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third for exploration, which was cast away
in ¢ storm. lgede, this year, went with
two shallops on a voyage of five weeks to the
cast const of Greenland. The natives point-
ed out many inlets containing Norwegian
ruing, and in one place they foind the ruins
of a church 50 feet by 20 with walls six feet
in thickness, The walls of the churchyard
were also still standing, and herve in silence
rested the remains of both pastor and people.

In his effort to raise a crop he set fire to
the old grass in May, "to thaw the ground,
and theu sowed grain, which he had to cut
unripe in September, He now translated a
short catechism as well s some prayers and
hymnus, but could not interest the people,
especially if they had some frolic ‘on hand,
or one of the augekois (sorcerers) was pre-
sent. One family at length desired " to be
baptized, but he wisely deferred it till they
should know more of God,

The next year two young men were seht
to Copenhagen ; ene died on the return voy-
age, but the account the other gave of the
King and Court, the churches and public
buildings made a strong impression on the
people, who had neither laws nor magis-
trates, and only counted him the greatest
who canglit the most seals. The young man
himself fell back into his old way of life, and
married a wife whose favor he had to win
by proving that the dainties of Denmark had

. got taken away his appetite for seal’s blub-
er.

In the year 1727 they had almost exhaust-
ed their stores, and being without ammani-
tion or skill in fishing, Kgede sailed 100
leagues to buy provisions from
but he obtaned only a pittance, and famine
stared them iv the face. The commercial
company at home, discouraged by ill success,
refused to do any more for them, and the as-
sociate who had labored four years with him
broke down in health, and had to return to
Denmark,

Amid this pressure of trials Egede was
greatly strengthened by the stroug faith and
unfaihng cheer of his companion. She was
confined to the monotony of their humble
home, while he was called here and there by
the daties of his office ; but though its com-
forts were very scauty, she saw the ships
from Norway come aud go, and heard tid-
ings from her native land without any de-
sire to desert her work. Amid all his
troubles her husband ever found her face
serene and her spirit rejoicing in God. His
greatest trial was the want of success in his
work. He might-have had a following of as
many baptized unbelievers as he chose, but,
though many pretended to believe, he could
find little change in heart or life, for those
who aflected to hear the word with joy,
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among their own people stiil spoke of his in-
stroctions and prayers with derision,

In 1728 four ships arrived with a mun.of-
way, and a fort was ervected to defend the
colony against the piracy of other nations.
Two eolleagues also came in them, and
Paul, the oldest son of lgede, returned in
shem, to study for the ministry, bnt a con-
tagious disease hroke out among the Nor-
wegians, and, worst of all, . mutiny among
the soldiers, so that even the life of the Gov-
ernor was in peril. Most of the mutineers
died of the pestilence, and it was touching to
see the invalids, when carried to the tents
of the natives in the spring, clasp the tender
mnss and wild fluwers in their hands, asold
friends from home. Soldiersand forts, huw-
ever, did little to help the mission. They
rather drove the natives away from the set-
tlement, Then, after the death of Frederic
IV, an order came for the colonists to return
to Demmark. Egede was given his choice to
return with them or remain with such as
would share his exile, with provisions for a
year, after which no more help was to be
looked for. Insuch circumstances, no one
would consent to stay with him, and his
heart was heavy. His entreaties, however,
induced a few snilors to remain. All the
rest abandoned the mission, even his two
colleagues left him to toil alone, and so he
was left for more than two years of trial.
He had left Norway full of hope and love for
the inhabitants of one of the most desolate
lands on earth, but the desolation of the
land was not greater than the desolation of
his hopes of usefulness. Tethered to one
dreary spot, the same stolid faces met his
€ye, the same mockings fell on his ear. And
was it for this that he had given up all, and
forced his way here at so great an outlay of
toil and treasure? In patient labor and
baffled hope, what missiouary can, compare
with him ?. But the failure in Greenland
was not all.  What would be the effect at
home? Those who had derided his under-
taking at first would now ask, ¢ Where are
the resalts - Had they not foretold this
issue of so insane a scheme? His old flock
at Vaagen pleaded for his return ; and was
it not his duty to educate his children?
Then, what good influence or elevating as-
sociates could they find in Greenland ? Well
might he say, <My way. is bhid from the
Lord, and my judgment is passed over from
my God,” but instead of that we read of
great quietness of spirit, arising from a
hearty resignation to the will of God. His
home, too, was a house of peace. The mem-
bers of the household were of one mind,
and found gregt enjoyment in each other,

In May, 1733, word came that trade
would be renewed, and the mission support-




