod, vvith whiom nothing is impossible, confidently says, " MY connel shail
stand firm, alnd ail limun counsel cannot overthirow it, and ail MY pleasure
shiah issue in performance." Jehovali inuts thiat Hie %vi!l flot only do ini-
credible, things, but -%vill use straxige instruments, as whien le calis froni
the E ast Cyrus, wvhose emblem ani ensigyn was the golden ecgle, wlhom HIe
girded for his workz wlien as yet lie knew Hum not. And so, from the
very beginning of the *wvorld age, ail God's %vorks have been clearly and
closely plan ned in Blis mmnd, and mian caunnot bringr thora to noueght. Bven
opposers shall be muade unconsciousiy cooperators, and prove theinselves
raiscdl up, ]ike Pharaohi, thiat God mighlt in thein show forth Bis power'
and by thenu execute Ris pleasure. M-1ule hieathien godlsare lpiess and
cannot help, suient and canmtot speakz, motionless and caninot corne to the
rescue, and have to be carried by thecir blind votaries, Ood will liear and
lp, and bear Bis people as in Ris own arrus and on His own boson.

The botter rcnderingY of the text probabiy is, " Saith the Lord, doing
ail things kîrown from the aile." But the great fundamental thouglit is
etially unmistakable.

This verse, as used in the fifteentli chapter of the Acts, concludes a
series of enuphatie, statemnents iutended to prescrit GOD before us as the
one ana ouly actor or agent in missions, ail othier seenuin-g agencies being
but instruments. Ia no one passage of Scripture is the DIVINE. FACTOR,

muade so prominent, and in so rcpeated. formns. Ia chrapter 13 :1-4 wve
bave the biriltkotr of missions, and the JIoly Spirit is thec oncforemost
personage in the transaction.

<The floly Ghost said, Separate ite Barnabas and Paul,
For the work wliereurto I have called thein.

So they, being sent forth by thre Boly Gliost, departcd."

From this point on, the one grtmat Divine power and presence are contin-
Ually before us, and even. Paul and Barnabas secin insignificant, like stars
that fade in the suu's presence. Lt is the Word of God %vliicll i spoken.
The Itand of the Lord is upon Bl ymas, thie sorcerer, in biis biindness, and
the doctrine of thre Lord astonishes the deputy, Sergius Paulus. Tt is thre
9race of Gvd in wlici IPaul and ]3arnabas persuade conuverts to continue.
It is thie eornnand of the Lord whichi is urged as the basis of missions;
it is t'he decrec of God which is fulfilcd in belicviug souls ; it is thre >Spïi
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