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that gross immonalitics are favourable to repentance and faith,
or that if the seribee and pharisces had ndded gross immoralities
to their other sins, they would be in & more hopeft! state. I think
Tie wicans that in coneequence of their enjoying grester advan.
tages, ngainst which they hardened themselves, they were in a
moro hopeless condition. In proportion to the varioty of mon's
wins, and tho frequency with which they commit the same eins,
the more hardened they must be—the moro they are confirmed in
varions evil habits ; aud these sins and habits may-be compared
to the numcrous and strong ronts of a tree, by which it is fixedin
tho carth, rather than to the branches, which catch the stormy
wind, and cxposo it to be overthrown.

The word of God is addressed to men as rational creaturea, and
to consider, understand, and believe it, are the highest, the no.
blest, and happicst oxersists of their rational powers, But the
use of all intoxicating drinks, by injuring the brain, tends to  do-
stroy men's rational facultics in a way which no other sin docs'
There is, therefore, there must, humanly speaking, be more hopo
of a temperato man's being brought to repentanee, than of a
man who stupifics himself with drink. It is more casy to get the
former to hear the gospel : ond allowing both come, and both are
in some measure picreed by the sword of the Spirit, thete is more
rcason to hopo that tho temperate tnan may be persuaded to flee
to Chirist for peace, than the man who is accustomed to go for
relief to the bottle.  Wo might ask A whother the greatest num.
ber of drunkards are brought to repentance and faith mi Christ, in
places where the gospel is preached, and temperance societics
flourish, or in places whero his plan is followed ?  This ques-
tion 13, I think, answered by facts, und by these {acts God shows
his approbation of temperance societics ; and, therefore, it may be
raid, that in as far as he approves of them, those who oppasz
them, howcever good their motives may be, are, m so far, opposing
him.

Are there not degrees of wickedness, and these to meet with
different degrees of punishment 7 s it not better, or o Jess evil,
that unbelicvers should be sober, than that they should be drunk.
arde, and e nuisince and a curse ta their familics and all about
them. Would not A prefer a sober or honest unboliover for 2
nesghbour or servant, rather tnan a drunkard or u thief ?

What A sags of tho importance und necessity of directing sin.
ners to Christ is very true, and his zeal for this very commenda.
ble, as you have admitied ; but the clearest view and deepest
conviction of this grand truth, ave perfectly consistent with the
mnost carncst appeals to men, before they belicve the gospel, and
in order thet they may, in a sane mind, come to hear and b-lieve
it, to give up that which is hardening them ugainstﬂthc gospel. I
think ministers and Christians who are most carnest in promoting
temperance, are as careful in insisting on the nccessity of repen.
tance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus, a change
of heart and conversation becoming the gospel, as any of those
swho in silence are suifering intemperance and drunkenness to de-
soletothe land. The prophets and apostles did not scruple to
warn wicked men against particular vices or sins,  Isainh ex-
horied the wicked to forsake his way, &c., and Paul says, “ Be
not drupk with wine,” and * Let him that stole steal no more.”
Aund he is saying so still to every drunkard and cvery thief who
reads or hears the Bible.  Rut they did not give uny encourage.
ment to sinners to rest in such partia. r¢formations, neither dothe
1most zealous advocates for temperance 'nd temperance societics.
If trmperance bo a good thing, it s aleo guod that men should
unite in promoting it, for no good causc can be promoted with
sucress without union.

But A finds fault for calling shstinence from intoxicating drinks
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temperance, becauso Paul mentions temporance among s frult
of the Spirit--Gul. v. 23. By this, however, ho has given ano.
ther proof of his taking a narrew, partial view of the subject, or
of the scriptures.  Ho need not bo more scrupulous than Paul in
the choice of words.  Ho will not say that shess referred to by
Paul (1at Cor. ix. 25) had the Spirit of Christ, yot Paul says thoy
were ** temperate in all things.” They know that it was for their
health and strength to be e, and this is n good argumient in fi.
vour of temperance, proving that it is at least a benevolent thing
to promoto it. I shall only romarh that tho scrupulosity which
A seems to labour undor, is a dangerous thing—loading mon to
think that thero is a lion in tho way, or even in the street, when
or where there is none.  Mon aro also in danger of ascribing it to
superior discernment, enabling themn to distinguish things with
great accuracy, and thus puff’ them up with self.coneeit, which
leads them to despiso or pity othors as fur Leneath or behind
them. T do not judge A, or charge him with this, but only speak
of the natural tendency of things.

I wrote the above, not having the Advocate for July 15 at
hand, having only a very imperfect recollection of ..s contents,
and thought that A did not obscrve Paul's using the word * tem-
perate” in st Cor. ix. 25 ; but 1 sco ho refers to the words, quoting
thom * temperance in ull things,” tnd he does #- to justify him.
self in passing sentonce of condemnation on temperance men, for
applying, us he seys, to abstinencs from intoxicating drinks tho
terms which Paul applies to the fruits of the Spirit. Now this is
astonishing in a men who has como forward tc teach and reprove
others, and shews how very unfit he is for the task—how little at.
tention he has paid to the connection and meaning of scripture ;
otherwisc that text is the last in all the Biblo he would quote for
such a purpose, as it justifies our applicaticn of the word tempe-
rance, for the persons of whom Paulsays that they were * {empe.
rate in all things,” were not regenerate men. e contrasts their
object with his own—* Now thoy do it to obtain a corruptible
crown, but we an incorruptible.”

He becomes more bitter and confident as he goes forward,
which is quite consistont and natural, that the more errar he pours
forth, the more ho should imbibo the spirit of it. He speaks with
the utmost conterapt of any reformation, which comes short of
regeneration § sa that, though temperance societies wore all com-
posed of beliczers, it would not sercen them from his reproof.
According to his theory, the great and goud Wilberforce acted
foolishly, however seriptural his arguments o ainst slavery might
be ; for he ought first to have preached the gospo! to the British
parhament, till they would believe, and then tell them that they
cught to abolish slavery ! But had he and his helpers done so,
how much more evil would havo been done, und how much good
would have been prevented, for some years back, in the West
Indics ?

The use of intoxicating drink produces and perpetuates a more
dreadful kind of elavery than that which he so nobly and success-
fully opposed ; but no matter, let it alone—let distillers, and
brewers, and tavern.koopers, carry on their work of pollution and
death, and make more drunkurds, and fill the couniry twith
crimes and miscries till they heliove the gospel,  Such is the ten.
dency of zome parts of this tract, for which, I have no doubt, thoss
who make gain of this infamous trade, will drink his health and
suceess to his tract.

“ A" condemns much higher authority than that of Wilber.
force and the leaders in the temperance reformation.  The pro-
phets Jaboured much against the ancient idolatry in Ysrael—they
warned them aguinst burning incense to other gods ; God sent

them to do se.  He suys—(Jor. xiiv, 4)— Howbeit I sent you
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