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CUP OFFERINGS IN -THE HOME, !

And now what shall we say of these cup
offerings in the hcme! That they are of
moro impoitance there fur true house-
furnishing than either money or good
tuste, or both combined. What are they
there at home? Pleasant siniles, goutle
tones, cheery greetings, Yempers swest un-
der a headache “or a business care ur the
children’s noise, the ready bubbling over
* of thoughtfulness fur one another, and
habits of smiling, greeting, forbearing,
thinking, in these ways. 1t is these above
all else which makes une’s home *‘a build-
ing of Gud, a house nit inade with hands.”
These that we hear in the song of ‘' Howme,
Sweet Home.” Juto a five hunidred dollar
shanty put strangers who begin to jnac-
tice the habit of anticipative thoughtful-
ness for each otherand we havea **home.”
Put husband and wife and the three chil-
dren into a fifty thousand de'lar home,
and let them omit this interchange of
gentleness, und we have ouly family-har-
1ackp. .

Porhaps the best single teat to the ques-
tion-what is he where he is most at hume? !
At Lome one should be his best, his noet f
graceful, most entertaining, moust agree-
able. Yel strange to think how many
persons save their difference for this one
place thut should be all tenderness: how
wany take pains withtheircourtesy an lgen-
iality abroad. but'at home' glide into the
habi¢ of letting gepiulity be tuken for frm
tedinstead of being granted. Thatpells in
the course of years; 1ur the culd mueds, the
silent ways, the seeming harmless banter-
ings, arethe waysand mooods that in-
crease with the years. By-and-by, when
the children are growing old, and we would
like kind wotds and louksa little more vur-
selves, we shall wish for sur own sakesand
for thelrs that we had done differently.

Men often think “They love us, and wa
koow it; we love them, and they know it.”
Nay, but it is not envugh to have the love
and do the duty in silence. We live nut
by bread alone, but by every word that
}nmeedeth out of the mouth of these we
ove, Out of the mouth .it is the xpoken
love that feeds. "1t is the kindness offercd
that fuinishes the house,

How is it with onrseloes?  Each one bad
better ask himaself the questicn inthequiet,
now and then. Are our honies wmore ten-
der than they were a yearago, orhas Iy ve
grown dimnter in them! Aie we cloger to

each other's hearts, or more wrapt up in
silent selves? 1t is not bread you _aiefly
owe your family, father; it is not mended
clothes, mother; it is not ertands done and
lessons learut, children; that makes your

putt. It is the way in which the pait,
whatever it be, is done that makes the
part.

Tk 2e comes when we would almost

ive our right hand could we recall some

arsh word, some indifferent, cutting
manner, sume necdless selfish opposition.
Happy we, if the one gone vut from vur
humes into the unseen home has left us no
such ache to bring the bitter tears. — Fiom
**The Faith that Makes Faithful.”

SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION.

While philosophers and scientists have
been disputing and treading over and mver
again the dreary paths of pantheism and
materialism, trying to put God in a cruci-
ble or'under a microscope, millions of souls
in the ages past, and thousands in the daily
present, have heen aud are finding God
and Christ and salvation, to the juy and
rejoicing of their svuls; living in the pow-
or of an endless life even here, sume 1eet-
ing death tiiumphatly even at the stake,
and cvthers peacetully passing into the pres-
ence of Him whom, having not seen on
earth, they have yot known by faith and
the puwer of His presence in them.

The engineer who directed the work of
the Hoosac Tunnel started two gangs of
men from opposile sides of the wountain.
So accurato was their survey, that when
they met wid-way in the mcuntain, the
wall or the excavatinns approaching frem
the different starting points joined within
less than an inch. The practical woarking
of the Lore proved the scieut.fic accuracy
of the rurvey. Man, starting from the side
of his human spiritual need, reaching out
and vPward towamd God, isnet hy the
revelation in Christ coming out and down-
sard from God, a revelation which exact-
ly 6ts and cuvers his need. This perfect
natch between the lLiuman need and  the
heavenly supply is the perfect proof of the
divine origin of the Bible. Justas color
is intuitive to sight, harmouy to the musi-
cal sense, biauty to the scuso of the Leau-
tiful so is God's Wod intuitive to the
spiritual comscivusnees.  Coleridge was
wont ts say ‘I know the Bible is true,
becnuse it £ads wma.”— The Christias.



