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A GAUG} OFi INTELIGENCE.

The circulation 0f newspapers is
about as gooci a critenion of the intel-
ligence and progress of a people as
can be conceiveci. The McClure's
MUagazine, by means of a chart drawn
to scale, indicates this in a very
graphie manner. Spain, with a popu-
lation of 17,000,000, circulates 11,000,-
000 copies per month. Russia, with a
p)opulation of about 120,09,00O, lias
only 12,000,000 copies per montb,
showing that Colossus of the north
to be the most illiterate of ail the
great nations. Great Britain, with a
population of '10,000,000, has a monthly
circulation of 150,000,000, which makes
lier rclatively stand at the very heaci
0f tie -whole world, with nearly four
papers per wveek for every man, wo-
Mfan, andi child. The United States,
with a population 0f about 75,000,-
(100(. lias only about tbree papers per
lleaci, anci Germany a less number
per ieaci.

The times have changeci since the
fatlîei 0f Mary Rcad objecteci to hier
inarrying Benjamnin Franiklin be-
cause there was already a paper pub-
lisxeci in Boston andi another ixi Phil-
a(lell)lia, ancl he di flot tlîink there
was room for a third.

Mlany pex-sons express great alarm

A pJart of this irticle wa~s conxtrihuteci
lV the' lditor to thc Juhilce numiiber of the

Non tlli.ti ctrnlxxlt lvcatc Cl.go.

lest ;ve shall be dro;vned in the floodi
of bools whicli pour from the press,
but thiese are as a ril compared with
the tide of journals and papers that
inundate the world. MNr. Dana com-
putes that about 10,000,000 books are
solci evcry year in the United States,
but the 4,337,000,000 newspapers andi
periodicals contain as mucli material
as two billion books as large as
"Davidi Harum;" that is, about two

hundred times more matter is pub-
lisheci in the newspapers than in book
form.

Some of these papers are sensa-
tional or siliy, some of them. are
venal or vile; but most of themn per-
form an important service ln educat-
ing the public minci, in moulding
thoughit, in imparting useful informa-
ation. The influence of a free press
in a free State bas been overwhelm.-
ingly for gooci. Watchful with more
than thie hundred eyes of Argus and
strong with more than the hundred
arms of Briareus, it has been vigilant
in detecting wrong andi bold and
brave in resisting oppression. Likze
the infant Hiercules strangling the
serpents around his cradle, it grap-
pies with the vices that menace the
commonwealth.

TUE RELIGI0tJS PRESS.

It is of infinite importance that the
Ohurch of Goci shouid make wçide and
Wvise use of the press. Infidelity and
vice have used it ]argely to destroy
the foundations of the Christian faith
or debauch the souls and bodies of
the young and unwary. Voltaire and
Paine and Ingersoîl have endeavoured
" to, sap a solemn creeci with -olexnn
sneer;" and the spawn of the gutter
press, like the frogs of Eg-ypt, fili the
houses andi the becichambers, not to,
say the beds and the ovens and
lineading-troughs.

The Cliurciî has not been unmindful
of the call 0f dutY nor disobedient to
the heavenly vision. Foremost in
this Wvise lise of pninters' ink lias
been the M\ethodist Ohurcb. More
thanl any other man John Wesley an-
ticipateci the cheap press, which has
beexi such an inîcalculable benefit to,
inankinci. "So far as we can ascer-
tain," says Dr. .Funshon, "the lirst
mani to write for the million, andi to,
Ixublisi so0 chea±.ly as to make Lis
workýs accczsible, wvas John Wc\Tsley.
'riose wvho î'ejoice in the cheap press,
lin the cheap serial, in the sicience-
matIe-easy, whichi, if be s0 clîoose.
lkeep the working maxn of the prEsent
day abreast of the higliest thouglit
andi culture of the age, ouglit neyer
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