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thcir condition is fixed for ever, wheti-
er for woal or woc.

This is a viewv of our condition which
ought nevertobe abscntfrom our inis:
for it is in proportion as wu realize it,
that wvo wii! act suitabiy to thc end oi
our becbg. Anci it is a view which
ought more especialiy with governing
influence te rule iii us your guides te
imniortality, andI te acconîpany us in av-
ery word t.hat we speak in publiecndcv-
ery di.zcourse that wc prepara in private
for your instruction; se titat wo may
appear before you as icmeurtal beings
addrcssing ticir fclioîv immertais, and
acquit oursclvcs of the soeîinn respen-
sibiiity which rcsts upon us as watch-
mcn in laraci, îvho ]lave tu rendcr su
strict an accecînt. The werds af aur
tut arc a pecuiiarly awa1.iening cal! an
-us su te do; fer thcy wcrc delivereci
undcr circumstanccs cf ne erdinary se-
lemnity. Al t.le visions cf titis myste-
rious bock were at length unfeided te
the Apesties. The page of tic futurc
Histary ai the Churc!. was sprcad out
befare bum in ail its chcqueraid celaurs
of liglit andI shade. 11e sav the cen-
il.ict between trutit andI errer, light andI
îlarkness, frem Uthc birth ai Christianity
te the consutmatica of ail things;-_
te alternate successes and reverses,
but the final triumpl i ofith cause ai
1lcaven; lie saw ail titis bera lus as-
tenished vision, with tic varions mani-
festations ar character wiîich it ivas the
occasiont ef calii ferti,-tlhe ch i ty-
r*flny, tho grindiiîg oppression, the im-
pure idolatry of the ciiemires of Christ,
on anc aide, an the etiier, ti.c ttiist-crv-
ing leyalty, the undying attachainîtt ai
the perecuteci yct perscve.-ing, iriendcs
af Jeanls, througiîent the %Viîule rercci
oi the evtntftil canfliet. Ilere thon,
thc angel unfolds Ulic visions tu tie in-
apireci prephet, or (whîat is mare pro-
bable frarn verses 12, IS,) Jestis Christ

hiniseii, tise great Angel cr tise Cave-
nant. wvhoi thce visions niainly respect-
ed, stops fertia; andI as John was cn the,
point cf scaing thein, says, "lScal net
tie saying of tile Prophccy of tis Boo-,
for the tîuîc is ait Jianci." The un-
chitatîgabie issue ai the fulilment of
the prophecies, tu t ens u
mies ai Jcsusis titus solcmiy innoucue-
cd ini thue %vords of our text. Illie tiîat
is filthy, Fzc." Tiese words, Nvihethez
we viewv tisen as a parentiiesis in whicit
thc sacred writcr e\presses his owîî
faciings, or, as le noe probable, ttce
language oi tic Ange! oi the Covariant,
lie deciares in the context thiat he wiil
coa quickly tu give tuevcçry mani az-
cording. te Jus wcxk-chelaicnge the

.mest serious attention ci ail te whent
they are praclainicd: for ail ai us hiave
Uic saine intercst in Uic selenin trutits
titat tiîcy anncunce. Tiîcy spcak et'
Uic appreacia ai a peried wheul tite
cîzaructers ui ail siîail bie unaitcrabiv
iixcd:-tilc %wîciied, lcft hîecessly Wce-
ded ta thecir wickcdlness, andI tise righ-
tcus inîînutabiy ceufiraied in rigicteocîs-
ness andI truc lîclincess. Tise eventici
periaci rcierrcd te, is tie ccming ai

~Christ ta jucige the werld, whcni le
wiii summon ail that livedl upon tie
earth bere his tribunal, andI vili pro-
neunice tue irreversibie senitencea wiîic
ivili deterniane thcir cternid dcstiny.
Comparisg. ta intervai botwccn tie
present andt titat day, witli the ctcrnity
wvhicii succeeds it, it may bc considerei
as already at hanci, andI accordingly the
centcext says se. Blut vicwecl in refer-
onîce te Utc nieasurcmcntscof time tvlich
obtain amontg rcn, it may hc stili cen-
siderecil as distant: for mny avents on
the plans oi Providenice foreteld in titis
Baok-,-many revalutiens amon( tce
naticlis, Mâhid stili accupy ',Incrous
pages iii the warld's bistory, romuain yc.
tu bc unroicica, arecftic arrival cf tIAi


