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minant, can in no way impeach the authority of ec-
clesiastical law. For it is a fixed principle, that cus-
tom canno! derogate from law without the cousent at
least presupposed of the “awgiver; and it is notby
any means prebable that the Cliurch would sanction
acustom which is only founded apun the contempt
inwhich herciies hold ercommands aud thewr revol
from her suthority. This reflectivn conducis us na-
wrally to the decision ol the second part of this gues-
tion, and we must thence conclude that the intention
of the Church is never 10 exempt heretics from those
Jaws which she has made 0 cosure the universal
goud of the Chureh.”— Deux Conferences D’ Augers,
tom ii sor les Loix, p. 15.

‘Then Antcine (1his is another of the standards)
asks, chapter third, in is Tractatus de Vortutibus,
“«Can unb:lievers be compelled to return to the taith 2
Ilis certain,”—1his, you will recollect, is much the
ame as Dens,—* it iz certain that baptized infidels,
vhether heretics or aposiates, can be compelled 10 re-
amn to the faith, and keep the ecclesiastical law,
shether baptized in their infarcy, or bapuized fiom
ompulsion and fear in their adult ages;” sohat ita
1an were by compulsion, by furce, obliged to be bap.
‘zed, that brinas him under the authority of the
thureh, and the Church can compel him to return
‘ollet, anvther of their standards, has the very same
ntiment, and in i1 you arc interested  ** You will
sk whether a heretic s punishable by the Church,

ho though he has been bapiized bas never reccived
1e true faith?  So it an infidd in London®—here

;e are al home—* becomes a Chnistizn, and is im-

qed with the errors ol the Enghisl, what is tobe kis
se? We answer, Most cerrinly he is punishable

;v the Churclh¥—iake care of yourselves!—*und
%is appears (romn the constant practice of the Church,
sho teaches that all those who have been baptized—
Ithose who entertain crrars contrary 1o this faith,
shether they have held them from the boginning or
«of, are bonnd under excommunication and the other
wnishmeuts that she declares azainst them.”  There
wnishments he deiails iu the next page as follows,

m. v. p. 196 :—

“Punishments against hereties are of two sorte—
ome tewmporal, viz., the confiscation of their zuods,
afamy and incapacity for houours, and all effices
soceeding from that; the punishment of cxile, im-

risonment, and death itself, about which consult the
ile De Hereticis, in civil aud ecclesiastical law. ™
{ere, observe, the standard of’ Mayunooth refers with
wfidence 1o the canon Iaw as anthorizing the prin-
:ples he teaches on the subject. These are the scuii-
«enis of Colletin his Treause on the Decalogue
Wenow come 10 Thomas Aquinas; and the

‘rofessor of Ethics in the College ot Mayuooth says,

atthe Treaiise of Thomas Aquinas is tive best sys-
mof ethics 1o be found. Well. whai is his xate-
ent as o heretics?  The question is (guest. xi. ar.

) whether heretics are 1o be tleratcd.  On this he
1ys, “ About hevelics two things are 10 be consider-
3, one thing cu the part o' thewmselves, the oiher on
a¢e part of the Church.  On the part of themselves is
¢ sin by which they deserve not only o be separa-
«d from the Church, bat even to be shut out o’ the

~orld hy dcath; for it is much mure grievousio cor-

I the faith by which the lite of the <oul is xaved,

a0 forge money by wlich temporal life 1s sop-

ed; wherefore as the torgers ol money and gGiker
alefactors, are immediately delivercd by secul.r
rinces 1o deith, much more herciics from the time
aey are cwavicied of their herooy, can ant ouly be
excommonmcated bat jus:ly xlain.”  Therce is tie sen-
timent of the best m: s'er of cihics shat ix o be found
iz e College o7 Mayncoth ! * On the pari of the
Ciyreh, there is piiy for the conversitn of ihose

that are in error”—maik the piiy of the Church of
Rome --*and therefore she dues not immediatcly
cotdemu, but i tier the first or secona adnonition'—
you bine had wannng envugh—*and lastly, if the
hereiic be still found periinacions, the Church no lon-
el huping tor his conversion, proceeds, for ihe safe-
1y ol ike others, o separate lim f1om ke Church by
a sedlctee of eXxcommunication, 2ud then ivaves him
o the secular inbunal, to ke exterminuted f1um 1be
world by death.”
(T'o be continued.)

TESTIMONY FOR TH3 GFFICE CF RULING FLDFR, PROM
THE ORI'ER OF THE OLD THESTAMENT CLURCH.

It is impossible fully to unders-and either the spi-
rity, the faets, or the nomenclature of the new Testa-
wient, without gomng back to the Old.  The Chrnis-
tan religion is fourded upen that of the Jews; or
vather s the completion of it.  T'he latter was the: in-
taney and adalescener of that bedy of which the for-
wer is the manhoed. And it is remamkable, that
uo class of theologians more strenuoualy contend fur
he conanexson berwern the Jewisn and Christian
economies, wd the impractibility of takmng intelligent
views of the one, wiilout some previous knowledge
of the other, thun mest of these who deny the aj.osto-
lic origgin of the cluss of ofiicers now under considera-
tion.  With all such pevs. ns, then, we join issue—
And, asavey lmge partof tie titles aud fuctions of
ecciesinsticsl officers, were, evidensly, transmatied from
the ceremonial to the sprritual economy, it is indis-
peusably n-cessary, in order fully to undirstand their
character, to go back to thicir source.

The tern Klder, coresponding with Zackax, in
tHebrew, ard Prebyleres, in Greek, literally sig-
nifi-s an aged porson.  Awong the Jews and the eas-
iern naions genersuly, perswns adianced in lfe wers
vomraorly sclected o fid stations of dignity aud su-
thority, because 1hey were supposed to passess most
wisdam, giavity, prudence and expericace.  Frow
tlis chicumstance, the term Joider, bicame, in process
of time, and by a natural asscciation of Wdeas, an es-
tablished title of office  Accordingly, the Jews gave
this tile 10 most of their ofiice:s, civil.swell us eccle-
siastical, long bofore Syuay. gucs were established.—
Friom the tiie of Masces they had Elders overthe na-
lion, as well as ovir eviry city, and smaller commu-
uity.  These e repeatedly represericd o6 nseciors,
and valers of the prople; as * efficas sctover thens 3"
and, mdted, throughout their histery, there is reason
10 lelicve that the Lody of tlic pesple never, them-
s-lvrs, exercised governmenal acis; hur chinse teir
L2ders, 10 whom il the dvinids of judicial a1.d execn-
wve wsthority, tnder shetv divine Legislazor and Sov-
creign, were censtantly cosimitt-d.
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