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THE COMMERCIAL,

UUNSDEIDATING RAILWAY INTERESTS

Tho tendency of the times to reduce ex-
penses  and  cowpetition, by a  process
of amalgsmation, is very evident in tho
vailway interests, ag well as in tho manufac-
turing industries. The Coussncial notices
by the recent report of the Iutec-state Commerce
Committee, that thero aro fewor railway cor-
porations in the United Siaces than thero wore
two years ago. Por the year enled June 30th
last, tho repoct shows that no less than 92
roads, representing a mileage of 10,116 miles,
disappeared during tho year. This means that
they were absorbed by or amalgamated with
other companies. The furthor tendency to
consolidate the tailway interests isshowa by
the large amouat of business contrullsd by =
fow roads. In a total of 1,785 railway corpor-
ations, 42 companies alone control about one-
half of the enuiiro mileage of the country. It
is further shown that 80 companies receive
8209 per cent. of the amount paid by the
public for railway service. Thess 80 companies
carried 67,008,118,436 tons of freight ono mile,
out of a total of $1,073,784,121 tons carried by
all the roads. Io proportion to tho number of
roads, the great bulk of the railway busivess
of the United States secems to bo done bya
comparatively few companies.  The tendeucy
to consolidate the railway interests, notwith-
gteoding the pub'ic desive for railway com.
petition, is steadily making progress. Advan.
ced thinkers in acertain direction may deduce
from this that the preparation for the state
control of the railways is gradually but
inadverteatly being worked out. At any rate,
by the time the railaay cuunpanics are all
merged in a half dezen or so coiporations, it
wouid probably be an easier matter for the
state to step in and take the management of
‘hem.

CHEAP WATER TRANSPORTATION.

QOcean freights have been very low lately as
has been shown in recent numbers of Tyg
CoduenciaL, It costs more to carry wheat
from some parts of Baogland to dark Laune,
than it does to bring the the grain from Amer-
ica, Russia or India. This of conrse includes
the ocean freights in the latter case only, as
against the railway haul fromn the more remote
parts of Eogland to Londos. ‘Lhis serves to
show the great advaniage of water transporta.
tion over railway catriage, the grain being cav-
ried thousands of miles by watcr about as
cheaply as it is taken by rail hundreds of miles
in Eogland. These low ocean rates increase
compstition for the British farmers, but they
give the British consumer cheap bread. Of
course the great bulk of the wheat shipped
from America, Russia, India, etc, has to pay
freight on a railway haul before an ocean port
is reached, se that the ocean rate does not rep-
resent the total cost of freight upon the grain
in order to get it to a British port, The rato

on giain from Atlantic ports to England—about
2 shillings per quarter, or 6 cents per bushel,
scems low cenough. Even from Pacific coast
ports of this continent, which necessitates the
exceedingly lengthy voyage around Cape Horn,
almost circumnavigating a contincot and cross-
ing an ccean to boot, the rate is only about 7

shillings per quartor, or 21 cente por bushel—
just equal to the freight by rail on 100 pounds of
wheat the comparatively trifling distanco from
Winnipeg to ILake Superior. Thus tho
wheat grower in Califoroin can sond his wheat
to Eogland at aless cost than the Manitoba
grower can send it to Montreal, by several conts
por bushel, barringof course the freight the
Culifornian grower may have to pay to get his
wheat to on ocean port. From Bombay to
London tho freight isequal to about 9 cents
per brshel.

Here iu the west wo aave a practical knowl.
edgo of the value of water transportation, in the
reduced freight rates during the season of navi-
gation on the lakes, imperfect oven as is this
systom of water communication. To the im-
provement of the St. Lawrenco route we must
largely look, for the cheapening of transporta-
tioa to and from thoe west in the future, and
THr CoyMMERCIAL believes the day will surely
come, when graia will be carried through from
the head of Lako Superior to tide water, at
surprisingly low rates. The fact that wheat
}hiss been carried by water from Chicago to Baff:
alo for 1 cent per bushel, indicates what inay
be done by the further improvemeunt of the
more difficult channels and passages between
Lake Superior and the ocean. f

MANITOBA WHEAT FOR MACARONL

The muanufacture of macaroni is an industry
which might be carried on to good advantage
in this part of Cavada. Macaroni is manufac-
tured from wheat, but only a particular class
of wheat i3 suitable for the purpose, and our
northern wheat should possess the required
properties to a remarkable degree.  Macaroni
is nade more largely in Italy than anywhere
else, and also largely in France, and on this ac-
count some may suppose that it requires a soft
southern wheat to make macaroni. The fact
is, exactly the oppnsite is the case. The Italian
and French manufacturers bring theic wheat
from a province in Russia, which produces a
very bard and flinty wheat, The flintior the
wheat, the better the quality of macaroni pro-
duced. ‘We should bo able to produce a wheat
hero which would excell even the Russian
wheats in t..cse properties.

