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THE INSOLVENOY AOT IN MANITOBA.

( Continued. from page 832, )
assigament, but they coull not be forced to as
sign ia cortain circumstances, as is provided in
the case of traders. Tho proposed aot has been
amended in committee by the removal of this
distiaction, and now farmers and traders will
stand on tho samoe footing, if no furthor change
{s made. Under the act as amanded, a farmor
can bo forced by his creditors to assign the
samo a8 a trader.

Wo havo stated that as a goneral principle
no sorious objoction could be mado to the
placing of farmers apon the san.e footing as
merchants, in tho matter of assignmonts. Ia
Manitoba, howover, a somewhat peouliar sit.
uation prevails. Considerable logislation of a
class naturo has found its way into the provin-.
cial laws, as for iostance the act regarding ox.
emptions as amended at the last session of the
legislature. This act provides for tho exemp-
tion of such an extended list of farm cha.tois,
that it actually covars more goals than is pos-
sessed by perhaps the average farmer, Now,
if the Manitoba farmer can make an assign.
ment uander tha Domiaion ast, aad still hold
his exempions under the local law, he will be
placed in a pecaliar condition of indepcadence
of his creditors. Under -such condittons, so
far as the act applies to the Manitoba larmer,
it might well be termed an act to enable him
to defraud his creditors. Of course thore are
ocertain provision3 a3 to obtaining a discharge,
eto.,, which act as a safe guard, but while
placed in this position of independence, a clear-
ance would be a matter of iudifferenco to most
farmers. Io the provinces where class legisla-
tion of the nature veferrel to does not prevail,
the application of the law to all citizens seems
only reasonable. If there is any advantags to
be gained by the debtor from the insolvency
act, the farmer has as much right to that ad.
vantage as the irador. It seems, however,
that soms special features should bs made to
apply to a situation such as is presented in
Manitoba, under the provincial ecsmption law,
with a view to reducing the anomalous condi.
tion which would prevail by a combination of
the Dominion and locil laws.

Retail inerchauts throughout Mnitoba
should take cognizince of the present situation,
As the law now stands, there is practically no
provision for securing compulsory payment of
unsecurad obligations. Tne paisage of the pro-
posed Dominion insolvency law would farther
increase the diffi:ulty of securiog payment of
small obligations from farmers, thouga it may
be stated that it i+ not like'y tho insolveucy
act will be passed this year. Bat even as mat.
ters now stand, the couatry mer.han. has noth
.ing to rely upoa bat the honesty of the farmer
customer, and experince has shown that this is
a poor dependence, even when iateations are
goud. Whaile we bclieve the farmers ¢ o gen-
eral rule are honest, anad intend to pay their
delts, this good iatention does not racurs tho
desired result. There ars always too
muay other things waiLa tate proceleacs
over good intentions 1a the muatter of pay.
ing debts, if it can be found convenient to
defer payment, the good intention of course
still holding goud fur son.c future time.

Aftor the closc of tho last siasion of the
Manitoba logislature. The Commercial gave
o voviow of tho laws passed concerning the
rolationship of debtor and creditor. Tho Win-
nipeg jobbers’ union has moro reoently briefly
called tho attentiona of morchants to these new
laws, through the medinm of a printed ciroular.
Merchants throughout the country would do
woll to look closely into this matter, and
govorn thomselves accordingly. There is every
reason under the present circumstances to re-
strict credit business to minimum dimnounsions,
cxcept where absolute seourity is given, a3
it is ovidont that in most cases there is no
means of foroing the payment of unsecared
claims,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

IT was rumored agaia this week that A. W,
Ross t. ould be appointed Licut-Governor of Man-
itobu. It is earnestly to be hoped that tho
crumor is false, and that Manitoba will he
spared this great hamiliation, Evenif Ross kas
the nervo to take the position, it is hoped the
goverament will not have the effrontery to
make the appointment.

Ar Ottawa on Monday Mr. Stiica moived a
rasolution proprsing a rigid inspastioa of all
teas imported into Canada, hecauso of adulcera-
tion now practiced by the Cluinese Hargued
that the goveroment should protsot ths public
health. Hon., Mr., Wallacosaid that the govera-
ment was attending to tbo matter, ani that
tho provisions of the new tariff act would ac-
complish all that Mer. Stairs aimed at.

