
Tlie Mistace.

!t.ve annihilated ber wvhere ahostood. It wvas
meant ta tell her that site was a vite ani
îlitllegs woman. But instead of doing this,

= jr only mnode ber laugh the louder. She
could not help it, for hier life, much Us she
rcally did foc! for the battered condition of the
uibrtunate youth.

At Iength eie said, witli more -ravity than
-ho liad hitl erto been able to comnand-

"Hae ye beon fcchtin, John?"
John had ag-ain. recourse ta the look of ex~-

preasion ; but, on this occasion, condesended
aiso ta speak :

",Yes, 1 hae becn fechtin," hie raid c-tcrnly
-ivad ye like to ken what it was tbr V"
1,'ma nae ivay curious,"1 replied Lizzy,

ucily-oflFsîxded at Johns unwonted marin-
ner.
"lNo-I dare say no," replied Johin. ~

fai'ry ye tbink the less ye hear aboot it the
beter."'
Il ndeed, I'm just o' that mind,John," said

4izzy, carelersly.

"Ye're a faurc-heartcd woman,"1 replied
chi, onspbatically, neticci at lier cool et-

cotery, as ho deemed; -. ' and litt1o credit
e y this nichit's vark, tak rny word fus-

bat--iL. rays littie for )-e,"

"lOh, then, im thinkint- iL rhould ray less
or you, John, wl thae 1eairfu een o' yours.
ian, ye're just a ricbt. to bce cen."1
"lAn't.vha bas thse ivyto o' that, yc Iiiiiîess

ioman that ye are?" demanded Johin, tri-
mphiantly.
"lThora that madie yc that ivay, nacn <bot.
ut iviierein bac 1 been faithis to ye, my
-,n, Johin?" replicd Lizzy, laughing, and
roeeding- with her work.

"lYo deeeitful woman that ye are !" ex-
laimed John, in the utmost indignation, 'do
e moan ta tell me to my face that ye dinna
en? Do ye mnean ta ray that ye'rc uncon-
.;ious o' hacin gien me oîîy ofiènce ; that ye
aena been decoivin me; and while ye war
iein me yer band, gien yer beart to anither?
ut it's3a Gude's mcrcy 1 bac farsd ye or in
ne. Mind, Lizzy," ho added, with a
ainer ivhich ho moant to hc uwfully im.-
reuive, I' ve dune -%vil ye frac this nicht

~aôt.Yc slial[ nover noo bo wile o'
line. Thats -i' ovro; sa you and Tara
omve may buckle to whan ye flike-and the
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rooner ye gang and t-sLk consolation fite hlmt
the botter.",

Lizzy, as %vell she unight, %vas conlbunded
by this sohomn abjuration, of wliichi sho could
by no nieans conjecture the cause; nor tvotuld
ber muaideîuly pride permit lier ta asc any ex-
planation, or to gratify Johin by any attempt
at doing a;vay the erroneous impressions un,
der whichi she sav ho tabou redal though she
could not conceive in wvbat these impressions
bad erigiziated. Slie mnerely,tlîerefore,blushed
eliglîItly fbr an instant on being- thug assailed,
and replied, %viti atoss of ber heati-that sbe
did not sec that thse losing- of hmr (moaniuug,

fi course, the aibresaid Johin Stobie) was a
rnatter iieriii she needed the consolation of
anybody; it wvas but a smail afiir-not wvorth
rpoakiuug about; and added-

cgBu~t, il'I nceded consolation o' any kînd,
I dinna lion if I couid gang ta a botter hand
thars Tant D)owvio." Lizzy bad discovered
this wu s a rare point; zo rie probed ir.

This reply %vas altogether too insulting- a
one ta admit af aîîy answer. The masy ci.
frontery of' iL-rbe cold blooded, hare-faccd
heartiezsness wvhich iL discovered-in truth,
doprived Johin altogether of the power of
Fpeech. lie, therefore, though hoe tbouzght
much, said nothing, but, taking up a candle,
retired to the littie out bouse wbere ho slept.
But, alas! it was flot ta steep tat John re-
fired-ir -sas te tbink ont the treacbery et
ivomaitkirud, and ai Uzzy Lumsden ins par-
ticular. John, in truth, passed a miserablo
night. Ho toiEedl and tumbled, during- tbe
long lioars of darliness, and hung weeping
ami gyroaning over the ruina af* his air-built
castles af bappiners. John's pf-ace of' mind,
ia short, was 0,one-irrecoverably gone.

We bave shewn that the cruelly deccivcd
laver slcpt net a wink during the wbo!c ar
ibis unhappy riight; and wvc lave noiv to add,
that neither did Lizzy ; for lise was by no
means se indiflèrent ta Jolia's feelings assise
had affected ta ho; and an iintense anxiety aad
painftil curiosity ta knoiv the meaning aé bfis
myster-tous upbraidingetormerîted ber durîng
tho whole ni.gbt. She thoughtoalaI she bad
raid and dane, as far back as her memnory
could carry btr, ta sec il she could discover
any thing that could possibly Lave givon rise
ta the strangely altercd temper af ber lover
towards lier; but ric couid d iscove, nerhing
-nothing wvlatover. But oral! the puzzling
circumo.tances iii this puzzling- 1-ffdîr, by fiar
the most obscure and perplexing ta Lzzy,