Large quantities of macaroni are consumed in
various parts of the world, and the iodustry is
au important one. It would, therefore, secem
worth while inquiring into the possibilities of
establishing a psying macaroni industry here,
Manuitoba wheat already haa a wide reputation,
and perhape, with a little effort, we might be
able to secure the eamo reputation for Manito.
ba macaroni,

PROTECTING RASOALS,

Why should dead-beats be protected by
law, is o matter that puzzles many. There are
various ways in which the law seems to operate
as a shield to the dishonest, This is perhaps
unavoidable to some extent. In order to pro-
tect the honest and the inaocent, the law has
to be so constructed as to uniatentionally pro-
vide mcans of escape for the dishonest and the
guilty. Some laws, however, seem to operate
more in the interest of the dishoaest than of
the upright. Thero i{s one class of dishonest

persons who are proteoted, perhaps not by law,
but from law, in o way that ascoms altogother
uawarrantable. Wo refer to the oxemption
from garaisheo onjoyed by civil servants of the
Domioion aud provincial governments, Mr.
Martin, lato attorney-general of Mainitoba, de-
sorves thanks for abolishing this condition so
far as applied toofficials of the povince. Under
his heroio admiuistration of the department in
his charge, civil servants of the provinco were
given quickly to understand that they must
pay their bills, and a law was passed making
all provincial civil sorvants liable to garnishee.
Thus a reproach was removed from the position
of an employee of tho goverament. Dominion
omployees, howoves, are still oxempt from
garnishee proceedings, and how they abuse this
privilego, is disgracefully notorions,

Mr. Magrath, in the territorial legislatuie at
Regina, lately proposed a rosolation to the
effoct that the legislative committes be asked
to prepars & bill making omployeces of the
territurial government sabject to garnishel
proceedings. The resolution was adopted, and
the principle involved will no doubt be carried
into effect. Thus the example set by Manitoba
is ltkely to be adopted at once in the territorizs,
Now, if the Domioion government would just
make a :move of the same nature, a very dis-
graceful condition of things would be corrected,
Civil sorvants asa rule receive good salaries,
but this does not cause them to always pay
their bills, Asa c'ais they are afllicted with
a good many dishonest ones among their num-
ber, who toa certain extent bring reproach
upon their associates. Honest employees of
the goverament will not desire special protec.
tion to enable thom to be dishonest, and dis-
honest employces should not receive such pro-
teotion, It is this exemption from prosecution
for debt which allows dishonesty to flourish
among government amployees, and leads to the
harsh remarks made against the honesty of
civil servantsas a class. It is unjust, however,
to reproach the hoaest for the doings of the dead
beats who iufest the government offices, and in
the interest of the upright employees, as well
as the public, the special exemp:ion of civij
servants should be removed.

DEGRADING THE WHEAT STANDARDS,

No. 1 northorn Mianesota wheat, which is
the standard grade of Minneapolis and Dalath
wheat, is selling relatively lower than No. 2
Chicago regular, as will be seen by quotations
from week to week in Tiue Couwnerciat Chi.
cago No.2 regular wheat haybeen solling 8 ceuts
per bushel higher than No. 1 northera at
Mioneapolis. This is owiug to the degrading
of the Minnesota gtandards. Minneapolis and
Dulath No. 1 northern is rot as godd a wheat
a8 Chicago No. 2 regular, by several cents per
bushel, notwithstanding the general belief as to
the guperiority of the northern wheat. It is
said that Mingeapolis No. 1 northern would
only ecll as number 3 at Chicago. Itis quality
and not the name of the grade, which counts,
heaco the differcace in tho price.

This will teach a lesson in connection with
tho grading of Mauitoba wheat. Thero was
quite an outory raised this year that the Mani.
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