Tue highest prico obtained for No. 2 spring
wheat at Chicago during April was 65 cents
per bushel, on the 4th of the month. From that
day it declined until 57 cents was touched on
April 24, and the moath closed at 574 to 583
cents. Compared with previous years, the
range during April of the present year is as
follows:—

Raoge for April of 1894...... 57 to 653 cents.
¢ ‘¢ 1803...... 70 to 88 ¢
“ o 1892...... 768w 86 ¢*
o s 18901 ...... $1.02 to 1.16.
¢ T 1890...... 774 to 92c.
s . 1889 ..... 8ue to §1.01.

AvoeeMaN Hourchings, of Winnipeg, has
figured out a scheme to handle the much talked
of scavenging work of the city, by which he
claims a great saviog can be made. His pro-
position is that the city should build a tramway
to Bird’s Hill, about eight miles distant, and
have the city garbage hauled out to that quar-
ter. The special object of runaing to Bird's
Hill is that the city ownsa gravel pit there,
and tho cars. would bring back gravel on the
retura trip, in connection with the soheme for
gravelliog our muddy streets. The cars could
be run over the street railways, thus forming a
convenient plan of distributioa throughout the
city, saviog the expsnse of the long haui with
teams. He also proposes that the city should
establish a cemetery at Bird’s Hull, which could
vo reached by the tram car, as a mode of con-
veying funerals. A farther feature is to have
a park also at Bicd’s Hill. From this combina-
tion he figures that the city would (derive a
tovenue which would more than cover the cost
of the scavengiog work. The cost of tramway,

cemotery, park, otc.,, ho places at $40,G00.
Tho annual revenue, allowing for the cost of
hauling garbage, otu., would be $46,000, and
cost of maintenanco $6,230 per yoar, showing a
surplus over cost of maintenanco of 39,770 por
annum. Besidos, the city would have the pro.
perty as cu assot. Thouzh all may not agreo
as to the financial basis of Mc. Hutchings'
scheme, ho is certainly deporving of cvedit for
hia efforts in behalf of the city.

Thoso interested in the dairy industry will
bo pleased to noto that incroased attention is
being given to this matter in Munnitoba this
scason A number of new butter aud cheese
faotories are being established throughout the
country. It was also announced through The
Commorcial and other journals last woek that
the Dominion government and the Canadian
Pucifio railway company would assist in devel-
oping this industry intho Weat. Tho Canadian
Pacific railway has agreed, it is said, to build
creameries at convenient intervals along their
railway, Those factories will be rented to the
farmers at a rato of not more than 5 per cent.
on the amount invested in them. Tho depart
ment of agriculture through Commissioner
Robertson will co-operate and supervise tho
manufacture of butter. This plan should
prove of great value ia furthering the
industry. There are many points whero such
industries could be cstablished, if there were
somo one to take the initiative and supply the
capital to begin with. This is what is pro.
posed under the plan mentioned. Farmers
have been holding meotings at a number of
points to discuts dairying matters ; but with
limited capital and lack of practical krowledge
as to how to proceed, they have not been able
to mako much headway. The two things re
quired are capital and experience in the indus
try. The latter is the more difficult question,
for there aro points where the money to estab-
lish factories would be subscribed, if experi.
enced parties could be secured to undertake
the work of carrying on the [actories.
There is no interest of greater importance
to an agricultural community than dairying.
It is a safeguard against hard times and de
Fression, and when overything else fails, the
dairy interest may be counted upon to main
tain a community in comparative indepen
deace. It gives stability and uniformity te
the situation, and smoo.hs down the frequent
ups and dewns which will always be felt ia
an exclusively geain growing district.

Durikc Mr. Van Horne's recent visit to
Wibnipeg, among other matters, the board of
trade and grain exchange deputation which
waited on him, urgedareduction in the storage
rate charged on grain stored in the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company's elevators at Fort
William. Fort William is the winter storage
point for Manitoba grain. The rate for storage
is as follow . elovating, inclading twenty daye'
storage, 1} cents per bushel. Storage for each
succeeding fifteon days, or part thereof, 4 cent
per bushel. Grain stored for the winter, afier
November 15, is charged at the regular rates,
until the charge ugainst it accrues to 1 ceats
por bushel, after which there is no further
charge up to June 1, After the latter date the



